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BEPOBT of Finance CommiltM of the Detsroit Savingft* Fund In- 

stitate. 

Dbtboit Savinos Fukd ImnTun, 
DetraU, Jan. 1, 18Srl. 

To the JSSmi, ih$ LegUhUitre of the State of Michigan: 

The undersigned respectfully report that this institution has on de» 

posit, seventeen thousand four hundred and siity^five dollars and 

eighty-eight cents, which is invested as follows, viz: 

In notes secured by indiridual endorsements^ 

do city and other stocks* 

do bond and mortpge, 

In judgments secured, 

Cash and Interest in bank, 

•17,465 88 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

E. FARNSWORTH, 

Z. PITCHER, 

SHUBAEL CONANT, 

. Finance Committee of Satnngs Inet. 
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[No. 2.], 

COMMUNICATION from the Attorney General, relative to oaths 

of office of Senators. 

Office of the Attorney General, 
Lansing^ February 13, 1851. 
To the Senate: 

I have received from the bands of the Secretary of the Senate, a 
resolution, requesting the Attorney General to report to the Senate, 
his opinion in writing, whether the Senators of that body, elected at 
the general election of eighteen hundred and forty-nine, ought not to 
be sworn to support the present constitution. 

The inquiry is doubtless made, with reference to the requirements 
of the constitution, and existing laws. By the first section of the 
eighteenth article, members of the Legislature and all other officers 
except such as by law may be exempted, are required, before enter- 
ing upon their duties, to take the oath of office. I find no other 
eonstitudonal provision, having any direct bearing upon the subject. 
The Senators who were elected in eighteen hundred and forty-nine, 
took the oath as required by the la^^s then in force. Had there been 
no change in the organic law, the term for which they were elected, 
would not expire until January next. 

Does, then, the adoption of the new constitution, affect the func- 
tions or tenure of the office of Senator, so as to render necessary, by 
any sort of implication, the administration of the official oath? The 
constitutional provision prescribing the oath can only be construed to 
relate to those officers, who shall enter upon the discharge of their 
duties, subsequent to its adoption. Official incumbents are nowhere 
required to renew their oath of office. Neither does the con- 
stitution vacate the office of Senator, or change its duties, or super- 
add new duties, except such as properly appertain to the business of 
legislation. On the contrary, the Legislature is recognized through- 
out as a body created by the laws in force prior to the adoption of 
the constitution; and by an express provision, its members are con- 
tinued in office until eighteen hundred and fifty-three. The members 

1 
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of the Senate who were elected in eighteen hundred and forty-nine, 
had entered upon their duties before the constitution took effect. Any 
construction which would require them to be re-sworn would be 
alike applicable to all other State» county, and township officers* 
whose official terms commenced prior to the second day of January 
last. It is evident no ^ch proceeding could have been contemplated ; 
for the constitution is silent upon the subject. ^ 

I am. therefore of the opinion that the Senators referred to in the 
resolution, are not required to be sworn. 

WILLIAM HALE, 
AUorney General. 
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COHMUlSnCATIOK from the Attorney General, relatire to mtjd' 

metxts of tets of incorporation. 

Officb of the Attobnet Ossrnux^ ) 
Latmnfff Febmary 1?, li85l. - 5 

To the HonoraMe the Senate: 

1 have the honor to aeknowledge the receipt of the followtiig; r6lo« 
lutten: 

**Sesolved, That the Attorney General be requested to give hii opin- 
ion, i^hether it is con^petent for the Legislature to amend acts of in^ 
corporation, without notice first being given by said companies,, aa 
required in article fifteen, section sixteen, of &e revised constitn* 
lion." 

The constitutional provision is designed to secure the publication 
of a notice, as a necessary preliminary step, to give the Legislsturi 
jurisdiction. Notices of intended applications for acts of incorpors- 
lion, were, at one time, required by provisions of law, but they wer* 
seldom given. Applicants preferred to trust to the benignity of Le* 
gislatures to overlook the omission, rather than to mcur the etpens* 
and trouble of complying with the requirements of law. In this way, 
the statute requiring a notice, without being formally repealed, had, 
by the practice of successive Legislatures, been disregarded} until 
it became a dead letter. Hence the necessity of the constitu- 
tional provision, which was adopted evidently in view of the insuffi- 
ciency of a mere statutory regulation. It provides, that previous 
notice of any application for an alteration of the charrter of any eor- 
poration shall be given, in such manner as may be. prescribed. Tka 
kind of notice, when and in what manner the same shall be given^ 
are left to the direction of the Legislature. The prorisicm,^ willb« 
observed, does not execute itself, nor can it become qieratiye wi^- 
out appropriate legislative action. The mere giving «i tveh a^tKe 
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as might be deemed reasonable, would, in the absence of legislation^ 
be a nullitj. No notice can therefore be given, until the Legislature 
shall adopt the requisite enactments, to give effect to theeonstitutton- 
al provision. Until that is done, I cannot but regard it as entirely 
competent to amend acts of corporation without notice. 

This construction of the provision wiU be much strengthened by 
a reference to the general policy and evident intention of the con- 
sjlitution itself. Its provisions are mainly sought to be carried into 
enect through the instrumentality of the Legislature. Such of ite 
new provisions as tend to disturb existing rights, are generally post- 
poned in their operation, to afford an opportunity to obviate, 
by legislation, thc^ inconveniences resulting from the change. 
Thus, the existing statutes are continued in force, the powers and 
jurisdiction of the several courts are retained, and the most impor- 
tant organic changes are committed to the Legislature for consum- 
mation. I know of no reason for excluding this provision from th^^ 
rule of construction, which is applicable , to numerous other provi- 
sions of the constitution, of similar character. The inconveniences 
which would result from a different construction, would be not less 
serious. If (he provision should be construed to contain a prohibi- 
tion, no amendments could be made to the municipal, and other 
charters of corporation, whatever might be the urgency of the oc- 
casion, for a period of nearly two years. ' A reasonable notice is 
required; and such a notice could not be given, in time to ensure the 
action of the present Legislature. Consequences like these could 
not have been foreseen, or intended,* by the framers of the constita* 

WILLIAM HALE, 
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KEMOBIAL of the fieeentiTe Committoe of the Michigan State 
Agricultural Society, asking for an additional appropriation of Six 
Hundred Dollars in aid of said Society, to be distributed as pre- 
miums. 

To th^ Hon. ike LegialcUure of the State of Michigan: 

The undersigned, the Executive Committee of the Michigan State 
Agricultural Society, respectfully represent: that the^ efforts of the 
last two years have satisfied the undersigned that a great and'grow- 
ing interest is felt in improving the agriculture of the State; that our 
neighboring States are making rapid advances m improving this 
great and important branch of our domestic wealth and prosperity; 
and that it' behooves us to make corresponding efiPorts, or we shall be- 
come a bye-word and reproach among our sister States. 

But the society needs encouragement in its infant state. Premium 
must be awarded and paid, as well as time expended, to bring the 
agricultural and mechanical productions of the State together for ez« 
hibition. And although enterprizmg individuals will do much, jet 
the State should also lend a helping hand to carry out a project ben- 
eficial to the interest of every class of its citizens. The precedent 
Jia9 been set in other Si^ates, and the result has been so beneficial that 
it has become the most popular appropriation that is annually made; 
and the undersigned respectfully request that the sum of six hundred 
doUart annually for three years, in addition to the sum already ap- 
prajkriated, may be placed at the disposal of the soeiety^ fee the pur- 
pose of aiding arid eodety in ita object; that this great intereslk. •» 

1 



A Surm Doo. K6. 4. 

recently excited by previous legislation, may not dwindle down into 
insignificanoe for the want of a little judicious assistanee. 

JAa B. HUNT. 

titus dort. 
payne k. leech, 
oroye spencer, 
walter wright, 
jeremUlH brown, 
fred. v. smith, 
m. shoemaker, 

Ex. Ckm. of Mkh. State AgncuUwral Sodetif^ 

J. C. HOLMES, 
SeercUay MiMffon SUUe AgricuUural Society^ • 
J^anuary, 1851^ 
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f No. 5. ] 

REPORT of the Minority of tbe Committee on Agriculture, to whom 
was referred sundry petitions asking an additional appropriation in 
aid of the Michigan btate Agricultural Society. 

The committee on agriculture, to whom was referred sundry peti^ 
tions praying for an additional appropriation of six hundred dollars 
to promote the interests of the State agricultural society, have had 
tlie same under consideration, and the minority thereof have instruct 
ed me to report them back to the Senate and recommend that no fur* 
iher action be had thereon, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. 

It may be expected, and it is certainly proper, on a question that 
all feel so deep an interest, that the committee should present their rea* 
sons for recommending the rejection of the prayer of the petitioners. 
The undersigned are well aware of the importance of encouraging by 
all proper means, improvements in everything appertaining to the pro* 
fession of agriculture. From the numerous petitions, the high stand* 
ing and respectability of the petitioners, embracing as they do many 
of the most prominent and distinguished names in the State, it is 
with a great degree of reluctance that we interpose objections to in* 
fluence or prevent the prayer of the petitioners being granted. Notli* 
ing but a rigid sense of duty would induce us to do so. The mi* 
nority of your committee cannot, however, for a moment divest him* 
self of the opinion that the principle of appropriating money from 
the treasury for the up-building of this or any other sciciety, is Wrong 
ih the abstract, and if not unconstitutional, ought to be, for the rea* 
son that it opens wide the doors of legislation, and encourages and 
invites applicants %r like favors and benefits whenever a case can be 
made up of general utility. 

The minority of your committee are therefore unable to perceive 
why an appficfttion under a separate organization, for like appropria* 
tions to promote the mercantile, manufacturing and mechanical pro* 
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Csssions should not meet as &Torable reeeptum at tibe lunicb of the 
legislature as that of agriculture. Your committee are therefore 
clearly of opinion that no money should be drawufrom the treasury 
for any purpose whatever not clearly defined by the conslitutiou, or 
in extreme cases to promote the general welfare of the whole people 
of the State. This appropriation cannot, we think, properly be class* 
ed under that head. 

Our State is yet in its infancy — most of the counties sparsely set- 
tled, and remote from the place where our annual fair must for years 
to come necessarily be held; which will preclude the possibility of 
the farmers living more remote from entering the lists and competing 
successfully with those more favorably located. None but the more 
wealthy could command and spare the means to transport themselves 
and their productions to and from the place of meeting, as it would 

^ absorb more than all they could hope to receive if successful, and 
perhaps irretrievably embarrass them by making the effort to excel 
in such an unequal competition. 

View this question in its most favorat^le bearing, the undersigned 
cannot fail to see that in its practical operations it must necessarily 
be partial and local in its character, and will inevitably inure to the 
benefit of the few instead of the many, and we may be permitted to 
say the rich instead of the poor. It may and probably will be said 
that indirectly it benefits all; we admit that it may to some small ex- 
tent, though so small in the extremes pf the State as to be scarcely if 
at all perceptible. 

The undersigned is a farmer^ and a member of the society; one 
who takes a deep interest in its welfare and prosperity; and if my 

• private opinion and judgment, predicated on close observation, could 
be of any worth, I would respectfully suggest that it would be far 
better in the end for the interests of the society to ask leave to with- 
draw the petitions, recommend the repeal of the standing apprc^ria- 
tion and say to the legislature that our profession never have asked, 
nor received but little attention and less aid at yofr hands; and we/ 
will not now occasion the levy of one shilling more tasces on a peo^^ 
p]e already sufficiently burdened; but will, with Ood's blessinf^asd 
our own unaided efforts, relying on our own resources, mdc^pcaoideDai 
and &'ee, support and sustain our own society and make it an honor. 
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t0tt« FannM of iBAigmanA « oredil to Ike Stale. Tbe moiiiA' 
pitkkmed for i» uaall, 'tis tree; too tiisM to be of eaeentid beneftl^ 
td o«r societj. If we can live ^tb it^ ire can vdtkont Bat atiD it < 
lab^enoogli to estaullsfa a jireoedent uader our nev conttitation 
that I had lioped neref to tee recognisted; and if tAop(ad, I imr llie • 
tax payers of Miehigan may in the end Lave leasop to regfet it. I 
would not pretend to say the legislature batre not the power under 
the eonetotion, to make the appropriieitioD, for I am no eonaHtadoflttl 
lawyer^ If they have power, it is a mere negative power and ought 
not be exeroised except in extreme eases of necessity; and then only 
fortlie>equal and universal benefit of the whole people. 

There is another view of this proposition that should not be loat sigBt 
of| that is this: while we sustain our society within ourselves, no preja« ' 
dice can exist against us, and it must necessarily be popular; whereas » 
the small aid heretofore extended has alneady created laare or 1688 
dissatisfaction, and a strong prejudice is already obtaining among the 
people i^ainst the tax, and it is feared if it is increased as contempla- 
ted, the prejudice msy extend to the society itself. Now we 
snbmit whether if this additional amount is appropriated it will not 
occasion so strong a feeling of disapprobation as to some extent par- 
alize the benefits that would otherwise flow from it, and by far out- 
weigh any advantages the society might hope to gain. Your com- 
mittee think it would, and for this reason ought not to be granted. 

But, aside from all this, are the tax payers in a situation to bear 
heavier burdens than are already imposed upon them? We are now 
in a crisis, owing to the heavy expenditures to defray the expen- 
ses of the convention to revise Uie constitution, the largely in- 
ereased amount of interest to be paid on our public debt, together 
irith the twenty thousand dollars smkihg fuudf provided for under 
the revised constitution, with the ordinary expenses of government, 
make an amount that will test the ability of the taxpayers to meet» 
to the utmost extent they are either able or willing to bear. The 
pcdicy of providing a fund annually, to gradually extinguish our 
public debt, we believe to be founded in wisdop. It is therefore de- 
cidedly the opinion of the undersigned that every dollar of property 
fte State owns, every dollar of revenue accruing from any and every 
fiource whatever, that can legally be converted and applied^ should 
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be deTOted to the ftceompHshment of so deiinUe an end. *'Let us 
be justbefore we are generous." The time may come when oitrSteta 
shall be fitlly settlec't our public debt pud off, our eiUsens rdieved 
from their emlMurrassmentSi ar« in happy and jnosperous ctrenmstaa- 
ces; when oar beautiful Peninsula State shall have cached her deati- 
ny, and stands fo|rth redeemed, disenthralled and regenerated, the 
bright particular star among the constellation of her sister States 
that Nature and Nature's God evidmitly intended, by the lavish 
blessings bestowed upon her, that she should oecnpy. If it should 
then be deemed expedient to adopt a more liberal policy, some^ at 
least, of the objections that are now urged,, will have passed away, 
UAtil then, we are most decidedly of opinion that not one dollar that 
can by any possibility be avoided, should be appropriated lor any 
other purpose. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

P. HAYDEN, 
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[No. 6.] 

RBIPORT of the Committee on Public L«iids, relatirt to tke suk 

of certain Umversitj land. 

The CoBanitttte on Pvblie Lands to whom was referred a '* bill to 
authorize the saJe of Unirersity land m' the county of Ottaira, to 
James Hudson, at its appraised value/' have had the sane under 
consideration, and ask leave to report: That the passage of ike UD 
would be an innovation upon the policy heretofore adopted, danger- 
ous in its consequences, and one that demands and should xeerive the 
careful consideration of the Senate. 

1^0 good reason can be perceived why the minimum price now re^ 
quired on the sale of University lands^ or the policy of adopting suA 
price, should be changed in the particular caee provided fcnr in this 
bill; and if any good reason can be founds it would be difficult to 
see why all the unsold University lands should not be forthwith ap- 
praised at their present cash value per acre, or why the same princi* 
pie should not be adc^ted and the same course pursued with the pri- 
mary school lands yet unsold. 

The University and primary school lands have been especially mk 
apart and donated to this State by Congress, for a specific objeot; the 
importance of which no one will <teny, and in the accomplishment of 
which, this and each successive generation must act an impoitani 
part, and be vitally interested in the results. 

The oaae intended to be reached by this bilJ,is not one when real 
or constructive bjustice has been done the applicant The lando 
have pot been purchased by him under any misapprehensiQu as to 
their value. If the applicant is now the ocpupai^ti befojee he U^ 
possession of the lands he was hound to know upon what temM ko 
could become the owner, vid being himself a treapasseri your eoiM 
raitCee cannot see by what rule he can have any claims upon the 
1 
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sympathy oftfae LegUlature, or any just or equitable claims for re- 
Iie( such as is contemplated by the bill. 

It has heretofore been the policy of the State to reduce the price 
of each separate parcel of the University and primary school lands 
to a price at which they would be immediately saleable; and your 
committee do not believe that such should be the policy hereafter. 
Nothing beyond the interest-of the fund should ever be expended; 
and with proper care in its management and an equitable distribu- 
tion of such interest, it will for all time to come continue to meet the 
most sanguine expectations of those who established the fand and 
orifiiittted the poUcy under which it has been hikherto protected. 

.AnidB from ' any constitutional provision upon the subject, your 
committeedo'notbelievethat we huve the right to appropriate any 
part.or portion of the principal of the University or school fund. It 
should forever remain sacred and inviolate. 

We are but acting in the capacity of trustees; which trust is made, 
and should be regarded as perpeiwd and special^ with an object as 
high and holy as any on earfli, and we should be particularly cau- 
tious how powers not conferred are assumed. 

It has been the policy of the State heretofore to so manage these 
trust fiinds which have baen committed to our charge for the purpo- 
ses of education, as to have the income increase in proportion to the 
increase in the number of those who desire its benefit; and your 
committee are ftilly convinced that*the policy was founded in wisdom* 
and that it would be a departure from the strict line of duty to aban«- 
donit 

.If the principle involved in the bill should be carried out, all the 
university and primary school lands would at once be appraised and 
sold,, the income from which would thereafter be each year the aame^ 
whilst the number of those wishing its aid would be steadily but rap: 
idl^ increasing; thus annually lessening the provision which hasJ^aen 
made for their education. 

T6ur committee are aware that this is not the first effort which 
has been made to establish a precedent, calculated to change the 
pdicy of the State in respect to the educational trust funds, and the 
yearly efforts which are being made, if not for the same object, must 
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vMlilt in &# same disastrous con8eque]iee8-*»the gradiud dimiaisking 
waA final absorption of the whole fund. 

* We are bound by every principle of justice to these who havecon« 
stituted us the trustees, as well as to those who are soon to take our 
places, and for whose interest we are bound to act, to watch orer and 
protect the funds entrusted to us, and so manage them that the 
greatest possible good may result Qot only to the present^ but to 
each suocessiFe generation. 

It has been said, and may be reiterated, that the unirersity and* 
primary school lands are being increased in value by the surround- 
ing improvements, whilst they are paying no taxes; and that those 
who are contributing to such increased value should reap an imme* 
diate and corresponding benefit; or, in other words, &at they should 
be allowed to purchase those lands at the prices they were worth be- 
fore such increased yalue was given them. But whilst your commit-' 
tee willingly admit the truth of the first part of the ^position, they 
deny that there is any truth, justice or patriotism in the inference. 
It is an agreement which we are not willing to endorse, and one we 
confidently believe this Senate will not sustiun. 

It was not from any intrinsic or marketable value which these 
lands possessed, that all good men here and elsewhere have spoken 
with pride of the educational prospects of our State, then and in the 
future. At the time the university and primary school lands were 
donated to the State, they were considered nearly valueless, and were 
so in fiict. It was to this very increase in value which was to be giv- 
en them by the intelligence, the industry and the sure and rapid im« 
pTOvement of our State, to which they looked for the reaUzation of 
their hopes; and it should be regarded by us and by our successors, 
as the executors of this trust, a full and ample compensation for the 
increased value which we are giving these lands, that we are to ex- 
pend the interest of the fitnd for the purpose of educatmg those who 
must soon take our places. We are paid for executing the trust. 
We are receiving favors, not conferring; and nothing short of the ut- 
most diligence in the care of these funds, should satisfy us, or will 
satisfy those who follow us. It is not the magnitude of the case pro- 
vided for in the bill before your committee, which gives the question 
its importance, but it is the precedent to be establiriied and the policy 
to be adopted by its passage. 
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It will be hut an entermgirttdge, whieli jour committee firmly be* 
lieve would sooner or later divide and deatroj the wise and liberal 
proTiaion which has been made for the support of educatieo. It 
will be btti the note of preparation for a general attack, which must 
ere long end in the filching from the people their richest treasure. 

If it is desired that our state should maintain its present standing 
Ibr enterprise and patriotism ; if it is desired that our march should 
be onward in intelligence and virtue ; if it is desired that net enljr 
our children, but our children's children, should be able and willing, 
each in their tarn, to guard and defend the rights of our own, and of 
every state, and of our whole country, one and inseparable, let us en- 
large by any and every just and proper means the provisions for the 
education of the whole people. 

Treason will not flourish, disunion cannot prosper, anardi j will 
never prevul where the masses are intelligent and virtuous. 

Regarding, as your committee do, the principle involved in the 
policy which would be so fax established by the passage of the bill 
before them, as unwise, and one fraught with lasting and dangerous 
consequences, your committee feel compelled to report against its 
passage; and whilst doing so, they would also indulge the confident 
hope, that no action now or hereafter may be had, which can, by 
possibility, impair the sacred fund which has been entrusted to us. 
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[No. 7. ] 

THE PETITION of Mrs. C. Dennis and one hundred and fotty- 
foor other Ladies, of Yan Buren county, praying that the Sale of 
Intoxicating Liquors as a hcvera^e may be prohibited by law and 
that the Sale of the same for Medicinal and Mechanical porpoaea 
may be regulated by law. 

Tb the Senate and Mmse of Eepresentaiwet of the Siaie of MicUgan: 

The undersigned, Ladies of the county of Yan Bnren^ would re- 
spectfully represent to your honorable body, that having no renifidy 
under existing laws against the positive evils resul^og from the liquor 
traffic, the interests and well-being of community demand the pas-^ 
aag» laf some law to reatram a business, the effects of which are fiwt • 
becomings overwhelmingly oppressive in a pecuniary point of view* 
and absolutely ruinous to every other human interest which comas 
wikfam its baneful influence. 

We are aware that it has not hitherto been an easy nailter to in* 
due^ legislative bodies to take action against tjie sale of intoxiecting 
drinks, altl|ough the wida universe doea n^ funiiah^ ft reaiKm '^r ita 
continuance. Yet helievbg as we do, that the Yrcs ov Ihtxhfsb- 
ANGB which so dUfigures our land and degrades our race, can botw ^ 
be removed w^ile an unrestrained liquor traffic is parmittad by o«r 
laws, we cannot but appeal again and again to the only authority 
competent to afipyd legitimate protectiQU. 

Lengthened ai^umeat is not necessary to ofiavinfia your honorable 
body that the sale of intoxicating dfinl^s as a bevera^^ ia produetivie 
of evil— alwfiy^. i^vti, unrelieved by a ^olits^i^y goo4. Th§t no puUio 
or private mtereal ia auba^rved by i^ aonUdmnsf^* ^hal ita resnlta 
are injurious, deni^aKaing, and efben brutaljsbg io those who fbDow 
it fer gam, i|d4 <^yP9)^^<^g^7 ruinous in every §^x^ to the poor deluded 
viofwttqHW vlm^uAtotaate appetite \\ 4^pm^ ^F i^ HI^^»Ua 
success. 

^f^ 4?^^ffv§ 9^ yqmr honorable body to pagsi^ I^w at jour pve* 
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bererage, attaching suitable penalties as a pnnishment for its Tiola- 
tion; and also regulating their sale for medicinal, mechanical and 
chemical purposes, in such manner and under such restrictions, that 
the law cannot be violated with impunity. 
March, 1851. 



Mrs. p. A. House, 
Mrs. 0. Hawley, 
Mrs. N. J. Johnson, 
Mrs. H. B. Goodrich, 
Miss Mary E. House, 
Mrs. Mary £. Gage, 
Mrs. Sarah Adams, 
Mrs. C. Dennis, 
Barzuna Lee, 
Ann Hayes, 
Delia Hayes, 
Eliza Hawkins, 
Charlotte Bangs, 
Lucy Vose, 
Abigail Bangs, 
Harriet Miller, 
Hannah Tanner, 
Hannah Beacome, 
Lydia R. Pennock, 
Mrs. Anne iStewart, 
Mts. Eleanor Stewart, 

' Mrs. Mary Westover, 
Mrs. Esfalin Fla^g, 
Mrs. Amy R. WiitsoUr 
Mrs. Maiia Pantlind, 
Mrs. Polly Rose, 
Mrs. Lydia House, 
Mrs. Armina Clapp, 
Mrs. Hannah Downing, 
Mrs. S C. Palmer, 
Miss Eliza Downing, 
Miss Laura E. Cuddebeck, 
•• Mary A. Cuddeback, 
* ^ Jane L. Cuddeback, 

^ FrancesA.Cuddebaek 
Mrs. Mary M. Cuddeback, 
Louisa A. Longwell, 

"Mary A. Andrews, 
Mrs. Electa Dickinson, 
Marion Dickinson, 
Maria A. Boutwell, 

' Mary G. Thirling, 



Mrs. C. Manning, 
Mrs. £. Cole, 
Mrs. J. Pantlind, 
Mrs. M. Parker, 
Mrs. Nancy Longwelf, 
Mrs. Jane Lagrave, i 

Mrs. Eliz'th H. Simmons^ 
Rachel Anna Rix, 
Phebe Ann Hawkins, 
Margaret Ballaindne, 
Helen A. Dorghty 
Phebe A. GodTey. 
Mary J. Aldrich, 
Frances Ellen Thomp«My 
Mrs. M. Ocobock, 
Mrs. L Johnson, 
Miss L. Hays, 
Mrs. Charlotte Orsbom, 
MissAravista Woodman* 
Miss B. C. Woodman, 
Miss Tryphena Woodman, 
Mrs Amy Gray, 
Mrs. Frances L Richmond, 
Miss Frances E. Warner, 
Mcs. Cloea Emery, 
Miss Nancy Emery, 
Mrs. Martha Shearts, 
Mrs. S. H. McLaurin, 
Mrs. J. W. Shearman, 
Mrs. K A. Pike, 
Miss A E. Barrett, 
Sarah K. Stewart, 
C. S. Brough, 
Mis. £. H. Hard, 
Mrs. Sarah Smith, 
Tirza Wyma, 
Mrs. R. Clapp, 
Mrs. Manhtt H. Griases, 
Mrs. E. Smitbi 
Mrs. Mary Hennesey, 
Mrs. Bri<%et Hennesey, 
Mia Jane BeyaoUi, 
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A. H. Darke6» 
Charlotte R. SteTens, 
lfr8. JeniBha D. Godfrey, 
Miss C. Frances, 
Mrs. Hannah Palmer, 
Miss Cynthia Brown, 
Mrs. A. Shermen, 
Mrs. E. Clark, 
Lucy B. Ban^ 
Mrs. Sally Randall, 
Miss Philura L Warner, 
Mrs. Arminda Warner, 
Mrs. Sophrona Bangs, 
Kancy A. Bangs, 
Charlotte M. Bangs, 
Angeline F. Ball, 
Sally Eastman, 
Tirzah A. W. Conway, 
Mrs. Mary Ocobock, 
Nancy M. Gremps, 
Miss L. A. Ocobock, 
Miss M. y ickery, 
L. A. Blackman, 
Mrs. Sttsan Bnggs, 

" Amanda C^ley, 
Miss Martha Cooley, 
" Sarah Pennock, 
" Helen Pennock, 
Mrs^ Philura Warner, 
Mrs. Harriet Crane, 
Mrs. Lucy Brown, 
Miss Mary E. Brown, 
Miss Henrietta Brown, 



Mrs. Julia A. Thonkpaon, 
Mrs. B. Branch, 
Mrs. Maria Longwell, 
Mrs. E: Kilburn, 
Mrs. Phebe A. Hays, 
Miss Catharine Warner^ 
Mrs. Avis Warner, 
Mrs. Palina L. Grimet, 
Mrs. Eliza A. Stewart, 
Mrs. Sarah Avery, . 
Mrs. P. Lumbard, 
Mrs. A. B. Eiggleaton, 
Mrs. A. Hays, 
Mrs. Sellick, 
H. L. EgglestoB, 
Mrs. H. Melchor, 
Mrs. E. & Taylor, 
Mrs. C. L. ^ce, 
Mrs. Chastma Stone, 
Miss Fanny Kingbury, 
Miss Maria Downing, 
Miss Arelia E. Brown, 
Miss Sarah A. McGorge, 
Mrs. Caroline Ballard, 
Miss Helen Bondfoey, 
Miss Louisa Ballard, 
Mrs. L. A. Lee, 
Mrs. H. Bondfoey, 
Mrs. L. Fisk, 
Miss Mary A. Wamftr, 
Miss Matilda Tenneyi 
Miss Amanda Fisk. 
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[No. 8.] 

TABLE akowinff (he rate at itMch the Slnklrtg Fund of #20,000, pro- 
ridtdf(jr in section 'J, article 16 of thee nMtUion, with an inn-ease 
offios per cent. en:h year on the umount raised the preceding year, wi't 
liqui'Iale the State debf, and t/te amoun of in ere^t paj olie tach yiar, 
estimatinff the redeemable portion '/ said debt at ^i,0()0 OUO. 
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fNo. 9.] 

SPECIAL MESSAGE from the Goi^ernor, trtnsmittiiig eommuni- 
cation from the Superintead^nt of Lights, oa the North Western 
Lakes. 

EXBCCTIVB OKriCB, > 

Longings March 17, 1851. ) 

Tj the Senate and House of BepresenUUivet: 

I herewith transmit for your consideration, a communication from 
the Superintendent an i Inspector of lights on the North Western 
Like^t requesting the Legislature to cede to the United States juris* 
diction over a (larcel of land ne^r the mouth of the Muskegon Ri^er, 
on which it is proposed to erect a light house. 

^ JNO. a BARRY. 



ol 
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OiTXCs or Sup't & Inspect'bof Lights,) 
£7falo, March 8. 1851. } 

£ia:-*As tbe Unitecl S-ates Oorcrnmcnt is about erecting a Light 
House, d^C; at the mouth of the Muskegnn River, Oltawa county, 
Michi^ai» on a piece of land purchased for this purpose, it will bo 
necessary for us to procure the passage of the usual act from your 
Legislature, vesting jurisdiction over the above land in the United 
States. The land selected for the above purpose, is described as foU 
lows: 

* One acre of land lying and being in the county of Ottawa, State 
of Michigan, being part of lot No. 8, of fractional section No. 2d, 
in township No. 10 north of range 17 west; the entire front border- 
ing oil Muskegon river, and nmuing back the same distance, and 
being the acre of land selected by Henry 6. Miller, Superintendent 
aid Inspector of Lights, for the purpose of erecting Light House 
buildings thereon.*' 

You will therefore be pleased to lay thi^ subject at once before 
your Hon. legislative body, so that this act may be passed at the 
present session. You will also please send roe a cupy of such act, 
when passed, so I may forward it to ihe 5th Auditor of the United 
States Treasury Department, for preservation. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, respectfully your ob't serv't, 
HENRY B. MILLER, 
Stq>H and Lispecfr pf lAghU, N, W. Lakes. 
Hon. JOHN S. BARRY, 

Oovifiiar pf JlicA^an. 



^ 
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[ Fe. 1(5. ] 

COMMUNICATION from the State Treasurer relative io ike F«w 
mer's and Mechanic's Bank of Micb^an. 

Stats Treasuri:r's Office, 
Lansing, March 17» 1851. 

Hon. Wm. M. Fkntow, 

President of the Senate: 

Sir — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Senate reso- 
lution, of the date of March 14, 1851, requesting me to import cer- 
tain information to the Senate in regard to the Farmer's and Mechan- 
ic's Bunk of Michigan. 

In compliance with said resolution, I have the honor to report, that 
on the third day of January last, I called upon said Bank for all 
their notes not countersigned by me, which were in their possession 
at that time; at which time they surrendered to me twenty-three tkoU' 
sand nine hundred and fifty -five dollarsy ($23,955,) which I destroy- 
ed by burning, in presence,of certain officers of the Bank. 

I further report, that I have countersigned and delivered to said 
Bank, twenty-one thousand doi-lars of countersigned and registered 
lio.es, which are secured by a pledge of fifty thousand dollars of Mi^ 
chijran State stocks. These notes were delivered at different timet 
and in different amounts, previous to the £rst day of February last, 
at which time I took one receipt for the whole twenty-one thousand 
dollars. The aforesaid twenty -one thousand dollars are all the cous* 
tersisnied notes that have been issued from this office to said bank aft 
any time. 

In regard to Ae last inquiry in die rasolutioD, I hare to WKf ibift 
it has not come to my personal knowledge that any biSs or note* aol 
coantersigned, have been paid out by said Bank, direfUy or iBdivsil* 
]y, by its officers (ht agents, over its own eoantersi or ia any otkar 
manner, since the fifth day of ITovember* 1850, except m tho jfaHovr- 
1 
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ing instance, viz: on {he 13th inst. I called on the Farmer's and Me- 
chanic's Bank for the purpose of estimating the value of the real es« 
tate belonging to said Bank, and deducting it from (he capital stock 
for the purpose of ascertaining ihc amount of specific tax due from 
StiiJ Bank to the S'ate; and after ascertaining that sum to be $448.07, 
the ca^hirr diitcied the teller to piy to me this amount *^uut of hU 
incn (the cashiers* ) prioi to pada(/e.'* At my request, tlie teller put 
up tlie money in a package and sealed it., and on opening the same 
after my arrival at Lansing, part of it turned out to be notes of tho 
taid Bank, not countersigned. 

Respectfully yours, dec, 

B, C. WHITTEMORE, 

Slate Treasurer. 
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[ No. 11. ] 

COMMUNICATION from the State Treasurer relative to amount 
of Tax paid by the Banks of this State, <Scc., &c. 

State Trbasitrer'b Qprrcs, } 
Lansings March n,lQbl, 5 

To the Hon, William M. Fenton, 

President of the Senate: 

Sir — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Senate rifs- 
olution, of the 8th inst, calling on me for information in regard to 
the amount of tax paid by the Banks of this Slate; the amount' of 
capital sto^k; the amomt; deJiutei therofrom for v*luo of real es- 
tate, for the purpose of taxation; also the amount of stock deposited 
by each of said Banks, and the amount of bills or aotea delivered to 
each. 

In reply, I would state that the Banks hare paid the amoant of 
taxes stated below, viz: 

Michigan Insurance Company Bank, $I,670 10 

Government Stock Bank, 14S 75 

Peninsular Bank, &d5 Q>3 

Farmer's and Mechanic's Bank, 448 07 

The Michigan State Bank pays licr tax 'semi-annually, in Maf^ 
and October, and consequently has paid nothing since Istrof Jcfnun- 
ry last. In regard to the Peninsular and Government Stock Bnnks, 
it is proper that I should state that I wais at a loss to determine what 
amount of tax they were required by law to pay, and had referred 
the question to the Attorney 'General for his opinion, which I re- 
ceived this day? and in accordance with which, the taxes of the two 
Banks will be largely increased. I deem it my duty, in justice to 
said Banks, to state that they have all along assured me of their wil- 
lingness and readiness to pay such tax as sliould be determined by 
the proper authorities they were bound to pay, whenever such de- 
termination should be arrived at. 
1 
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The amouftt of eapital stock upon which the amount of taxes has 
been calculated for the different Banks, is as follows, viz: 
Far. A Mechan. Bank of Mich., capital, $400,000 
Am*t deducted for real estate, 355,1 93 $ 41,807 



Uich. Ins. Co. Bank, capital, 167,0I(> 

Value of real estate claimed by bank to 
be deducted, not adjusted, 4,769 tIC2,2U 



«*• 



Ftniiiaalar Bank, 87,250 

CtoTemmeDt Stock Bank, 25,500 

Under the decision of the Attorney General, above referred to, 
the two last named Banks will be required to pay on a capital stock 
of •100,000 eack 

1%e amount of stocks pledged with me by the different Bank$, to 
•aeim ctKulating notes, and the amount of circulating notes issued 
ftom ikii office to the respective Banks, is as follows, viz: 
Miehigan Insurance Bank. 

Individual liability notes, |1 ld,992 

Stock seeared notes, $137,040 00 

Stocks deposited, 137,067 84 

Beninsiilar Bank. 

Stock secured notes, $100,000 00 

Stocks deposited, 1C0,030 36 

Gbf emment Stock Bank. 

8to(k secured notes, $ 62,001 00 

I3t0»k» deposited, 6f,000 03 

Faiffi^sand MealiaBic^s Bank. 

IHliq^siteiurediiotes^ • ^1,000 00 

J3((^kli deposited^ u0,001 70 

4ilf>t wkiohiaxespeothlly submitted. 

Respect Ailly yours, &e., 

B. C. WHf TTEM6RE, 
State Treaturer. 



f 
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[ Vo. 12. ] 

ftEPOBT of the Committee on Expiring X^awsi respeetiDg tb« Li« 

cense Laws. 

The committee oh expiring laws, to whom was referred so much 
)of tbe new eonsUtotfoa and Governor's message as relates to the 
sale of iotozioating liquors, and eundry petitions upon the same sub* 
ject, respectfully report, that they have given to the tabjeot their 
noflt serious and eareful consideration, with an anxious desire oi dis* 
charging the thankless task so imposed upon them, in a manner that 
should meet with the approbation of the Senate, and subserve the 
public welfare in that regard. At every point of their inquiry your 
committee hate felt themselves surrounded with difficulty and mm* 
barrassttent. 

The action taken upon the subject by the late Convention, that re* 
vised the constitiition of our Stale, and the laiige number of petiikme 
that have been presented at this session of the liegfslatnne, and the 
respeotablo character and high standing of most of the petitionersp 
ajBbrd sufficient proof that the public mind is deeply exercised in 
mference to the sad and deplorable ^ffi^ts produced by the sale of 
wtoxicating Hquors, upon the hsppinesa of those individuals subject* 
ed to its blighting and witheri^ influence^ at well aft upon the genei • 
al prosperity of the country at large. 

But the vague and indefinite provieioii iaoerporated into our new 
constitution, as well ai the vartous and conflicting views expressed by 
those who have petitioned the Legislature upon the subject, would 
be sufficient to saiisfy your committee, had they no other proof, that 
the public mind is wholly unsettled in respect to the best remedy to 
be applied to efiect a termination of the evils complained ot 

7be experience of every age, but more particularly that oC the 
pKsent, remmds every honeat mind that any revolution tor good, in 
the morals of any eommunityp in order to be permanent^ m^$t prih 
1 
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cced from nn ftcttiilcliftnsre in the pttb1i« mind; llift mxf pm6&T9 «tal» 
n'.c liw calculated to restr lin the nitural inciiaatioo of tbemtAd* and 
fompel m'^nkiiit! to be in ^re hamnnc, upright and moral, will Mnfthi 
b'.t: :i cIe<iJ loiter upon the statute book, uales; it Is preOi^ed bj and 
in accjrJiincc with public sentiment; ani that any law, however 
rijht, wliich mceta with sucli a fate effects more injury than good, at 
it encourages the evil disposed to violate all law. 

But a greater obstacle than the unsettled state of public opinion, in 
the judgment of yonr committee, n presented in opposition to lej2:is« 
lation upon the subject at the present time. 

The .new consiituiion provides that " 2hat iAe Le^idaUfre MB mt 
pa^s anif w i (aUkaruip{;f^. grant of Uj»iue/or the sale of ardent ^iht$ 
or othr intoxicating liquors.** It t^ diffijuit to determine^ whetiMr thk 
provirion was inlendcd to prohibit the passage of any neat laws «pon 
the subject^ but. keep ihe present laws in (oroe, to be administered as 
befor(% ns it does not direct or recommend a repeal of existing laws; 
whether it was designed to abrogate that portion of the license laws, 
as well as prohibit others respecting, granting license to tke traffic* 
but keeps in force that pirt which prohibits the traffic tr/Z/^titeease,' 
and thus establish a perfect and perpetual prohibition thereof; or 
whether it was intended simply to remove from the traffie the obsd* 
eles thrown in its w^y, a-? well as deprive tt of the sanction afforded 
it by the license hws, and thus leave tlie traffie open and free-to thosfe 
desiring to engage therein, subject only to the common law provis* 
ions against the ereeUon of nuisances, and the penalties for tks viiola- 
tion of natural rights. From the debates and vote upon that prnvi-^ 
ston, it appeat*s that it received the support of many in favor of- 
wholly prohibiting the traffic, many in fjivor of leaving it open and 
free, and others in favor of the present license la#s. 

' It is evident, therefore, thai the Convention which revised our con^ 
stitution. aware that the public mind was much exercised in i'especfc 
to the evils of intemperance, and ihat some action would be expect- 
ed of it in that regard, was signally happy in the conception of a pro- 
vision so applicable to the p n-? en t unsettled state of the public mind;- 
one which, until a construction should be given it by the court*?, conld 
be interpreted to suit all the confli?ting theories iipon the subject. 



sliali be efieetual in removing some of the grevioas eriU fio^ii^.fi^ 
tb« traffic in ardent spirttSi are desirable and ealkd for-^libqugb 
they do not arrive at that conclosion sOvQiuch .fmm ih^mffi^^i^ts 
and highly respectable names that have endorsed the rj^pr^i^eiitatiotts m. 
end complaints contained in .the.petitiona upon that subjeeV &s .from 
their own observation; for they are aware that a too aocommodaUf^ 
spirit, in respect to lending names to petitions, prevails in this State*-^ 
that many gooJ citizens will often, for accommoiation, sign petitions 
endorsing sentiments which they would condemn Lhe.Legi<^lature fi{r 
cmyingout. Upon some. of, the petitions referred to your com- 
mittee -TO the names of some gent!<i;men who your committee a^ 
satisfied not only believe the plans recommended in their petition for 
remedying the evils complained of, are entirely impraeticable» bi|t 
who would visit the Legislature with their severest censure, should 
it attempt to carry them out; and that there are many others, whci, 
though they would not exhibit opposition to the prayer of their own 
petition to the same extent, nevertheless, by their daily habits, their 
facetious conduct to^^ards, and their patronage nnd encouragement 
extended to, those engaged in the traffic, furniajh sati><faetory proof 
that the sentiments o^ their petition are no index to their real opin- 
ions. That a large proportion, however, of the several . thousand 
highly respectable citizen^s who have signed the petitions presented 
upon that subject, are really at heart believers in and devotedly at- 
tached to the sentiments of their respective petitions, your commit- 
tee do not entertain a doubt, as conflicting as they may appear, and 
that they will deserve your consideration. Without first knowing, . 
however, what construction will be given to the constitutional provi- 
sion referred to, by tlie Supreme Court of this State, and what its 
effect upon the traffic, without any other new provision of law, wouid 
be, your committee have been in doubt as to what is the duty of die 
Legislature in the premises.. If the Legislature held annual sessfottS> 
your committee, in view of the danger of coming in contact with the 
construction that may be given by the court to the constitution, by 
their attempting to meddle with the license laws at the present time, 
would have recommended that no action should be taken upon tho 
«nbject at the present session; but, as it is otherwise provided, they 



4 fevATS Doo. Mo. 12. 

-Itftve not been abb to reeoneite saeh a vottrse wiA their sense rf dn» 
'%f in that regard. 

If any constmctioh can be giren to the provision of the eonstita* 
6on referred, which shall glre it any positive and practical effect, 
yoar committee believe it must be regarded as asserting tbe broad 
principleof condemnation of all laws for licensing the traffic, and that 
it virtually annuls our present license laws, as well as prohibits oth- 
ers. But to prevent controversies and litigations |hat may arise from 
conflicting opinions upon that subject, your committee recommend a 
formal repeal of all such laws. 

And for the purpose of leaving the question witli the peojiie. where 
all power properly belongs, and whose judgment all good citiacns 
should, in a republican government, at all times abide, to say wheth- 
er the traffic shall be thrown open, be prohibited, or be curtailed and 
restrained, by making the vender liable for all the injuries immediately 
resulting from the traffic, yourcommitfee recommend that two amend- 
ments to the constitutional provision upon that subject be submitted to 
the people, which shall determine their will in that respect; and for such 
purpose they have prepared and herewith present a bill for the for- 
mal repeal of the license laws, and joint resolutions for submitting to 
the people the amendments to the constitution, in which they ask the 
concurrence of the Senate, and that they may be discharged from the 
Airther considf ration of the subject. 

H. S. MBAi>. 

Ckeurmam^ 
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[ No. 13. ] 

« 

COMMUNICATION from the SecreUry of State, relative to tht 
expenses of the Constitutional Convention. 

Offic£ op the Sccretart of Statb» 

Lansing, March 21, 1851. 

Hon. Wm. M. Fbnton, 

President of the Senate: 
Sir— I have the honor to acknowledg^e the receipt of the follow- 
ing preamble and resolution, adopted by the Senate on the 19th inst.: 
'* Whereas, It is provided by the constitution that the present Le- 
islature shall providje for the payment of all expenditures of the 
Convention to revise the constitution, and of the publication of the 
•ame; therefore 

**Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to ascertain 
and report to the Senate the expenses of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion, specifying the items of the same, anddistmguishing beti^een the 
items paid and the items unpaid, and for which provision yet remaina 
lo be made." 

In answer to the resolution, I respectfully submit the statements 
kereto appended of the paid and unpaid expenses of the Constitu* 
tional Convention, so far as I hare been enabled to ascertain th« 
aame. Havmg no documents or papers on file in this office pertaiA- 
mg to this subject, l have obtained this information from other sour* 
ees. The statement of exfenaea paid was furnished by the Auditor 
0«neral from his books, and is undoubtedly correct The statement 
of the tm/xni expenses is made up from esUmaieSf and, of course, is 
not accurate. Some smaller items, it is quite probable, are omitted. 
1 
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I think, howeTer, the sum total of the tmpmd statement approximates 
ywj nearly to the real amomit of the unpaid expenses of the Con- 
vtntioD* 
M of which is respectfully submitted. 

Very respectfully yours, 

C. H. TAYLOR, 

Secretary of State. 
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STATEMENT of ea^enses cf ConstUutwnal Convention of 1850, 

already paid. 

Pay of members and officers, $27,980 00 

Printing, 2,845 84 

Stationery, 815 70 

Binding, 851 89 

Enrolling journal, 152 16 

Advertising notices of election of delegates, 36 00 

$32,681 65 



ST A TEMENT of estimated expenses of Constitutional Convention of 

1850, unpaid. 

Newspapers furnished members, $450 00 

Binding 1,200 copies of Debates, 1,500 00 

R. W. Ingals, printing and publishing debates, 1,000 00 

Constitution published in 60 papers, at $25 each, 1,500 00 
C. J. Fox, superintending publication of Debates, proof 

reading, and preparing indexes, 600 00 
H. S. Roberts, services in completing journal after ad- 
journment of Convention, 25 00 
R. W. Ingals, debates mailed to newspapers, printing con- 
stitution, and other items, SOO 00 
Casper Butz, translating constitution into the German 
language, 50 00 

t6,825 00 



% 
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[No. 14.] 

REPORT of the Committee on Finance, on a Bill to provide for 
auditing and paying ike Expenses of the Constitutional Conven* 
tion. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred ''a bill to pro- 
vide for auditing and paying the expenses of the constitutional Con* 
vention/' have had the same under consideration, and have instruct* 
ed me as their chairman, to make the following repert: 

That upon reference to section 21 of the Schedule to the constitu- 
tion, the committee £nd that the Legislature are required to provide 
for the payment of all expenditures of the Convention to revise the 
constitution, and for the purpose of complying with this provision, it 
became important to ascertain what the aggregate amount of expend- 
itures were, their nature, and the kind and amount of items that yet 
remain unpaid. 

By a resolution calling upon the Secretary of State, adopted in 
the Senate on the 10th inst, the following has been furnished as the 
expenses of the Convention: 

Paid. 



Pay of members and officers, 


127,960 00 


Printing, 


2,845 '84 


Stationery, 


815 76 


Binding, 


851 89 


Enrolling journal, 


152 16 


Advertising notices of election of delegates, 


36 00 


, 


932,681 6$ 



1 
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Unpaid. 

Newspapers furnished members, $450 00 

Binding 1,200 copies of Debates, 1,600 00 

11. W. Ingals, printing and publishing debates, 2,000 00 

Constitution published in 60 papers, at $25 each, 1,600 00 
C. J. Fox, superintending publication of Debates, proof 

reading, and preparing index, ' 600 00 
H. S. Roberts, services in completing journal after ad- 
journment of Convention, 25 00 
R. W. Ingals, debates mailed to newspapers, printing con- 
stitution, and other items, 200 00 
Casper Butz, translating constitution into the German 
language, 50 00 



$6,325 00 



It seems that provision is yet to be made for priming, stitching and 
binding 1200 copies of the reported debates of the Convention. 
This is in addition to 1200 copies furnished to its members during its 
sitting, making 2400 copies in all. Of this number, 13 copies were 
distributed to each member, 1 2 in sheets, and 1 bound copy. (Jour- 
nal of Convention, pages 16 and 50.) 

Your committee have been perplexed and confused in attempting 
to reconcile this distribution of books, with the principle laid down 
iQ-jsection \%>, article 4 of the constitution, whicli provides that each 
member of the Legislature shall be entitled to one copy only of the 
laws, journals and documents of the Legislature of which he was a 
member, but shall not receive, at the expense of the State, books^ 
newspapers, or other perquisites of office. They approached the 
question, deeply impressed with the many difficulties whioh surround- 
ed them, and entered upon the consideration of it with extreme deli- 
cacy, and trammelled with great doubt. 

• The 6ame sovereign power that breathed the breath of life into tto 
iti^Sohttbn, recognized and £xed the principle above alluded to hi the 
(^siitution. The difficulty arises in attempting to determine wbfebi 
should be construed as paramount, the resolution or the constitution* 
Both seem to be clear, concise and conclusive, yet both cannot stand. 
Your committee, however, are inclined to thiak, after much delibera- , 
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lion, that the resolution ought to prevail, as the other construction 
would be followed by consequences so disastrous to the inepibers of 
the Convention themselves, that your committee could not possibly 
think of giving the question so melancholly a turn. They therefore 
think that the appropriation ought to be made, and recommend ac- 
cordingly. 

Your committee, however, having overcome this objection, and 
having resolved to recommend*an appropriation for printing the de- 
bates, and also for the distribution of the copies provided among its 
members, immediately came in conflict with two other items which 
threatened at once to overwhelm them. They allude to the item for 
newspapers and stationery. They find the following resolution at 
page 523 of the journal of the Convention: 

*^Mesolved, That this Convention recommend to the next Legisla- 
ture that proper compensation be paid by the State to the proprietors 

r 

of the various newspaper press who have regularly furnished the 
members of this Convention with their papers." 

They find also in section 15, article 4 of the constitution, the fol- 
lowing as the prescribed amount to members of the Legislature for 
newspapers and stationery: 

"For stationery and newspaper?, not exceeding five dollars for 
each member during any session." 

The amount estimated for newspapers alone, is $450 00 — $4 50 
for each member of the Convention; and for newspapers and sta- 
tionery, $1,265 76, or $12 to each member. While ypur commit- 
tee believe that the Legislature have fifty times more business in bulk 
tlian came before the Convention, and consequently must consume 
a much greater quantity of stationery, your committee concede -that 
five dollars is sufficient to cover the expense to each member of the 
Legislature for newspapers and stationery, and all that the Legisla- 
ture have voted for several years past, and the}'^ cannot convince 
themselves that the Convention was in earnest, after having engraft- 
ed that amount in the constitution, and thus solemnly -affirmed it, 
in recommending the payment to themselves of so piuch larger an 
amount. Your committee, however, believe that the pienabers of tfke 
Convention patriotically oflfered up themselves as a practical illustra- 
tion of the danger of leaving that provision out of the organic law* 
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for the benefit of all future Legislatures; that this was an eiample 
given to shun — not to imitate. An error may illustrate its opposite, 
truth, as well as truth, error; and they therefore cheerfully recom- 
mend the appropriation. 

Your committee, in pursuing their laborious investigations, find 
that the bill provides for an appropriation to C. J. Fox. The unpaid 
' claim of Mr. Fox arises under the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That C. J. Fox, one of the reporters of this Conven- 
tion, be and he is hereby authorized and required to superintend the 
proof-reading and publication of the debates of the Convention, and 
to complete the index of the same." (Journal of Converdion, page9 
462 and 519.; 

The claim of Mr. Fox amounts to $600, which is in addition to 
his services as Reporter during the sitting of the Convention, and for 
services rendered after the adjournment of the same. Your commit- 
tee believe that his duty was a careful supervision of the debates, so 
that no error might find its way into the volume in the absence af the 
members. This is a matter in which all our State pride is enlisted; 
and your committee think an appropriation ought to be made, out of 
which Mr. Fox should be paid what his services are worth. 

Your committee do not know whether or not they are called upon 
to inquire into the payment made to members of the Convention du- 
ring the adjournment of that body between June 29 and July 9. 
They feel delicate upon the subject, and would prefer to be excused. 
They find that several resolutions were offered, both before and afler 
the adjournment, declaring that it would be unjust to the tax-payers 
of this State for the members and officers of the Convention to re- 
ceive any pay from the public treasury during said adjournment; but 
owing to a misapprehension of the purport of these resolutions, or 
to a press of business, or possibly to a want of votes, your committee 
are compelled with sorrow to say that the resolution did not pass, and 
that between $2,000 and $3,000 were drawn from the treasury to 
pay members and officers during this adjournment. 

However, it is cheering to reflect that the Convention have forever 
prohibited the possibility of a like occurrence again, unless another 
Constitutional Convention should be called. Members of the Le- 
gislature are to be paid for '^actual attendance only, and when absent 



Senate Doc. No. 14. 5 

OD aceountof sickness/^ so the error died where it was born) and no 
ftpprehensioQ need exist of its recurrence. 

Your committee would, however, say that they cannot think it ne- 
cessary to appropriate $1»500 for merely binding 1200 copies of the 
debates, or 11.25 per volume; and they recommend an amendment 
to to the bill. 

They also think that $600 is an estimated amount too great for 
the services of Mr. Fox. They are willing to allow to him an amount 
not exceeding three dollars a day, for the time actually and necessa- 
rily employed, which the committee believe is all that Mr. Fox 
claims. 

The charge of 8200 for mailing debates to newspapers, printing 
constitution, and other items, your committee have not investigated 
fully, and indeed do not know how broad an amount ** other items'' 
covers. This, however, will be a subject of consideration for the 
State Auditors. 

Your committee report back the bill, with amendments in which 
the concurrence of the Senate is asked. 

H. H. RILEY, 
CtCn Com, on Finance. 
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[No. 15.] 

REPQftT of Old Committee en Prmtmg ralatire to pmiaig C«Mli- 
tutioB And liawft in tbd German Laognage. 

^ 'Tl)o MnaifilttQie on ptinti&g, to lAmaa was wtered lita prtjtioi of 
t\imfitt«id 9iktn ftfld «ef«&t}'-«ei'exi odiem, pfx«7iBg tbiA our «i» 
stildtioft and laws may be tmnslated and pnblidied in Ifae Gfrtott 
lusgui^ bfty»lifAl titi4 same ttadicr eonaidenitioii and dlscatcd »* At 
report: 

Tke ptttyer of tbe pel^acffik iad undier oenidersdan Bcoms It 4iifl 
fi^r tlier piiblioitkm In the Gkerman language, of t>wc nialbm oodi^if 
itattM Ittws, inrolving a li^KVy expense on the State, whittk gMff 
eottinktee taiiUeTe irould be of Httie nae to Ike pefltioneirt ibetaarhr ^ 
or bnj others in like circume^eee. 

It is undoubtedly for the interest of the State to offer e^ery t«a- 
sonable inducement to the Grerman emigrant, seeking a home in thia 
country, to take up a residence within our borders and occupy our 
vacant lands; and also to extend to the already large number of tiiie 
class now settled with us, every proper facility to become &m3isr 
with our institutions and laws. They constitute a class, in worth and 
intelligence, deserving our highest esteem; and viewed in the light of 
industrious, frugal and useful citizens, they stand among the fore* 
most of the front ranks. Many of them are now citizens and voters, 
and under the provisions of the new constitution the foreign emi- 
grant who arrives to-day, may, within a short period, attain the 
rights and privileges of citizenship. It is then not only important 
but necessary to the true interests of the State, to extend to ber 
adopted citizens all suitable means whereby they may acquire, at the 
shortest period practicable, a knowledge of our laws, and comet 
ideas of their obligations and rights. 

A majority of our emigrant population are Germans, luabk to 
read or speak our national language. They generally arrive in laigt 
eompanies, and take up large tracts of territory, covering oitire town* 
afaips, where they immediately incur respotisibilities and meet wiilk 

1 
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Berioas diffioolties in town organications and otherwise, from inabttitf 
to read our laws. These difficulties most co&tinne until they ae- 
qnire a knowledge of the English tongae, or the laws are, (o some 
extent, published in their own language. The former is certainlj th* 
more desirable pl&n of removing all inconveniences and difficulties^ 
asi at the same time, it would obliterate any distinctive feelmg or 
character among persons from difierent countries, but now dtiseas 
of the- same State, having a common interest in her weMars and proe* 
perity. But it requires several yesrs, even with close appliisation anil 
ttndy, to scquire a knowledge of our language, and without a pnbU« 
eation in their own language, pur adopted citizens must remain for a 
length of time, ignorant of their duties and rights. 
t. Your committee, therefore, while of opinion that the prayer of (1m 
petilson shduld be denied, deem it advisable to recommend the trans* 
kUcm and publication, in the German tongue, of certain pwtioiia of 
our statute laws of immediate importance to the enigiiiit Mttlsr» 
and bare directed me to introduce a bill 
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tNo. 16.]. 
SE70KT 0f GiMliiliittoe eA ftdie«dnMMft ta ih6 Omi<lfnCi< 

Mr. Roberts presented the followiDg report: 

TIm coM«it4e<t» iribom vna refevred tfie ^tfe^tialy of i^H w fawftig 
imemdrntfiila lo tbe CdiMitilitti«ri» rcqwetfuU; report, tbai At pieeeal 
GonsliMttieft was- ad<^d by » large mafority' of the people Of Mieh^ 
ig^D, and might be pretamed, therelbl«v ia its essentiaL eiuBSCt^ 
pbomiona aad featbres, to be l&o delibeniter and solemn decimoa of 
ii» popular wiHw If this^ wiere so in faot, any proposition for achasq^ 
of thai instmineni before U had stood tihe test rf &ie^ might ^ipeir 
lftsTaciUatioB,.be connderedUl timed and fititight perhaps withdao* 
ger. Oppoflition to any of the provisions of the oonstitationH»««i< dimim 
lo OBgralb ilew feataoresi should be bailed npoH well delibentsd piv> 
ittia of its aotuol ijQipeffeictionfl^a&d tipon- dlie eonsidesttion' of ibo 
f$Ui^ g0oi and the best weMarO 6f the peopiei Eacpressaons of pirir* 
Uk^ sentiment ai» thfe early jieriodl dlter dhe adopticttr of the ooiiatttgttan 
mot^ bowov«» besoming general thail this institemeBit does in fiiot 
oantoift pr<»«isiQ«s vfbiob aro tbe cbn^ of disoontent and diffieiAji^ 
laUsb^ waiitob stand the test of toao. 

SSiai^ift mady rss^eetH* A^ now oaAatkniion lamodvanoi^of tbeioM 
la^d<»nbtleffa adknDiHedged> Those ckoses which are; biadiiH^ fa 
bofsr meel ptiomioeiMJ^^ on tha» gaeail iiiterestS' ol the peopk; and whieli 
a|pearto*hirver te tlMur object' » redaction in the emfMSm of His 
0t«osnm#9t^^o le$seiusif aiMl equidiaingof ttksatton'-HiiorsoomjBg 
beyond douiUaxfd folaio eon^Kyvexoy^ tbepojeHoiit of oov olfcuM dsU^ 
hoTO hod their ctontrolling efiG^ct oponr aU classes of onr ckixono m 
▼otii^, for the adcuition of t]iat instrument — while* at the. same* time 
o]bj#«4ojgkablo features weve found be&re its adoption^ whkh^ i4 w^ 
wefl «nde]C6too4 could be afieirwaids remedied iu^^e forms pseacribed 
in the instramegat itsdf 
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Propositioii8 for modification or change cannot be deemed Uitti^- 
fore as the oflSqfrring of discontent, directed at the constitutioa with* 
oat reason, bat as the resolt of an earnest disposition to give to it 
that perfection which it isbelieyed a majority of the people reqaireto 
giye it their fall approbation. 

The short time remaining of this session of the Legislatare, and the 
press of basiness following its close, preclades the idea on the part of 
the Gonmuttee, of an elaborate discossion of unendments proposed 
for submission to the popular vote. Prominent as a required amend* 
ment in this respect, however, stands the judiciary system. If the 
policy which prevailed in the convention to establish a system of dr- 
coit courts and provide for the election of judges by cireuits, is ob^ 
jectionablein theoiy, it has every prospect^ so £eu- as its operations can 
be foreseen, to be no less fatal in its practical results. 

Without reviewing the arguments which have been heretofore ad^ 
duced in favor of or against either an independent supreme tribunal, 
or the system as it is, the committee are satisfied that the latter will 
fail to give satis&ction to the people or secure the strongest de^poee 
of confidence in its decisions. With this view the committee are 
unanimous in their sentiment that a prc^>o8itioa to amend the consti* 
iiition in this respect should be submitted by this legislature, em- 
bracing a different system, and which proposition the committee have 
embodied in a resolution which will be submitted to the Senate. An 
additicmal reason exists fco* submitting this amendment from the feet 
that no legislation can probably be had under the term of two yeiis 
at least, should such amendment not be submitted at this sessioDt 
whilst in the mean time it may be aj^irehended from the dp^vtion of 
the detfol of the present system that its evils will have taken so deep 
root into our governmental policy as to beo<»ne a perman^il and 
fixed part 6f it Time will sufficiently tnterv^ie aiao after the sub- 
missicm of this amendment to the people, to enable them to exercise 
their judgment as to its merits with greater care and satisfaction. 

' Remaining provisions of the constitution, embracing the Legisla- 
tive department, the clause referring to county government, and oth- 
er existing constitutional enactments, will doubtless require modifica* 
4k» or change. Th« great error !n the present constitution exists in 
the deiwl whidi ha§ been incorporated in ii In a new country — ^in 
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an increasiiig and changing sUte» advancing from the first stages of 
setdement to a constant and higher advancement in resources^ in 
wealth, in popalation, in prosperity, in agricultural, maaufiicturing 
and commercial fame, it would seem to be at least impracticable, if 
not a settled error of judgment, In req>ect to the future, to incorpo* 
rate into the organic law those regulati<»is or provisions which are 
aubjectto the law of progression, m all those great interests which 
pertam to the individual business of the citizen, and the collectiTa 
efforts of the people in promotion of the general welfare. All such detail 
is the proper subject of legislatimi. To restore to the people throogli 
their representatives, assembled in Legislature, the right, the powor» 
to regulate from time to time those details which atore or less re- 
quire change to suit the varying condition and circumstances of th* 
times, is deemed by the committee an important object of accomplish* 
ment, and they will submit further propositions in this respect. 

These propositions do not embrace all the amendments which aeem 
to be required, but in adopting or changing the permanent law, tha 
committee are governed by the maxim that changes only should ba 
made upon sound, well-digested and necessary consideration of their 
importance to meet the requirements of an enlightened people. Aa 
a general thing, stability and permanency in the frame work of oor 
government, and as far as porsible in the laws, are most desirable; 
and the comm i ttee have only had sufficient time to deliberate in n« 
fotion to those subjects which have appeared to be moat in^xurtant m 
protecting the State and its citizens from the necessity of being sub- 
jectedJ[to change and confusion by constant and repeated discussion 
hereaftcTi m relation to the fundamental law. 

E. J. ROBERTS^ 
N. G. ISBELL, 
JOHN BARBER, 
ANDREW HARVIB, 
PHILOTUSHAYDEN, 



\ 
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[Ko. !».] 

PETITION of tt. W. Smith and 88 others, roUtiTe to Kew Boffa* 

lo and the Central Rail Road. 

7b ike Smtdors and Eepre€eniaiwe9 </ the State of MteUfftm: 

QnrruucxN — ^We, the undersigned oitiaens of New BuflGab aad 
▼iciDity, having our whole interest at stake on the final determinatiw 
of the Michigan Central Rail Road, as it regards the two places of 
which they will make the point of the embarkati<Hi to and from Lake 
Michigan; and believing that the Legislature has not entirely surren- 
dered their whole control over the matter, and that the interest oi the 
State is involved in their final decision, would respectfully call your 
attention to the following facts and consideratbns: 

It is a well known fact to you, gentlemen, and to the rail road com* 
paay that the people believed that one of the mun conditiona of the 
sale of the Central road was, that it touch some point on Lake^lGoh* 
igan within the State, where steamboats and other water craft jcoold 
enter and lie in safety; and if the company chose to touch that poinl 
where Nature was not prepared to receive them, then they were to 
make an artificial harbor that would answer all the purposes. This 
we consider to be the construction of the contract, both express and 
implied; and if this b not the true construction of the original .con- 
tract, then the people have been ^ egregiously defraudedi both by 
theiir representatives and by the rail road company. For neither 
have taken any pains to disabuse the public in this matter. 

We believe that; notwithstanding the apparent solicitude of the 
company, (by their att'y,) for the interest of the State, that such • 
ihing,if it ever crosses their mind at all, is of secondary ccmsiderik 
tion, and only peeps into thpir deliberations when they have a peti* 
tion to write and some fisivofs to asL This we believe to be too plain- 
ly shown by the policy of the company, and more ptgrticulajrly by tha 

attorney himself, in his remonstrance to the Legislature as ce^^fA 

1 
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in the daily Tribune of March 13th. He telle yott there plainly, Uiat 
(he naain point of the road touching Lake Michigan thi« side of Chi- 
cago, will be Michigan City, in the State of Indiana, five miles west 
the line of that State for which hd professes so much interest Bnf* 
falo seems to be a region entirely unknown to him. It seems that he 
is not aware that the rail road touches any other spot on the lake but 
Miclugan City. He strides up to that point as though his petitioii 
was add^eslcd to the burghers of that town, rathei* than the Hour 
Legislnture of Michigan. That the company must have a double 
slaiace of impudence &nd alssiirance to call upon your honorable body 
lUI* fiavoiis, itftef hating 4ii3a|)poi)ited your coui^teebts of tiwir&ir- 
4^ e±pet^ions; and, n^hat taekes it doubly insulting^ ik%f M joa 
!to ybfitr ratfe thalt th(^ir interei^t lies in Indiftna, and their honor lids 
M^ thts iiest of their moral qtMlities, aibong the thibgs thet nevtr 
m^. Thht the Michigi&n Central Rail Road, by fiilsepreteBeesaad 
^d- xtieaus tiishonorabfe to a blackleg, enoouragod nMUf to aetti^ 
ihh totmfsHp of New Buffalo, mud by the same ffieaas obUnaed the 
tighi of way for half ^te sum that wi^uldoftherwise haxe been aabsd. 
tt'^^^V} ctebeive the people Aicfre effectually, they mede |^at 
))9^p^afidhs ibr feoMing land ^trer improretaeuts, as if fhe^ mted- 
rt to mefee this b ^kit (^ %o&^ <bottseqii6ttce; and as i^doa as thto 
4^ '^v«s ^dein jpHi^hed , ikf e w tog^sthi^'^ 1^ old sheds> mWl 4onmem* 
^MMtySiiiig M^Miehigan City,i(» a scaQe of ma^ficeo(ie eq^ te 

fhattbek ^tefl^ded ^regwrd for Hie intetrests of the State is sll 
Iffi^aSr hi^^^risy aad ^haltow pretenee. That in fheit whole deaKi^ 
iHlfti \^ fitiiie, Ibol^ individiiidly sad eoUecti vely, they have pursued 
Vke ^liMd^ defsyte of petty manemreringsnd HMohiav^UaB peliey te 
'^MHbe their {)roitB and tokbiric off iiespocisibiUtie& T]»eyliavf 
made use '6f €be l&^Hi^^ kind of btrigue imd base ^Afiom949 to «e^ 
^i)b^iA ttrehr pm^es^ ivever feeing, like no^n, the bmbess i1i£m- 
%e)'^, but iaffte^ txse of sindfte ose elong the Ihies, iThom thf^^ooU 
'!ia^ iMCh ^kf^ ttnd battery, as tods to fugjle ivith •theflii is tbe mat»> 
^Mft ^i^h %h^y tkAi^ iMttded liibe petple end bought up Ibe r^ 
^^iK^ Ihtiough this eoun toy, inafcing^gMstpreleseieiw ilupough their 
^do% HM %«tilllnjg bMk libese aodihe .|e4ple tftith <f»leaBjpt» iste 
%Mff'4M8 <Ml«<s«iir^ ettd if m eeue i^QteiMs they 4|Hpe«r ifk ez' 
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ttfbit tolne tmits ^ genefosilgr, it k irettiefred 40«bly meaa \m Ike «jr« 
of Ae careftilobseirer^iriM) sees in the uti^ trantMtknia bMe«b»« 

4j^t to a ftelfiib Mend. 

' THhej win cavil for lieurswitli Ae halt, t&e lame ani t!he poiirafty*' 
stricken Wretch, for a few shillings of &re, bat will stow flieff cal« 
vfiil] of governors, representatives^ delegates and other dignitaries, av 
ft^ luggage, (hough faid by the State at the same tkne for trav«l- 
4ng. They are as obsequeoas hm a liveried footman to Aose tkef 
think command Influence; but those who are so unfortunate as uoi 
to possess any, most cuqjieetlio meet with the •coarsest kind esf mhrO* 
ity. 

They have obstructed the navigation of onr river and moospoli- 
zed all access to the lidie from our village^ and have in^de tbeir •ehar« 
ges such for pierage, as to amount ia prohibitioD, ^speobitly \aa to 
wood and lumber, our only articles of commerce. Kot sfftififiedwitk 
working evfl to our town, but the State generally, by extending 
the road to Michigan City, and <>ther exactions and extortions, we 
learn that they are about to erect a plaoe for the aeeemiMdation of 
the traveling public ^pon their pier, thereby working death to Ae 
j)ro6periiy of our viHnge. 

We would therefore most earnestly request and coaunand yon, 
our servants and repiwsentatives, to keep «n eye Watchfal to the ma* 
'Chinations of this companj* and recommend to youir henorable body 
the propriety of giving notice to the said company to desist from im* 
jportuning ihe Legislature for ^stvors, and of spending their money in 
giving free rides to influentials tending legislative sesMons widi theur 
jninions, to ^ork corruption with our honorable representatives, giv* 
ing oyster suppers and champagne parties to those in high plaees, 
which your petitioners consider tantamount to bribery, an insult to 
your honorable boc^, and tends to conirm in the minds of die peo- 
ple the gossip of the day, that "the Hon. the Legislature are no bet- 
ter than they should <be." 

Thatih^ said company be enjoined to fiiithfully and truthfully ful- 
fill the con^tiims of their charter, by improving their pier» making 
It sale for landing at all times, as they can do very easily, or movo 
their konnel of dogs that precludes access to the lake. 
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Toll ih«ai ibat their maehia?eliaD policy has a tendency to injure 
ihoee to whom the people have eutrusted their affairs. Tell them to 
•how a diaposition to honorably fulfill their present obl^^ationa to tho 
State, before they seek for favors at your handi. Tell them thin^aiid 
you.will retrieve in part what you have almost entirely lost, viz: the 
respect and confidence of the people. 

New Buffalo, 1851. 



R. W. Smith, 
O. H. Topping, 
Wm. A. J. Topping, 
Thornton Ewan, 

D. BirdsalK 
Henry Balch, 
J. Hixon, 

E. B. Pressy, 
David Pierce, 

D wight Plimpton, 
Volney Satterlee, 



Simeon Fierce, 
A. M. Brownell, 
J. C. Easton, 
Philip Dean, 
D. McKynser, 
Daniel Fry, 
Rufus Pierce, 
D. M. Hunt, 
John ShcridaBf 
Thomas Maudlin, 
Eli Stanfield, 
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[ No. 1. ] 

REPORT of the Committee of Ways end Means, relative to the 
compensation of Members and Officers of the Legislature. 

The committee of ways and means, to whom was referred Senate 
amendment to House bill to provide for the payment of members and 
officers of the Legislature, have had the same under consideration, 
and instructed me to report the same to the House, and recommend 
the following action of the House thereon:— 

ist. Concur in the 1st, 3d and 4th sections of said Senate amend« 
ment. 

2d. Strike out section 2 of said Senate amendment, and insert : 

^The compensation of the President and members of the Senate, 
and of the Speaker and other members of the House of Represen- 
tutives, shall be three dollars per day for actual attendance, and when 
absent on account of sickness, for the first sixty days of the session, 
(and nothing thereafler;) and ten cents for every mile actually tra- 
veled in going to and returning from the place of meeting. Each 
member of the Senate and of the House of Representatives shall 
also be entitled to receive five dollars for newspapers and station- 
ery. 

''The compensation of the Secretary, Engrossing and Enrolling 
Clerks and Sergeant-at-arms of the Senate, and of the Clerk, En- 
grosmng and Enrolling Clerks and Sergeant-at-arms of the House of 
Representatives, and of the Clerks employed, with the consent of 
dcher Senate or House of Representatives, by any of the standing 
or special committees of either of said Houses, shall be three dol- 
lars per day for actual attendance during the session. 

*^The compensation of the Fireman of the Senate and of the House 
of Representatives, shall be two dollars per day for actual attend- 
ance during the session. 

X 
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"The compenfation of the MoMengtrf of tbo Statto and of tht 
Houie of Representatives, shall be one dollar per day for aetttal at* 
tendance during the session." 

In presenting to the House the above amendment for its adoption^ 
your committee have endeavored to adhere strictly to the prori^ns 
of the revised constitution. The 15th section of the 4th arttele so 
explicitly defines the compensation of members of the Legialatare, 
as to leave no room for a difference of opinion on that subject Your 
committee, therefore, thought it advisable to etatt thenar Hm*, ttdr 
leage and stationery allowance definitely. 

The 17th section of the 4th article of the revised constitution, 
provides that ''the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Eepresentatives, shall be entitled to the same per diem 
compensation and mileage as members of the Legislature, and no 
more." This provision,-^ in the opinion of the committee^ fixes the 
compensation of the Speaker of the House of Bepresentativea as 
clearly as the 15th section does that of members of the Legislature; 
aud would also fix the compensation of the President of the Senate 
with equal clearness, were it not for its possible^ though accideQtal, 
modification by the 20lh sectioi^ of the schedule, which provides that 
'Hhe salary or compensation of all persons holding ofllce under the 
present (old) constitution, shall continue to be the same as no^ 
(August 15th, 1850) provided by law, until superceded by their sue* 
ces^ors, elected or appointed under this constitution; and it shall 
not be lawful hereafter for the Legislature to increase or diminish 
the compensation of any officer during the term for which he is elec* . 
ted or appointed." 

The Legislatures of 1847, '43, '49 and '50, each of them^ .^vi- 
ded by law for the payment of their respective cheers ao4 mem- 
bers* The laws enacted for that pui;pose, contain no ptovimn re* 
pealing preceding laws, nor, in fact, do they conUun aBy aliuaioo to 
preceding laws; but seem to have been considered as merely providing 
for the payment of the officers and members of the Legialatiire pas- 
sing them. Nor do they, in fact, contain any provision for the'pay- ' 
ment of the President of the Sjen^te; but permit him to seek -His'; 
corapensution under the provisions of the IDth section of the 5th article ~ 
of the constitution of 1835, which provides, ''the^Lieutenant Govern- 



pro tempore, shall each receive the samr connpeMWlen mM iMk \m 
irftetflrf tcrth»%eaitefr of:tl»e<HaWiirf g»piiiMititfita,^ 

ItxfaouUr bere.bft faDise. in odnilihei' tlia. congKtutiOft of IMI 
iwriii mo pr»>M0ii.fi«r th» «gtm> o enifw i tifHioi i mf 'Ae S|ieafc»»^ 
tlieiiihaee; tetiwiiiiiiiu faiin tp-ncmymmaciv egtat ;490Mpa»flittap aw* 
tlM'reape6^iReIj«p«ktuBaB^nMi3r.«ilo!yr;.otflt thesaiMi^ LegMitaeei 
mtffht allow at'tMr reapective sessiMis^shDiM-tbiy hold more tow. 
one; and proyides that ^'the President of the Senate abatt reeeivei 
the same compensation as shall be allowed the Speaker of the 
House," — evidently meaning, in the opinion of your connniittee, 
such compensation as shall, for the time being, be allowed by the re- 
spective Legislatures, or by any one Legislature at its respective 
sessions. 

Your committee are of opinion that this 19th section of the consti- 
tution of 1835, was all the law in force, at the time of signing the re- 
vised constitution, which in any way provided for the compensation of 
the President of the Senate. That the 20th section of the schedule 
continues said 19th section of constitution of 1835 in force until the 
President of the Senate shall be superceded by a successor, elected 
under this constitution. That, as said 19th section provides that the 
Lieutenant Governor shall, except when acting as Governor, re- 
ceive the same compensation as shall be allowed the Speaker of the 
House; that, as the 17th section of the 4th article of the revised 
constitution provides that the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives shall be entitled to the same per diem compensation and mil^ge^ 
as members of the Legislature, and no mor^ and, as the 15th sec* 

tion of the 4th article of the revised constitution provides that the 

• 

compensation of members of the Legislature shall be three dollars 
per day for actual attendance, and ten cents for every mile actually 
travelled in going to and returning from the place of meeting, more 
than three dollars per day and ten cents per mile, could not be paid 
the President of the Senate, without a violation of the constitution; 
and that, therefore, it is the duty of the Legislature to state the com 
pensation of the President of the Senate specifically in this bill, and 
thereby discourage any attempt, by a *'icaiied" contiiruction of the 
coTibiitution, to obtain for that officer, however meritorious he may 
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\m,M ^aiimagm Maifutumm pwitotii* fmUmict ^Hm^^ 
m§ mdm im oM mimil i i iiin. 

. Yoor liiiiminwn ktva noomwmmiti om Mbr p«r 4qr far tfa* 
liMMVfim of rttlMr>HoMie not only liofli a oNiTMoa tint th 
oaiOMM it «ii oq^ilt eempoaiatiM lirllio ttrtioa, bit *^ 

of fiMToI afrviot OM U oMMMd Smt dMt rnM|w<nl ml flit, 

AoMtMo, thooMdoBorood filfy ooate ]Mr Aigr, fioiiitod ia tbo 
Simtto MDOOdmoiily woutd be oa uajwitifiablo wfmdUmm of tho 
ie monoy. 

CALTIK BRITAIN, CbaivoMn. 
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BESOLUTIONS adopted by the Board of SuperTisore of the eounty 
of Kent, reauestin^ that die Select Committee on the Grand Ra- 
pids Canal shdl visit and personallj examine the said canal. 

Whereas, The time limited bj law fer the completion of the canal 
and locks around the rapids oi Grand River at Grand Rapids, has 
expired* and said canal is not completed; 

And whereas. It satisfactorily appearing to this board that a great* 
erpart of the donation of land made by the Legislature of this 
State fok* the purpose of constructing the same, has been abs<Mrbed 
without a corresponeijig progress of the public work; 

And tohereas. The honorable the House of Representatives of this 
State, now in session, have constituted a committee of their body to 
investigate the management of the business connected with the con- 
structicMi of said canal, and the cause or causes of the fSdlure to com- 
plete the same; 

And vfhereas. This board bemg desirous that such investigation 
should be conducted in the most searching and thorough nuumer, so 
that the real cause or causes of the failure to complete the same shall 
be ascertamed and fully understood, in order that all reproach or 
blame therefor, if any, may attach where it properly belongs; 

And whereas, This board being aware that such investigation, by 
said committee at the seat of Government, must necessarily, from its 
remoteness from the scene of the transactions, and from the residenee 
of most persons supposed to have knowledge of the facts connected 
therewith, be incomplete and ineonclusive; therefore^ be it 

iZe^foed^ (unanimously,) That the said committee be requested by 
this board to visit the city of Grand Rapids, for the purpose of eon- 
ductingsueh investigation; this board bemg of opinion that the facts 
Beeessaiy to enable such committee to arrive at a just conclusion in 
the premises, are easier of access at this place than atimy other 
point 
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Stale cf Michi^fan, Knd County^ S8. 

I, Benben H. Smith, clerk of said connty of Kent, do hereby certi* 
fy that the within is a true copy of an original resohition adopted by 
the bdsrd of supervisors of sud connty, this 25th day of Febroary, 
Jl. D. 1851. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and aflSzed 
the seal of the Circuit Court for the county of Kent, 
[L. S.] tt the city of Grand Bapids, this 25th day of Pebma* 
jry,A.p. mi. 

WBUBENH. SMITH, 



f 
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UEUOBIAL of S. O. Eingsburj and other^^ tecttrities on the bdttd 
given by Jas. Davis, contractor for the construction of Grand Ba« 
pids canal, to the State, asking for certain legislation thereon. 

TotkeEhn. ihi ZegiiUOur^ of the State of Michigan: 

Your petitioners, whose names are hereunto Bubscribed, ifonld 
respectfollj represent that tinder and by virtue of act No. 36 of th« 
session laws of 1860, the eommissioners therein referred to did, in 
accordance with the requirements of section five of said act, extend 
tiie contract before that' time entered into, between the commissioners 
and one James Davis, for the construction of a canal and locks 
around the rapids of Grand Eivet at Grand Rapids, and the dam 
connected therewith; which contract had at the passage of said act 
No. 36 become void and nugatory, by reason of its provisions requi^ 
ring said Davis to fulfil the same and complete the work contempla-< 
ted by its provisions by the first day of December, A. D. 1849. 
That, by the provisions of said act No. 36, (which was approved on 
the 20th day of February, A. D. 1850,) said Davis was authorized 
and <^mpowered to go on and fulfil and perform the conditions of said 
contract by the 20th day of February, A. D. 1861, by complying 
with such alterations and requirements in relation to said canal, locks 
and dam, as the said commissioners deemed it proper to impose. 
That said Davis, as by said act required, within sixty days from the 
passage thereof, did renew his said contract according to the prbvi« 
sions of said act, and in a manner satisfactory to said eommisaioners. 
That, in order to enable said Davis to comply with the proviiions of 
said 8^, your petitioners, with said Davis, as his euretjes, in Apifl 
last entered into a bond to the s^id commissioners, in ffle penal sum 
of twenly thousand ddlars, ecmditioned far the perfermanee by th« 
said Daris of the aforesaid renel^ed and altered contract. 

V 

1 
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Tmir petttionen would terther npresent* ihaX tmee tbty baeaiiM 
enieties of said Davis, and entered with him into the bond as afore- 
said, no work has been done on the sud canal, locks and dam; tha^ 
he, saiA)avis, soon after the execution thereof did entirely abandon 
eaid work, and ceased anj attempt to comply, on his part, with the 
terms of sud contract, so renewed and ratified, and publicly de- 
clared and stated his mability to complete the said dam, canal and 
locks under the same. 

Your pelationerB would fiufher represent that the r^hi0fw(ayBC'tou 
flie lands oyer which said canal passes and h intended to pasr, and 
the right of abatal for sud dam, have not been secured to the State* 
ais was required by law; and that, should your petitioners attempt to 
go on with said work, in order to relieve themsdves from any liability 
arising from a breach of the conditions of the aforesaid bond, they 
would at once involve themselves in expensive litigation with individ- 
uals owning or interested in lands a£fected by the progress of such 
work, and who have executed no releases of way, or who haveafllxed 
such conditions to their releases that no right now accrues to protect 
your petitioners, should they proceed to complete the work. 

Your petitioners would further represent, that the said James Davis, 
pending the period that, by the terms of his said contract, (prior to 
the provisions of said act No. 36 becoming operative in his favor,) the 
same had become forfeited and of no avail in his behalf vis: after (Jie 
first day of December, A. D. 1849, and before the executi<m of the 
bond aforesaid, wherein your petitioners became his sureties, was al- 
lowed and permitted to draw from the land office lands and warrants to 
the amount of fourteen hundred dollars, or upwards 

That since the passage of said act No. 36, no estimates of amount 
pf work done, or materials furnished in the progress of said work, 
have been made by the engineer mentioned in said act; countersigned 
by sMd commisdoners or otherwise; but that, notwithetftnding no 
such estimates have been made, the said Davis, and other perscms 
acting on his orders, have been permitted and allowed to draw from 
the land office lands and warrants to the amount of five thousand two 
hundred aoRinety dollars and seventy-six cents, or upwards. 
. Yonr.petitioners furthar represent, that a csvefiil and lull investiga- 
tion of all the facts and statistics jnelating to Che ^whole matter of 
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iMBt mUkaniA, Wtuld nhoir ihlU; if the said James Davis &ad not beeft 
yeittlttod'and alloired to draw any more lands and warrants than 1m 
was legally entitled to draw under and by virtue of the law and est^ 
nates made, th^re would now remain of lands and warrants, subject 
'to be applied to completion of said canal, dam and locks, computed 
«t one dollar and twenty *five cents per acre, the sum of fifteen thou- 
4iand one hundred and eighty ^^four dollars and sixty-one cents, or 
upwards. 

To^ petitioners^ in view of the premises and of the laots relating 
to the matter of the cons^ction of the canal, locks and dam afore- 
said, from its start to the present time, considering themselv^is un- 
justly and wrongfolly aggrieved by the many illegal and uaauth^ 
rized proceedings which mark the history of nearly every step of the 
matter, whereby the knds, which should now be under ike control 
of the State, applicable to the completion of the w<Nrk aforesaid, have 
been very greatly diminished, and the liability of your petitioners up- 
on the said bond unjustly increased, do respectfully ask from your 
honorable body relief in the premises, as follows: 

1. That the time for the construction of said canal, locks and dam, 
may be extended two years. 

2. That the right of way across the lands over which said canal 
passes and mrust (if ever completed) pass, and the right of abatal 

■T for said dam, may be secured to the State as fully and amply as the 
laws, authorizing and regulating the construction of said canal, re-* 
quire and contemplate that said right of way should have been 
secured before any contract in reference to the construction of the 
same was made. 

3. That so much of the appropriation for the construction of said 
canal, locks and dam^ as has been illegally obtained from the States 
may be made good to your petitioners, upon condition that they com^ 
plete the work in the manner required by the contract of James 
Davis, above alluded to, executed under and by virtue of act Nov 
36 of session laws^of 1850; (your petitioners considering that not to 
exceed one-half of the necessary labor and expense .to complete the 
work has been met by said James Davis.) 

4. That a law may be passed authorising your peiitionerB to draw 
lands upon the same terms that the said James Davis would have 
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dimvm had he coaapU^d triih his oofttAcl» upon eondMfoft tfa«t yomr 
petitioaeni |(o on and oomplete aaid oattal» locks and dami aa?equmd 
by the eoniraet afoiesaid. 

In ease relief in the particulart sforesaid is granted to your petv^ 
tioners, so that they may be placed in the same condition they woiddl 
be in had the laws relating to said canal, locks and dam been fEothfiil* 
ly carried oat; your peti(»ier8» in snch case, would and do propose tor 
go on and complete said work as required By the afoitesud contract 
with said James Dayis, within two years from the first day of Febru-' 
ary, 1851. 

And your petittoners further ask, that if relief cannot be granted 
them as above prayed, they may be dischilrged from all liabilities at 
sureties of the said James Davis upon the bond aforesaid* 
And your petioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray< 
Dated Grand Rapids, Feb^ 24, 1851. 

a O. KINSSBURT^ 
W. D. FOSTER, 
JOHN M. FOX^ 
AMOS ROBERTS, 
WM. HALDANE, 
Z. G. WINSOR, 
JOHN BALL. 
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[No. 4.] 

COMMUNICATION from the Attorney General, relative to the 
compemtion of Memheis and Officers of the Legislature. 

Office of thb Attorney General, 
Lannngy FehmaryU, 1851. 

To the Hon, the House qf Representatives: 

I bare received from the Clerk of the House of Representatives^ 
a resolution, requesting the AtUnmey General to give a construction 
to the revised constitution, relative to the compensation of the officers 
and members of the present Legislature. 

By the provisions contained in section fifteen of the fourth article 
of the constitutioD, the compensation of members is fixed at three 
dollars a day for actual attendance, for the first sixty days of the ses- 
sion of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and for 
the first forty days of every subsequent session, and nothing there- 
afmr. It is also provided in the same section, that they shall be en- 
titled to ten cents and no more for every mile actually traveled, going 
and to returning from the place of meeting, on the usually traveled 
route. 

There can be no doubt, that the general law providing for the pay 
ment of the officers and members of Legislatures, approved Janua- 
ry 16, 1850, is repugnant to these provisions, so far as it relates to 
the per diem aUawance of members. The members of the present 
Legislature, it will be seen at a glance, are, in direct terms, embraced 
IB the first clause of the constitutional provision. The subsequent 
clause, regulating the mileage of members, is no less unequivocally 
expressed. They shall be entitled to ten cents and no more for 
every mile actually traveled. This refers as pointedly to the Legis- 
lature Oi eighteen hundred and fifty-one, as the preceding clause. 
JBoth provisions, are, in fact, too plain to leave room ibr any other 
constructiom tiMin that the Gompensation of the members of thi^ Le- 
gislature, is fixed by the constitution, at three dollars a day for atten- 

1 
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dance, and ten cents for every mile actually traveled, in going to 
and returning from, the place of meeting. 

The seventeenth section of the article provides, that the President 
of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
shall he entitled to the same^er diem compensation and mileage, as 
members of the Legislature, and no more. The only question ari- 
sing in the construction of this provision, which I shall consider, is, 
whether the Speaker of the House of Representatives, is entided to 
a per diem allowance as Speaker, independently of his pay as mem- 
ber. The language of the section is not so explicit as to relieve it 
from doubt; nevertheless 1 am inclined to the opinion, that it was in- 
tended to place the Speaker upon the same footing with the other 
members of the Legislature The provision must have been adopted 
with reference to the custom that has heretofore prevailed in the elec- 
tion of Speakers. It has been the uniform practice of the popular 
branch of every Legislature, since the organization of the govern- 
ment, to select the Speaker from among the members. Such too has 
been the practice in other States. The contingency which might 
lead to a different practice, does not appear to have'occurred to the 
Convention, for no reference is made to it. The provision should, 
therefore, be construed in view of the prevailing custom. A strict 
literal construction, then, would give to the Speaker twice the pay 
of a member; that is, three dollars a day as Speaker, and three dol- 
lars a day as member of the House. Nor is this all. He would in like 
manner be entitled to ten cents mileage as Speaker, and a similar al- 
lowance as member. The provision making an allowance for mileage, 
cannot be regarded in the light of compensation for services. The 
real object of such appropriation is, to defray the traveling expenses 
actually and necessarily incurred by members. The Speaker howev- 
er would be as clearly entitled to constructive mileage, as to the par 
diem allowance. Another inconsistency, equally striking, would 
also be involved in a literal construction of the provision. It would 
create an inequality in the compensation of the Speaker of the 
House, and the President of the Senate. Should the provision be 
construed to give the Speaker three dollars a day, exclusive of his 
pay as member of the House, by the same constraction, the Presi- 
dent of the Senate would only receive three dollars per day, or the 
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oomp«nsation of a member. An inequality like this in the compen- 
sation of officers whose duties are so nearly identical, could not have 
been intended. These inconsistencies, flowing from a literal con- 
struction^ are too palpable to escape attention. Their consideration 
will tend to remove whatever there may be of doubtful import, in 
the language of the section. In view of them, 1 feel compelled to 
adopt a construction which will give to the Speaker the same com- 
pensation he would have been entitled to, had he not been elected to 
that office. 

The compensation of the President of the Senate will depend up- 
on the construction to be given to section twenty of the Schedule, 
which provides that the salary or compensation of all persons hold* 
ing office under the former constitution, should continue to be the 
same as then provided by law. I forbear, however, to express an 
opinion as to the effisct of this provision, for reasons which will read- 
ily occur to the House. 

WILLIAM HALE, 

Attorney General, 
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i No. 5. ] 
REPORT of the Gommiltee on AgricuUure and Manafactures. 

The eommitteaeon Agnealtnre and ManufaetttivB wonld respeet* 
^Uj ttk leave to Bnbmittbe following report: 

The strength of a great nation is intimately connected with the 
Buccesa of its agricaltttre> the prosperity of its Gommeree, and the 
flonrbhingeendition of ita mannfaetores. 

If a State abandons oommeroe and mannfaeiares, and attaches 
iteelf entirely to agriculture, it will revert to a state of pastorial rude- 
ness and poverty. Should it, on the other hand, neglect agriculture 
and manufactures, and attend to nothing but commerce, it would 
become the mercenary servant of other nations, waiting upon their 
convenience, and subsisting by their smiles. In like manner, could 
we suppose a people so beside themselves, as to forsake commerce 
and ^grieulture, for the purpoee of applying themselves solely to 
manu^tures, we might expect to become acquainted with a misera- 
ble community, devoid of mental . energy and kudable enterprise. 
By a (H>mbination, however, of these three branches of human en* 
terprise and pursuit, of these elements of national strength, that po- 
litical solidity and power is to be attained, which constitutes one of 
<he firmest bulwarks of national independence. In a nation where 
these great departments of human industry are properly encouraged* 
the invesiigating mind of man finds continual employment, and tbe 
new and various scenes of enteiprize which present themselves cm 
every side, excite imdgive vigor to the human undeihstanding. 

In stfeh a country, the greatest possible degree of produotive in- 
dustry is elicited from the inhabitants, and the divimon of labor, #htto 
it adds dispatch to execution, imparts perfection to the artii. Be« 
jflete with ali the comforts,, conveniences aUdhixniies of Xfo, (M 
ynot ti everything Uk ^ nadon liecettiei modemte and ebeap$ ailil 
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if it were otherwise, it would be of no consequence; since, where 

• 

everything abounds, the exchangeable value of commodities can be 
of less importance. In a State thus situated, the citizens would nei- 
ther require foreign credit nor foreign capital for the prosecution of 
their schemes of business; for the well directed industry of the peo- 
ple, which is the mother of wealth, would furnish all the materials 
for the exercise of enterprize. Such a State or nation, would present 
a parallel to the Roman Empire in the age of the Anton ies, abovnd- 
ing in strength and magnificence. But the workings of the human 
imagination may outrun the progress of nations, and before prophe- 
cies of greatness can be fulfilled, numerous points of interests and 
.prejudice niust be worn away by tiiue. 

The agriculturalist may feel a degree of reluctance in contributing 
^ support and protect commerce; the merchant may esteem com- 
merce tlie paramount interest of the State or nation, and think that 
agriculture and manufactures ought to yield and accommodate them* 
selves to his views and designs; in like manner, the manufacturer 
may attach too much importance to his particular pursuits, honestly 
believing that his own interests coincide in a particular manner with 
the great interests of his country. Good sense and experience will 
at length amalgamate these jarring opinions, and it will be perceived 
in the end, that public and private interests of a State or nation^ de< 
pend upon the prosperity of its agriculture, commerce and manufac- 
tures. And happy will it be for the people of tliat country, who, foresee- 
ing the destinies which await them, anticipate their arrival, by gen- 
erous concessions of interests, and liberal relinquishments oi partial- 
•tMes. 

In the United States, concessions and relinquishments of this kind 
may be expected from the generous and liberal of every description 
of citizens; for nothing could be more dangerous to the vital inter- 
ests of the country than dispositions of a sectional and selfish char- 
acter. The success of our commerce has not alone resulted from the 
inCelligence and enterprize of those who have been concerned in it; 
but it is to be attributed, in a very considerable degree, to the wise 
provisions of government in its favor, and the liberal appropriations, 
which have at no time been withheld, for its maintenance and defence. 
7he desoriminating duties upon foreign tonnage, and the xnerchan- 
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4Ue kopotted in fot^Gign vflssels, have gireo oiu: m6FQliaikts.lih« m«- 
eendancy in the m&ikets of the country at large« A selfish and nar- 
row disposition on the part of the agriculturalist, might prompt him U> 
complain of privileges thus bestowed, through an enlighteDed poli- 
cy, upon the merchant. And confined in his own views hy the lim- 
\t» of his own interests, he might express a desire that t disc rirni- 
Bating duties, so favorable to American merchants and commercial 
men, might be abolished. On the score, therefore, of equal rightSv 
all are entitled to equal protection; and seeing this to be the ease, 
each interest ought cheerfully to contribute to the support of the 
others, and thus co-operate to advance the general welfare. And 
even though an extraordinary effort should be necessary for a time' 
to sustain any branch of domestic industry of the country, let it be 
•remembered that the private sacrifices which may be incident to 
fiuch an effort^ are to advance the permanent interests of the country 
and that, though some channels of enterprise may be narrowed, 
others will be.widened, and new ones eventually be opened, and the 
general good sustained. As commerce and manufactures have re- 
ceived liberal aid from the general government^ and which has tend^ 
ed greatly to their advancement, it is no more than equal justice that 
the State government should encourage agriculture, as far as in their 
power lies. 

The great objects to be attained by agriculture are numerous, one 
or more of which may be considered. In Great Britain, the groatiBst 
|)ortion of the lands are owned by the king and chief nobility, and 
mediately or immediately let out to the farmers of the country* who 
i^re generally tenants, who have been in the main deprived of the 
elective franchise. This indeed to the people of this country would 
seem a hardship; and if it is so in Great Britain, it is one founded in 
the feudal nature and aristocratic principles of the British constitu- 
tion. , The chief nobility of Great Britain constitute a co-ordinate 
branch of the British Parliament, and inherit their rights from their 
ancestors; but their birth right alone, without property, would be a 
vain pageant; and it is necessary therefore that they should have fui 
actual influence corresponding with their high titles. This influence 
18 derived from the great landed estates which they possess and farm 
out to their retainers and tenants. Should these lands ever be divi- 
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dNl fno ftv wSkjflb ^^rtliMfft tt^diigi uk6 g^iKtet tiitts of thd p€cifntf Vu0 
lM&A66'ift ^ iritisk coBflftitTilitott iVottM 1M ih s grettt meatm de- 

«i»*i aiffel^t dtajK^udcM x>f propertjr talked place aihdflg tis. 

Hfere tite i^kl^tflte of a deceased persoti is, in getieltl, eqtutly 
tftVidbd jiUifohg all bis children, mkle and female; whereas, there, all 
Aef lahdefl fl-df^erty dtebend^ to the eldest mate heir, with the el- 
e^oii 6f tome tenitres of a particalicr kind. Hie policy there, is 
idtie up ak tat as pos^ble, the lands in the hands of the aristoci^y; 
Wlftle he^e, the object ts to divide them among the great body of the 
pebble. As lotig as the landed estates of this country are partitioned 
6tit an&t>l)g t!he great body of the people, who find an interest in cul- 
ttvatidg dletii. We need not be apprehensive of the introduction of 
iAY6)rdeir 6f fiobility amOng us; for with truth it may be affirmed 
itikt §toaift fktvis ahd indepetident land holders constitute the surest 
t}l^is 6t a Itepublican State. The Romans, during the time of ih4 
edmnionwesilth, Wt^re So sensible of the importance of a gcnet-al par- 
Hti6h df the lahds atnong the people, that about two hundred and 
^fejr yeat^ befofe the end of the second Punic war, they determined 
tf iaw ttot to allow any individual to be the owner of more than five 
hundred acres of land. 

%dt ttft laW harihg been grossly violated, almost tdl the lands, in 
IM'Clbie of Tiberius Orachtts, irete found to be in the hands of ibh 
'j^ri(itatis'bt ihleir trustees; lind Italy was cuUivatled for them by 
^lytf Iniiriatts, to the exclusion of the free citizens of Rome. It was ia 
^is*iitat)i6f things, resulting undoubtedly from a Vsuriety of acd- 
itedt^ ikifl ca:ases that Tiberius Grachus proposed the renewal of th^ 
'Agrarian law, under the pretext of bringing about the former ditisiolk 
01 ftltids ailidki^ the people. 

'¥iirs ^i'ot)OSa1, although calculated to coincide With the intet«^ 
uid r^puliilican notions of the Plebians, as they werfe called, iiiet, as 
might Bave been ^expected, with great opposition froih the PatriciatOb. 
*ll wJEis, indeed, a very violent measure, and came too lat^, as the ba- 
sustiiflftie republic wiBts too completely bverthrdWh to adMit 6f any 
i&&t^. l^M be this alEi it may; eertain ft iS'that "fTdxli this tittie th^ 
lifiei&a 6t the Romans exrsted in for^ Mher thda in fact. StA 



iili^e 4UK;a«^9g Om subjee^itmajr not be out of 9taiQe4^<3«tf| 9k f^ 
re&ectMms upoa the tiU^ry of our owa times, wb^n ^]i^ j^^i|)^ ^> 
^ej aod speculatu^g insanUy pervaded the land; whep^ t^yi^i^^ p^ 
vas eejtimated by the number of acres of l^d be pp39e9^> evfin jip 
fk wi]4 and unproduotive state. This faaatical niaai^, lik0 th.0 i^ffii$ 
/aiu9fSf was the only light most prominent on the piiia^le of adelu^isf^ 
fame. But this idiotical phantom has had its day, and been n^mt^er- 
^ in that historical volume of visionary incidents of tbp tbjings th«^ 
were. This historical allusion serves to illustr;^te the iqaportanqe of 
a geoneral division of lands among a republi/eap p^l^, and fortig^p 
the maxim, that small farms and independent }an4ho)d^ra constitute 
the surest basis of a Republican State. 

In this country,. however, an Agrarian law would be deemed a 
wild and arbitrary restraint upon the freedom of alienation; and when 
our laws for the distribution of property among heirs, as well as 
those against perpetuities and entails, are considered sufficient, legal 
provisions may be thought already to exist for our protection against 
a landed aristocracy. But after all it may not be unwise, should our 
StB^ governments endeavor to draw the habits and inclinations of the 
people in aid of the positive regulations providing for the diffusion of 
landed property, for the practical utility of ov positive regulatioaa 
mast in a great degree depend upon these habits and inclinations. 

The inducements which men have to purchase and cultivate lands. 
are in proportion to the advantages th«y anticipate from sueh under- 
takings; and whenever our citizens are convinced that a ftw acres of 
land well cultivated, will give to an individual and his^iamily a d6- 
fcent and comfortable support, the&ct will have theteadency to mul- 
tiply pui»haser8> and to increase land-holdors. 

Ob tbe other hand, should a large proportion of land be thought 

faavcly^uifficient to support a^an |ind bis family, people of small 

'frf^ACties would rarely beeome pui^hasers, aad the land wo«ld fi^ 

into the possession of rieb. owners, wbo eould subsist on ai«iirenue4n 

4eatiO'Ml/^se jto the extent, of their, estates. In proportion, however, 

;fil^)tbo;Mtof.tilUge is iB^ovady the «ee(vet will be discovered jsf 

mpittaJmug large £imiii6B upoasradl lyuaiitities of lati(J, and>heDee 

lh#; jpp|ovtev»eil cyf . agr ieuitere will h«re a 4b#et taide&ey' to .^- 

>i^f)iri^ ai)tmtcMre of jte«iiir^«i|dihw4o €nM«ii<ft«do^e'^«cpMd- 



kj ift the poesessibn of -Itinded propertji soessentM to tHe present 
tion of OET ciril- institutions. From this view of the subject, it re- 
sists that a republican State, which encourages, the extension an<fr 
kBpi>oveBient of agriculture, is adding strength and^stabilit^r to a vi*- 
tal principle of its existence, and legislating in conformity to that 
dictate of policy which renders it the duty of every sovereign^ State- 
to concert measures for its present and- future preservation. And it 
will not be denied that every sovereign State is under a like obliga- 
tion to* increase its riches and power by aU justifiable means. The 
moi^ any State abounds with rigorous inhabitants ^ and with the ne- 
cessaries and conveniences of life, the greater is its capacity to de* 
fend itself against foreign aggressions, and to maintain its maratirae 
rights. 

Nothings perhaps, has a tendency to> increase- a hardy and' vigo<* 
rous Kaee-of inhabitants, and supply a State abundantly with* aH the- 
necessaries and comforts of life, mone than & judicious and ind«stri^ 
ous cultivation of a fertile soil. 

In proportion as agriculture is- improved', a greater population oan< 
be supported on the same given space, and a larger surplus product 
realized^ It is agriculture which is to supply thehands. of manufao- 
turecs with materials^ and> their mouths with bread; and it is this, 
which, is. to fceight the ships of the meschant. And in* proportion as. 
the knpwledge and practice of this important art progresses,. a> State 
will be able tp maintain, when necessary, the multiplied millions who- 
may rise up, after us. "That the cultivation of the earth, as the pri^ 
many and most cextain source of national supply-^as the immediate 
and chief source of subsistence to man>-*as the principal source of 
those materials which, constitute the nutriment of other kinds of la- 
bor-T^'-as including; a State most fav^srable to* freedom and indepenee 
of thQ human^mind — ^and onei.perhapsi most oondocive to the mnltf- 
pKcalioniof the human, spedes,. has. intrinsically » strongr daim^ l^i 
pre-eminenceoiEer eveiy other kind of industry.!' 

Bat, although somany. advantages seem* to be the natural conse- 
qaeacea of agriculture, the easth must bO'Solioitad by the hands of*av 
skinful and judicious husbandman, befime she will yield hep-increase.. 
Agrienltnve is asoientific' a«t^.the' pvaetioe o£ whieh is, of att^ethen,. 
Urn mpfc c0siii»m0 to ItoiaeahapgiiieBi^ and is eatUtd, diimim^.to> 
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the aid and eoeoungpeneiit of ever j gOYenmeBt vUeb propoMS to 
itself, as ap end, tbehappiaess of its eitiaens. 

WImu the state of agriculture in this State is lo^ed upon im its 
true light, and advanced through an enlightened policy, as it has al- 
ready eonunenced, there is no one, however conscieneious and scxU'* 
liniaing, can set bounds to its usefulness. It overleaps and outnuis 
the most sagacious inv^stigatioui in contributing the greatest good to 
the largest uumbees. 

l*he federal government, ever siace it oommenoed its operations, has 
been eontinuallj eoasultinsc and proteetingthe interests of commerce. 
Ourmeiehants have been encoursged, by the allowance of drawbacks, 
to import larger quantities of merchandize than our home demands re* 
quired, that they might be enabled to derive a benefit from re-ex^ 
portadon. In addition to this, the government has indulged them 
with long and generous credits upon the duties payable upon their 
imported articles, by which they have derived all the benefits of a 
pecuniary loan from the national treasury; and above all, the nation 
kas supplied them with a gallant navy to protect their enterprizes and 
to maintain the security and respectability of their flag. 

In doing these things for commerce, the federal government has 
consulted the true interests and dignity of the nation. But although 
the national lejnrislature has done so much for commerce and manu- 
factures in the shape of pecuniary loans and protection, and also held 
out a liberal hand for the encouragement of schools and seminaries 
of learning, yet agriculture has been left to struggle abne, until re- 
cently there is an effort being made on the part of the general* gov- 
cYnment to establish an agricultural bureau for the colliection and 
dissemination of new varieties of seeds, with other useful objects, 
which wiU have the tendency to improve the condition of agriculture. 
The pal^hit office, through the able and efficient manner in which it 
has been condaetdd, gives high ^idenee of its usefulness. But 
there are other things which Oongreas can do for agriculture of vast 
importanoef by appropriating lands, which would hasten them into, 
market and become taxable, mueh sooner than they otherwise would^ 
in support of the goYerament, and at the same time be of vast im*. 
portaneoitt the encouragement of tUagreai branch of human isdus-^ 
Uf., AfWf it it very ys as ombl e to suppose tiiat et^ doUar «(«^ 
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jpesdad bj a go v riAi ma ifc fw'tfae sappoti aad —WMyTO nfc oif .agrn 
culture, will be reimbursed a thousaod times i>vet ia the iooreaaed 
)3Vodnctions of the soil. 

Let u9 endearor to illustrate this by supposing a case. Suppose 
the State of Michigan, for instance, should offer a premium of five 
hundred dollars to the individual within the State who should raise 
the most wheat oS( of five acres of land. It is beliered that 
an offer of this kind would at least produce four hundred competitors 
for the prize, who would, «f course, cultivate two thousand acres of 
land with wheat. The extra pains and attention which would be be- 
^wed on these two thousand acres, would, it is fair to suppose^ make 
them yield at least six bushels per acre more than an average of ordi« 
nary crops; and thus twelve thousand bushels of wheat extraordinary 
would be raised witltin the State. This, at one dollar a bushel, 
would bd worth twelve thousand dollars. In like manner similar re- 
sults might be expected from other crops, from similar excitements. 
And should the same system of laudable enterprise to excel, as that 
supposed, be adopted by all the States, it might be difficult to. calcu* 
late the vast acceission of national wealth which would be the result. 
But d bare increase of crops would be the least advantage which the 
counlry would derive from a judicious encouragement of agricul- 
ture; great improvements would be a consequence of them, the bene- 
fits of which would be lasting. Men would be led, step by step, to 
the. discovery of those treasures which a skillful and industrious cul- 
tivation of the earth is capable of eliciting; and in a short time the 
fields of our highly favored peninsula might vie with the fairest por- 
tions of the globe, in the excellence of their culture and in the exube- 
rancy of t^eir crops. "^ 

Upoa the whole, it would seem that the path of duty, in respect to 
the eheofUBagement of agriculture, was plain before the State Legis* 
Iftture; etnee the promotion of this interesting occupation has a ten* 
deney topteaerye the basis of the goTerament itself, while it adds to 
the nuaaber of tlie population^ and to the strength and richee of the 
State. And ^we hare a right to dem«nd whe&er the traeinlaiesta 
and ends of g«iver&ment aad society have been answered. 

Ia xMot the historic page Med with Ike faieitak of- hionattieamagty 
deaolaliML vad seMth ambttii»? Ifte^vMrapMyp of thtittntrieai 



^ Itfn mUilaiT doniiatiDft and d«i{Kilm»i liKre bem ftls)o<fi tbe «^i^ 
IwvposeA Mined al hj ibe it^venimeBts of tk& world, in a gveii«ter jch* 
less degree. 

The only legitimate -purposes of goverflment are the seeunty and 
wellH<e of the governed. Bat how little have these been regarded? 
How often entirely overlooked? The recitals of bloody conquests 
«ad boman slaughter, of wasted fields, of famishing millions, of 
sacked and burning cities and villages. 

If the millions and millions of Isiboring hands, of sacrificed lives 
and ixardly earned treasures, which have been wor^^e than squander- 
ed u^on these wicked objects, had been devoted to the subjugati<H[i 
and cultivation of the waste places of the earth; and instead of at- 
tempts to destroy society, had devoted itself to attempts to save life, 
and to the production of food and the multiplication of the comforts 
and innocent luxuries of mankind, how different would have been 
the result! France, on the verge of bankruptcy, burdened with e:f- 
cessive taxation, with an army of four hundred thousand men, has 
more than nineteen millions of acres of unoccupied laild, all suscept* 
ible of cultivation, and of feeding and <;lothing millions I Does Greaft 
Britain furnish no parallel to this monstrous fact? With an increas- 
ing national debt, whose payment is perfectly hopeless; a weight 6( 
taxation, the subject of universal complaint; n^ilUons upon millions 
lavished upon her armies and navies; work-houses and prisons filled 
to repletion; thousands and hundreds of thousands upon the verge 
of starvation, has, in the two great islands, resplendent with the 
brightest lights of civilization, more than thirteen millions of acres 
of unooeupied land; and even her cultivated soil, with, an improved 
Bgriculture, is capable of sustaining in plenty three times the number 
of thoio who draw nourishment from her breast. Are not these 
•monstvons faots deeply distreaaing to |>hilanthropy, deeply wounding 
4o hiiimaA prid^? We may well ask what are the triumphs of civi- 
Usatiouiwh^n the^mostenligph^eibed, qivUiaed and polished nations 
t^ ever existed^ have not ac^fomplished more lor the comfort and en- 
JQfmei^Vo{ the human iraae* . fiut it proves the adage tmr. *^ With- 
out the right kind of intelligence, a people can neither knoiriioirri^- 
fmtmkt dkhe. biiiign inflft|BBe»)af free institutioiia;" If ignoiance 'and 
^aomiMfti&t detfitibiliaii lAiHiifitwiiifia thffrwnm iTf a natini, ilai ilin 
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palism of a tyrant, or tlio worse doit>otiiia of aaardijr dwmcteri 
it« gOTemment; all hittorj, wliellier aaeient or modern, afibrdt 

abundant and satisfactory evidence of this. 

In riew of the enlightened policy now ia progress throiighoat the 
world, to advance the enlightenment of the great mass of mankind, 
by the press, the general diffttsion of knowledge ia the arts and sci- 
euces; the rajnd advancement of commerce, maan&ctures and agri- 
culture^ with all the denominations of human industry and enterprise 
operating harmoniously together to emancipate the world. These 
movements are high and sublime, and their progress onward. The 
rennovating hand of wisdom is written on the wall m giowbg ckarac' 
tern, and cannot be mistaken; and eventually will uproot de8p<^m 
and tyranny. As under despotic forms of government, the more ig- 
norance the more peace; while, under republican forms, the more in- 
telligence the stronger the foundations of the government This prin- 
ciple of universal knowledge is being developed universally, from the 
kamki to the palace, from the township organisation to the Fair of the 
World. Man is being assimilated by the magic power which outruns 
oven time itself, forming all the connections of brotherhoodt from 
the isles of the sea to the ends of the earth, and by rapid movem^t 
rolling forward the millennial period^ when ** the swords shall be beat 
into plowshares, the^spears into pruning hooks, and the nations of 
the earth shall learn war no more." 

In view of the paramount interest of agriculture, the framers of 
the constitution, while they did not fail to provide for intellectual and 
scientific instruction, at the same time enjoined upon the legklatttrs 
the duty of promoting agricultural improvement, and the establish- 
ment of an agricultural school. 

Of the salt spring lands, the legiskttare is aatborized to appropK^ 
ate to this purpose twenty-two sections. But of these lands, kis 
than fifteen sections remain unappropriated, exclusive of tkb twelve 
sections mentioned in another portion of the €k>vemor's neesi^. 
The appropriation, therefore, must be limited to the 6ecti<mson hand; 
at least uadl the action of Congresabe obtaine<l for our claiin for the 
remainder. 

It wUl be jieen by the Oovemorfs neosays^ tkatnoi to emead fi<» 
leen ioetifliui of salt i^«f lands are yei uM^ppo^led. nvs^mt^ 
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6011 arises as to tbe utility of Rppropriating those tands for the en*^ 
eouragement of an agricultural schools. Appropriations for alimost 
every other object of a public- and local nature, except for the en- 
ooaragement of agriculture, have been made in the shape of lands. 

The message of the Governor very appropriately recommends the 
remaining portion of the unsold salt spriag lands for this purpose, as 
above stated, for the organization of an agricultural school; and it is 
confidently believed that a school of this kind, embracing manual 
labor and the science of agriculture, may prove pre-eminently useful 
to our young and riising State; where whoever attends the same 
may be informed in the practice and theory of farming, by which all 
the faculties, physical and mental, may be developed by so dividing 
the time ibr labor, study and refreshment, that either may not 
pr«ve wearisome, to any great degree, to body or mind. In this 
school, all the practical operations of the science should be carefully 
cultivated, and the improvements investigated and advanced by si 
well regulated system^ according to the strict adherence of a wise 
ectmoaiy. Schools of this description are yet in their infancy in thb 
country. Even the principles of their establishment have not beeft 
found in oar State Lilmury ; so that whatover may be^done in regard 
to its formation will be left to the wise discretion of this legislature. 
Therefore, let our State set an. example for this wise and beneficent 
purpose. This great principle has. been recommended and warmly 
advocated by patriots and statesmen in almost every age of the world;; 
and it is nu>st surprising that so little has been done to accomplish. 
Ibia most desirable end. 

A meodel farm put in operation, would", through the scientific and: 
praoCioal results,, develope important information, which, undoubted- 
]>y, would prove invaluable to the best interests of the State at large. 
It is onquestionably trhe that a very great amount of labor saved 
ici the cultivation of the earth is manifest ia the knowledge and im- 
provements which are and may be applied to. this pursuit, thereby 
leaving more time for the cultivation of the mind. Hence the utility 
of an establishment for the experimental development of the im- 
provements, in labor saving machines,, and the wise adaptation of the 
variottSTarietiesof grains and grasses to apprc^riaie soils, prepared 
and imiooTed so ae to obtain tile largest aiaowit of yield from at 
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giren epaoe of land, M the siune time a4diiv feitiUfy to Uie ml. li 
appears self-evident that effects coald not exist ia the absence of cau^ 
ses to produce them. In view of this position, the chemicid proper- 
ties of animal and vescetable matter should be analyzed and redn^^d 
to the practical knowledge of the cultivator of the soil, the better «fn- 
abling him to the performance of his vocation. 

SecUon 11, article 13, of the constituticMi* provides that the Legisla- 
ture shall encourage the promotion of intellectual, scientific and ag- 
ricultural improvement; and shall, as soon as practicable, provide for 
the establishment of an agricultural school, and appropriate the un- 
appropriated salt spring lands, or the money arising from the sale of 
the same, for such purposes; making it a branch of the University, 
and place the same under the supervision of the regents thereof^ &c. 
Your committee would therefore recommend that the agricultural 
school should be attached to the Normal school, lor the purpose of 
diffusing general information on agricultural science, as the scientific 
instruction from that institution ean be obtained without much ex- 
pense, providing that the funds of the two institutions shall be kept 
separate and distinct. 

Acpompanying this report, two bills are presented for ^ eonside- 
ration of the Legislature; one for the promotion of agriculture, and 
the other for ihe organization of an agricultuial school. 

All of which is respectfully snbmilted. 

JONATHAN SHEARER, 

9 

Chairman. 
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|No. 6.] 

CWMMtJNICATlON from the Auditor General relative to expenses 

of the State Government, <&c. 

Auditor Gensral's Office, 
Lansings March S, 1851. 

tton* Jefferson G. TWubibbr, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives.^ 

Sir — i &ave received from the Clerk of the House, the ibUour^ 
jing: 

Wherras, a resolution was adopted by the late constitutional Con- 
tention on the 17th day of June, 1850, on the motiX)n of the Hon. J. 
iL White, of the county of Lapeer, in the words following, ta wit: 

Resolvedj That the Auditor Cleneral of this State be and he ]» 
Kereby requested to furnish for the* use of this Convention, a state^ 
ment of the annual expenses of the State government since its organ- 
liRtion; that such statement embrace a list of the State officers, the 
sumber of clerks and other persons employed by them respectively 
itt each year, and the salary or compensation paid to each; also the 
annual expenditures of the several departments of government, ex- 
ecutive, judicial and legislative. That the Auditor General be re- 
quested to furnish to the Convention a statement of the annual 
aittount of State tax apportioned to be paid by each county; the year- 
ly amount of delinquent or unpaid taxes returned to the Auditor'a 
oSce from the several counties, and showing the amount of the orig- 
inal tax levied; the amount of interest which accrued thereon; the 
amount of office fee^ and other contingent expenses, if any, charged 
to said tax; and the amount of taxes rejected, with interest, &c.g 
Wbieli hav^ been charged 6wck ta the respective couaties in each 

And fffherea^. The answer transmitted by the late Auditor Gener« 
al to the aforesaid resolution, does not appear on the journals of the 
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saidconsiitutional Convention, nor in any other public form; there- 
fore 

Mesolved, That the present Auditor General be and he is hereby 
requested to send to this House a copy of the aforesaid answer, if 
the same can be obtained from the books or files of his office. 

In compliance with the abore resolution, I hare the honor to trans- 
mit herewith the communication referred to. 
year. Yours ren^etfully, 

JOHN JSWEGLES, Jr., 
Auditor General. 



W^' 
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COMMUNIOATION from tke Auditor General to tke OonstitutioAal 

CoQventioa. 

Auditor GEinERAL^s Opfice, 
Larmng^ Jmm 21, 1850. 

Hon. D. Goodwin, 

President Convention: 

Sim — I have th« honor to acknowledge the receipt of a reaolutkm 
adopted by the ConreatioQ on the 17th inat., in the worda followiikg: 

*' Resolved, That the Auditor General of thia State be aod he ia 
hereby requested to furnish for the use of this Cooyention, a atata- 
ment of the aniiual expenaea of the State goYenuneat, aince it^ or- 
ganiaation: that such statement embrace a list of the State officera* 
the number of clerka and other peraona employed by them reapee« 
tively, in each year« and the aalary or compenaatiou paid to each; 
alao, the annual expenditure of the several departmenta of gOTem- 
mtnt» executive, judicial and legislatiye. That the Auditor General 
he re^ueated to furnish to the Conyeution a atatement of the annua) 
amount of State tax apportioned, to be paid by each county; tha 
yearly amount of delinquent or unpaid taxea returned to the Ail4i^ 
or'a office from the several counties; and showing the amount of the 
original tax levied; the amount of interest which atorued therf oft; 
the amount of office fees and other contingent expensea» if anyt 
charged to aaid tax; and the amount of taxea rejected, with intereat, 
^fec, which have be^n charged back to the veapective countiea in ea<^ 
year." 

In reply to the above reaolution, I would beg leave rHf^Mwlif 4» 
atiMte, to get o||t from aU the paat aaaoBl r^orta fio^ iU$ affiea aa4 
ftom our booka, or otherwiae^ anything like a fuUre]^ to all tha ittr 
<|i^]iaa above inad<b vonld reqwa aU tite MraiJaUe loraa that aodd 
ba put ufou it at any <me time^ for ^robefcly two or tkraa aaaatha : 
l^nt^ Ae laat naport from tbia oflke, a due aaparatimi of Ibe ilaiBa, 
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which go to consdtttte the expenses proper of the State goveramenC 
from those other expenditores which have no xeferenoe thereto^ and 
form DO part of the necessary or legitimate cvrrent expenses of the 
State government, was never attempted to be thoroughly observed. 
To make now such a separation would involve a labor of several days; 
if aot weeks; and every member «f the Convention could separate 
out for himself, from the former reports from this office, such items 
as would properly fall under the head of expenses of the State gov^ 
emment, as well as could be done by this office, and probably more 
to his own satis&ction. For the views of this office as to ^hat item^ 
would properly be embraced under that head, J would respectfully 
refer the Convention to the last annual report from this department, 
md to some' remains in the preceding report on the subject of oujr 
annual expenses. In both of the last reports from this office, will al- 
so be found estimates of the annual expenses of the State gov- 
ernment, averaged under the present constitution, with unlimited ses- 
ttons of the Legislature, and under the present organization of Ihe 
executive and judiciary departments. For a statement of the amount^ 
of State tax apportioned to each county, for each year since the or- 
ganization of the State government, to 1846, 1 would respectfully re^ 
fer the Convention to table £, in the report from this office, to the 
Legislature of that year; and the State tax apportioned since will be 
found in the like tables in each of the subsequent annual reports froiifi 
tins office. 

The amount of delinquent taxes returned from each county, has 
been ^ven for several of the last years in the an^ual reports, and 
has been embraced for each county in the annual accounts made out 
here, and forwarded to each county, in July of each year, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable. A table of the several amounts so return- 
ed if desired separately, by the Convention, could be made in a kyr 
days by one of the clerks in the office. If the inquiry as to the 
■anount of original tax levied in each year, is designed to embrace 
the county, town, school and highweiy taxes, i would state that the 
!beoks and papers in this office furnish no data, or hardly aay, for an 
aurwer to the inquiry. An effort was made in 164li, to getretums 
as to tbe amount of all such taxes; but the law not making it imper- 
Atvise on the town or i^ounty officers to make such jetums, it was 
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:fi»iuid ia^poffsibte tOtobtAin. a oompleta sUteaimit of iHe amowsU of 
tta, tofied in Um 6Mi tot .ill,.piiipoM^ e^matlHj frr towatkip «^ 
ipeiiMt. Tbo rasnlt of Am cai^i^TOf to cibtm ndtfunm of tl»t Batat 
lor that jear, .(the only .one ao far as J am aware when the altempt 
)ias been made,) will be found in the annual report of ihi» office lo 
ihe. Ii^;ialatuie of ISiB. If ^ tbeinqniry ielii|te$ only t^ Ibe Stale tai^ 
it would* except in .1847, wh^ some cowtie^, throng loma defiMt 
,in the law arising from the then new revition of the statutecu Jriledito 
aaaess a State tax, be the aeune in each year as the State tax ap- 
;portioned« 

A reply to the next ingiiiry, as to the amount of interest which ao- 
.crued on the delinquent taxes returned in each year from each coun- 
ty, would of itself require the labor of an experienced and efficient 
. clerk for sereral months. Our tax books would hare to be examined, 
description by description, to ascertain when^ach was paid, andliow 
.-much had accrued and was charged on the tax at the time of each 
,payment» and then a list drawn ofl^ of the interest on each item. Our 
(books are only , kept so as to enter at the end ci each month the ag- 
gregate amount of interest veceiYed on all taxes paid that month. 
Such is also the case as to office charges. The aggregate receipts 
under these different heads ure giren in the annual report from this 
.office; but to separate out the amount collected on each year's tax 
from each county, would inrolye an amount of labor and time that 
could not well be spared in the office, at the present time. In regard 
to the last mquiry, I would state that tuies rejected here are not 
.credited to the counties from which they are returned, and of course 
are never charged back to the counties. The taxes rejected are those 
which, from something upon the face of the returns, are evidently 
illegal, and which are deducted from the taxes returned from the 
several counties, before erediting the counties with the delinquent 
.taxes returned. Those charged beck, are taxes which hating been 
.once credited, are charged back, upon evidence being presented of 
.th«r having been paid, or which would render the sale of the lands 
for the taxes void. lists, both of the taxes rejected, and of those 
.ehaiged back, are sent each year to the treasurers of the respective 
connties; but as stated above, no t^'eetoef taxes are, or could be prop- 
.etljfAr^r charged hadk to the counties. 
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In •oodtttioo, I wwddbigleftTvtoMyUiiUlthoiiIdbepkatedftt 
maj (UM to fanbb to tta CMjr«^iio^f or to ay iMmbert thtreoft 
any kfimttfltkNi ia the poMMioi of Iho office, U' to oar Steto debt 
or finaaoM; but eapeciallj ftt tho present time, as the present and 
onsniag moatlis are two of the busiest months of the year in the of* 
fleo, it irovld be uttorty impossible to give a fnll reply to the sereral 
mqniiies eentamed in the resolution passed by the ConrentioA on the 
17th insL 

I hate the honor to be. 

Yours very respectfully, 

JOHN J. ADAM, 

AudmOT €r€H€TtU» 



r^ 
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[No. 7.] 

COMMUNICATION from the Auditor General* relatiTO to ex- 
for advertising and selling lands delinquent for taxes. 



Auditor Gienxral's Office, 
Lansing, March 5, 1851. 

Hon. JsmKBON G. Thueber, , 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
SiE — ^Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the following 
resolution, adopted hj the House on the 3d inst: 

''Resolved, That the Auditor General be requested to furnish to 
this House, a statement of the aggregate amount of charges for ad- 
vertising and selling lands delinquent for taxes, in the ]^ar 1850; 
a statement of items making said aggregate; the aggregate amount 
paid to publishers of newspapers for advertising tax sales in said 
year; the aggregate amount paid to the several county treasurers of 
the State for making sales and returns thereof to the Auditor Gene- 
ral's office; the number of clerks employed in said office during the 
said year; the salary paid to each; and the number of clerks, in the 
opinion of the Auditor General, that would be necessary to do the 
business of the said office, provided no return of lands delinquent 
for taxes were made to said office.'* 

The aggregate amount of charges consequent upon the return and 

sale of lands delinquenl^for taxes for the year 1850, is 113,241 89. 

The salary of clerks, (see abstract A,) $8,189 82 

Incidental expenses, (see abstract B,) 1,987 80 

Paid county treasurers, (see abstract 0,) 2,192 58 

Paid newspapers for adv. lists, (sea abstract D,) 5,871 70 

The annual salary of the extra clerl^ i^ fixed by law at #4001 It 

will be seen, by referenoa to abstract A, tl^M^ amount paid nyuitUy 

eomatimee exceeds, asd sometimes falls sh^^ of the regular rate. 

i 
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The diminution is caused by temporary absence — the excess by evtra 
work out of office hours. . Should a change in the system be efiected^ 
and no return of delinquent taxes made to this office, I am of the 
opinion that the number of clerks might be reduced to two or three. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN SWEGLES, Jr, 

General 



« • 
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[A.] 

STATEMENT showing the number of Clerks emplcyed in Auditor 
General* 8 Ofice during the year 185U, with amount of salary paid in 
each moTUh. 

Months. 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 



No. of Clerks. 


Amount of salary* 


8 


1255 5S 


H 


242 61 


8 


«70 06 


10 


S67 46 


9 


804 92 


8 


267 20 


9 


301 51 


H 


261 27 


4 


145 02 


6 


190 19 


H 


276 54 


9 


317 67 




93,189 82 



HovBK Doo. No. 7. 



STATEMENT showing sundry expenses inddeni to the aeeetemenit 
return^ advertisement and sale of lands^ as shxnm ly the hooks of the 
Auditor General, for 1850. 

Stationery, «277 38 

County treasurers's notices, 6 00 

Maps. «00 

Transportation* 5* ** 

Bmdin{^ 1« M 

Postage. 102 42 

Notary few, 210 00 
ABsessmeni rolls, blank receipts and certificates, blanks for 

collector's returns, deeds, &c., , 1,317 11 

$1,086 85 
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IC] 

STATSUSNTof ammmis paid Coufdy Trecmrwi for nUing lamh 

deiinqueni for taxes, <tc,, in 1850. 

AznooDt paid to treasurer Macomb county, $72 00 

do Eatou do . 52 dO 

do Branch do 54 50 

do Van Buren do 65 87 

do Lapeer do 90 60 

do Clinton do 49 S6 

do Ottawa do * .70 60 

do Kent do 67 60 

do Ingham d^. 53 00 

do Lenawee do 77 60 

do Ionia do 60 00 

do St Clair do 89 60 

do Cass do 48 84 

do Calhoun do 100 16 

do Livingston do 73 00 

do . Washtenaw do 37 50 

do Jacksoa do 102 00 

do Berrien do 85 90 

do Oakland do 67 00 

do Monroe do 207 50 

do Genesee do 83 60 

do Saginaw do 88 60 

do HiUsdale do 61 00 

do Kalamaaoo do ^ 1^8 50 

do Allegan do 89 00 

do Shiawassee do 69 00 

do Barry do 65 00 

do Wayne do . 'J^O 00 

do St. Joseph do 68 PQ 

12492 52 
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COST of odtBriimg, in 1860, litis qf litmb delinquent fir taxes. 

Amount paid to Clinton Express, 1158 80 

do Macomb Gazette, 121 00 

do Cold water Sentinel, 168 20 

do Paw Paw Free Press, 177 90 

do Pontiac Jacksonian, 200 70 

do Lapeer County Democrat, 110 50 

do Flint Republican, 208 50 

do Adrian Watchtower, 218 70 

do Spirit of the Times, 136 80 

do Eaton Rapids Democrat^ 161 70 

do Michigan State Journal^ 217 80 

do Hillsdale Gassette, 211 00 

do ' Grand Rapids Enquirer, 787 20 

do Michigan Argus, 140 70 

do Western Chronicle, 162 10 

do Ionia Gazette, 225 70 

do Cass County Adrocate, 78 70 

do Democratic Expounder, 249 90 

do St Clair Co. Observer, 218 70 

do Livingston Courier, 182 40 

do Jackson Patriot, 268 90 

do Kiles Express, 272 20 

do Monroe Advocate, 316 90 

do Kalamazoo Gazette^ 167 40 

do Allegan Record, 252 00 

do Shiawassee Democrat, 198 10 

do Detroit Free Press, 268 60 

•6,871 70 
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[No. 8.J 

KEt^ORT of the CommiUee on Militia, to whom was referred the 
report of the Adjutant and Quartermaster General tor the year 
IWO. 

I^otur committee, to whom was referred the annual report of the 
Adjutani and (Quartermaster General &r Che year 1S50, having had 
ih^ aftltte ttixiet consideradon, haye instructed me, as their ehairmah, 
to make the following report: 

It afpearv froBH tlie Hf6ft «f fliftt oS«er t%r«t [^e« it^ptoii^ ef 
me ^skkng inflitia UHt^ Kpptoted Ifay, lS4e, h^ H^ Bid wmA 
ntme of eomj^liUBt on tktt i^ecoiBlt ^ Qie imperftiit Hktam^i in itWh 
Ao oiTil «tthori&8, tis: th4 aiMssars, tuptfnrtebfdr to^aiiip' asd 
•Mntf detks, har^ nnde their retnanm t6 bis «iBcMr aa requiradi bjr 
te#, «f dw Mumdrieal atretigdi el the li^tiT^ mi eungkA tttUtia; tAA 
ia miqr inst snee s haro irhoHy neglected that dirty. It si thiitfiM'^ 
the opinion of yoitt etfmuiittefa thai ih/ne shoold to SMaer iiirflnir 
provisioDs made by bw, by which that officer'a causa of complaint 
may be wholly removed, and such numerical strengtb may be fuUy 
obtained. 

And it appearing to your eommiltee that there i9 no law now os*> 
isting and in force^ whereby amy compensation is provided for the 
pfty of the supervisor or assessor for registering the naaies of indi* 
Tidluals liable fo do militia duty in their respective townships, your 
committee would recommend that there be a law passed this present 
tfessioui allowing the supervisor or assessor of each township in this 
State, two cents for eaoh able bo<&ed man enrolled and liabk to do 
mOitary ^uty ; and if said supervisor or assessor shafi neglect or re- 
fiiae to take the names and age of the inhabitants ef his town over 
the age o^ eighteen and trp to Che age df forty-five years, able bodied 
men fii for mDitary duty, and make a true report to the Adjutant 
and QiiafierAaster General, and file a true copy of said report in the 

1 
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townsliip clerk's office; and for neglect of the same it shall be the 
duty of the township clerk to prosecute the supenrisor or assessor, as 
die case may be, of said town, for his or thttr negleei or refosal to 
do the same, before anj court having competent jurisdiction. The 
fine shall not be less than fiv;e nox more than twenty-five dollars; 
one half of the fine to be paid to the township derk for his services 
in pioseciiting the same, and the other half dq>06ited in the county 
treaatiiy, to go into the military fund for the support of ^ indepen- 
dent companies of this State. 

And your committee do further recommend that the denomination 
eaBed Friends or Quakers shall be exempt from enrollment by their 
presenting to the supervisor or assessor a certificate of membership 
in good standmg, duly executed by the society of which they are 
members. 

Aiad your committee do farther report that, in their opinioQ, it is 
important that the entire niimerieal strengh of the militia should be 
annually returned to the office of the Adjutant and Quartermaster 
General, in order to enable that c&etr to make his returns to the 
general gpvenunent of such numerical strength of the aulitia of this 
State, so aa to enable him to obtain the military supplies to which this 
Skate is entitled annually from the general government under the 
9aw«iiitiag laws of the Ckmgress of the United States. 

And your oommittee do further report, that they are of the ojnn- 
ien that a sufficient sum of money should be appropriated and placed 
sA fbe dbpoeal of the Quartermaster General, to* enable that officer 
Mm time to tune» as the neeesoty of the case may require, to pay 
tnuiportation en arms and ammunition and military stores belong- 
ing to flie State, and to erect and repair guns and gun racks, and 
oAer eonvenienoes the State armory may require; to effect faisuraa- 
ees 081 the same lor the preservation and safe keejung of the military 
(bI^ d ^ State, and for the payment of the oontingeneieB which 
JBtt^MOOMoiBy ooomr from time to time, such aa cleaning and re- 
pttriqg guns, &o. 

And your committee resprtctfully suggest, in theur opinion the 
sum of four hundred dollars would be no more than sufficient to de- 
fray the expenses above mentioned for the current year, and re* 
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«pectfttUy reeommend the appropriation of that amount for such pur* 
pose. 

JLU whieh b respeetfidlj snbniitted« asking leave that your co»^ 
Atttlte may be disohaiged from further consideration of the same. 

JAMES PATTERSON, 
CVn Cemt, en MUiiia, 



'* 
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[No. 9.] 

IflNORITY KEPORTof tbe Oonamittee on Banks and Iiieorpo- 

rations. 

The undersigned, one of the committed on Banks and Incorpora- 
tions, to irhom was referred the bili <^to anaend an act entitled an aet 
to authorize the sale of the Central Bnilroad, and to incorporate ik» 
Ifichigan Central Bailroad Company, approved March 28, l'B46,'* 
begs leave to report: 

That in the year 1846 a charter was amended granting an act of 
incorporation for a railroad from Detroit: to Port Huron, to connect 
-with the Canada road at that point from the Niagara river, the Great 
Western Railway company ageing that tli^ir road or a portion of it 
should tertninate at Port Ssmia, opposite Port Huron; thereby se* 
euring the immense travel from the railroads <^ommeneiftg in Maine, 
and the more southerl} routesjrom New York, all leading towards 
this avenue, would pass over our territory frbm Port Huron to^the 
western section of the Stated and that the 4,000,000 lahaUtaite, 
composed chiefly fnom the east, whither all their business tendit iMkl 
the T,OOO,OiD0 at the east would find"th« road* tbroii^hh the whtole 
length c^ Uichigan the meat eentenient aad sspeditious; the State 
expecting a permanent taxineometo the treasury from th^satne, t» 
be expended in the coastmetfon of the road. 

In an amendment to the Detroit and Port Huron -oliisrter,'aq^eific 
tax of f per cent, wasjaid upon the eapilalof the company^ which is 
$1,000,000. Allowing it toeost that sum, the State wouldi in ad4i* 
laonto the increase of the tax on:the capital of the'cMupsny, advance 
Itsassessments to |1,OOOCOOO noiore, for tlie property on the ronte^and 
iia vicinity; wbiJe a double track no dotibt' wourd* be required witlmi 
five yea»y vastly incve^ing its' taxable ratet. The antoniit of ta»* 
tion tsam tike Det»»t and Port Hnroa'ioad alone, as sqetaf as eenqile- 



t HovsK Doa 5o. 9. 

t«d« allowing the eapitol to be $1,000,000, would be 97,^00 per an- 
nual, perpetually. The mcrease valuation of property would equal 
this saokf and the State treasury annually enriched $16,000, if the 
road is constructed. 

The undersigned learns that the Great Western Railway Company 
in Canada, are now actively engaged in the construction of their road 
between Hamilton and Loiidon;, that they are desirous to meet a 
railroad connection with Michigan; that they have surveyed two 
fooies, one leading to Windsor, oppoette Delroiti and the other to 
Port Huron; that the junction of these two routes is 49 miles east 
bom PoK Samia; that said company now, as heretofore, prefer to 
terminate their road at Port Samia, provided Aey can mei^ a railroad 
tfouneetion at Port Huron; that according to the report of their en- 
gineer it would cost over $1,100,000 more to construct their road to 
Windsor than to Port Samia; that said company are ready to give 
aeoority £or the completion of their road to Samia within two years, 
it they can be met there by the Detroit »d Port Huron road. The 
bSl before the committee asks that the Michigan Central Bailroad 
Compaqr v^ be permitted to take stock in the Great Western Bafl- 
way Company, to assist in the eompletion of the Canada road to 
Windsor, as it i^qpears by memorials and assertions of counsel, attor* 
aeya and agents of the said company. These memorials and attor* 
neys and agifnts assert that the weat Western Railway Company 
have determined on the Windsor route; that the road is located, co»- 
tencM let, 4cw Tb» undersig^d is assured ^rom reliable mthority 
tttttsucbis not the bet; that from the jonetiwi to Windasn^, and fte 
jaaietiott to Samia, is yet an ibftfn question; tkat the Coa^pany donoi 
yel knew whni villages they would pMt throo^, provided ihe eo«n- 
ties of Sssex and Kent wftl subscribe a ccttain amount of atodty nild 
fl^ fltatea sttbseribe some $l,3OO,$0o« 

& tihe dptaion of the undetsigaed, it would be iaoempafiblo wift 
Iboiaieraata 4if the State to alliw theMiehigmi Oetttml Railroad Com* 
paaiy to take stook m a rmlway in a/af«i^ ^oosmMiK,. and tberebj 
^esm* tha oovMtruetion of the ooctoniytekted road ibmmh ont o«n 
ienitory; aani^dal polioy tmOm [BMe, and datrhtoantal for Me «M- 
niina; reaeUng every taspujiManpaokat, mid nabelbiwAMi^aa^ 
s^MelosatotefiMeef •l5,M0ttinsAlly« Uq^itiQg Off mmmA 
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growth of tli« Medon it would paM orer, and eo&iribttUog to the 
prosperity of a monarchial gorerasi^nt; the opposite of our owti. 
The undersigned is further guided in his views from the fact, that by 
Inference to the map annexed to the report of Mr. Stuart, ehief engi" 
neer of the Great Western Railway, as well as by the report itself, 
it win appear there is little or no difference in the length of the route 
from Detroit to Niagara river, whether it go on the American side, 
passing through the counties of Macomb and Bt Clair, and opening 
wp one of the richest and most productive portions of the State, or on 
the Canada «de from Windsor to Chatham, through an unsettled 
country, that is nothings, and never can be anything, while the same 
report exhibits the fact that it would cost $2,500 per mile less to con- 
struct the Sarnia route. 

It is said by the agents and attorneys of the Windsor route, that 
the Michigan Central Railroad Company, if prevented from taking 
stock in the Windsor route, will not aid in the construction of the 
Detroit and Port Huron road, thereby intimating that said road can- 
not be built without their assistance. There need be no alarm on this 
score; the Windsor route defeated, the Port Huron road will be im- 
mediately constructed, without any of the assistance of the Central 
Company; capitalists stand ready'to go on with it at once. The Mi« 
chigan Central Railroad Company may possibly, sooner or later, dis- 
eover that they did not make^he State of Michigan, but that the State 
of Michigan made the company. 

In the opinion of the undersigned, the question ceases to be a local 
one, and becomes one of State policy; one in which all are interest- 
ed; tiie south as well as the north, and against which nothing but lo* 
cal interest can be brought to bear. Shall we legislate for the outlay 
of capital on our own soil, rather than in a foreign country, or if heed 
be, prevent the outlay of capital in a foreign country, upon the con- 
dition of a portion being expended within our own limits. There h 
another view of the question worthy of mention; a national view. In 
case of invasion or a war with Great Britain, look at the advantage 
abe would have in one hundred miles of railroad running along on 
her frontier; whereas, on the other hand, should the road terminate 
at Port Saroia, said terminus would be immediistely under the guns of 
our fort, and the frontier road m our own government. Can any man 
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doubt or hesitate, as to his duty, aa a repreaentative of tlie intereslt 
of the State of Miehigaa in this case. 

Id consideration of the above foets, the undersigned respectfally 
begs leave to report a substitute for the said bill, and recommend 
its passage. 

NOAH H. HART. 



J 



}Ioua£ Doc.^ , JLeoislaturic 

No. 1(1. \ ' ( 1851. 



[No. 10.] 

BEPORT of Sdeet Committee relative to Grand Kapids Caaal. 

The select eommittee appointed to inquire into tbe matter of tlie 
spproprifttion of 25,000 aeres of land to construct a canal and locks 
aroand the rapids of Grand Bi^er, at Grand R«pids, and to report to 
the Hotise stioh a disposal of the matter as may to them seem advi- 
Mkble, ill accordance with resolutions of the House of Feb. l$fk 
and 19th, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to 
submit the following report: 

The resolutions referred to, present the following distinct points of 
iaquiry for the investigation of jour committee: 

1st. How much of said canal has been built? 

2d. In what manner has it been built as regards the purpose of the 
improred navigabilitj of Grand River? 

3d. Whether theloeationof said canal has been changed? 

4tfa. Whether the location of the dam appurtenant to said canal 
hoA b^ea ^anged^ and whether the said changes have been detrimen- 
isA to the public interest and an infringement of the rights of riparl- 
nxk proprietors) endangering the permanency of said dam, and ob- 
straotuig the navigation of Grand River? 

5ih. And more particularly, whether in the opinion of the commit- 
tse> the balance of the appropriation unexpended, will suffice for the 
compktioQ of said canal? 

6tb. Whether any excess of payments from said appropriation, 
over the amount legally due upon properly authenticated estimates, * 
have been drawn firom the office of the State land office by James 
JOsTOy contractor for &e oonatruotton of said canal? 

1st. To the first inquiry, as to how much of said canal has been 
built, we present a copy of the estimate of the engineer, made while 
acting as such engineer, as follows; 

1 



8 HotTsi I>oc. No. 10. 

*« Estimate mode ^iay lOtb, 18&0, on th« ttate of forwardness of Qnf 
Grand Rapids Canal, as per contract between James Davis and the 
canal commissioners: 

Bzoavation done on canal, about seven-eightbs of the whole. 
Embankment done, tbree-fourtbs " 

Locks an dam " one-half " 

The locks and dam constitute about one-half of the contract; the 
excavation and embankment the other half of the contract, so that 
the foregoing estimate would stand as 21-82 of the whole contract* 
according to the best of my judgment 

. W. L. COFFINBERRY, i%V." 

. Mr. Coffinberry appeared before your committee, at their request^ 
and stated that he was still of the same opinion as to the amount of 
work done on the canal, and that there has been no work done since 
the above estimate was made. 

Two of the canal commissioners^ Daniel Ball and Frederick Hall, 
also appeared before the committee, at their request, and substantiated 
the estimate of the engineer, as to the amount of work done. And 
the committee are unanimously of the opinion that the «bove estimate 
is correct) or nearly so. 

2nd. The construction of the canal itself, so far as completed, is 
thought to be wisely planned for the improved navigability of 
Grand River — ^being about eighty feet wide, with six feet depth of 
water — affording ample room for navigation. But from the evidence 
before the committee, and from the personal knowledge of sonie of 
ih^ir number, they are decidedly of opinion that the dam» in$tead of 
being a benefit to navigation on the river, is a great hindrance to it, 
and ought to be removed unless the navigation shall be immediately 
restored by the completion of the canal; and even then it is hardly 
lobe expected that the lumbering interest above will beaceonunoda* 
ted and satisfied without a lock, or a greatly improved shute in the 
dam* 

3rd. Whether the location of said canal has been ^hsngftd. 

Act No. 19 of seaeion laws of 1847, appropriated 25,000 aobss el 
internal improvement land to construct a canal around the rapids of 
Qrand River at Grand Rapids. . The board of superviscM-s of the 
county of Kent were authorized to construct and take charge of the 
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tuttud; Ae la«d to be setected «Dd fiM until the canal '^sball hare 
beea fioMied and completed/' and "the right of way. to be secured 
io the people of the State of ^Michigan." No fund was placed iaihe 
liaiub of the supervisors to purchase the right of waj; and it aeema 
to hare been anticipated that voluntary releases would be executed 
to the State by the owners of land through which the canal was to 
pass. And with this view, the supervisors surveyed and established 
'tile iocatioa for the canal on the west side of the riveri and gave 
a eontract to James Davis for constructing it; but withheld the com- 
mencment of work until such releases should be made; aad thus 
about one year passed over without procq;nng the right of way. And 
then, by an amendatory act, No. 125 of 1843, the powers and duties 
4}( the supervisors under act No. 19 of 1847, were ''conferred upon 
three commissioneis, to be appelated by the Governor," with full 
and entire control and management of tlie construction and comple- 
don of said canal and works^^ and they, in tlie exercise of said pow- 
ers, ^'iji their diicretion^" were authprized to **re-sturvey and re-locaie" 
''the said canal on either side of the riveX) and modify the subsisting 
cxmtract, or make new ones, for the completion of said works.'' 

The Governor appointed Rix Robinson, Daniel Ball and Freder- 
ick Hall, %vho jointly executed a bond, with sureties approved by the 
Auditor General, in the penal sum of ten thousand dollars* for the 
&ithful discharge of their duties. 

In answer to a resolution of the Senate, of 12th January, 1850, 
Ae eommis»oners report upon this point that they have not b«.ea 
able to obtain the right of way to their satisfaction on the west [north] 
aide of Grand River. 

But a majority of your committee have instructed me to report 
lihat, in their opinion, such right of way might have been procured 
on &e west side of the river by said commmissioners. 

The commissioners changed the locs^on of the canal from the west 
to tl)d east side <rf the Biver, and gave the contract to James Davis in 
Aprils 1848. Hie was to oooiplete the canal, locks and dam and re« 
ceive the 25,000 acres of land. 

4th. The commissioners also changed the location of the dam. It 
was in contemplation by them to build it at right angles with a point 
known as the guard gate, and a number of releases of the right of 
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» 

flowage and maintenance Were given to (he comakabnin ty Biver 
piroprietors, in ri^w oi its locatioii at tbis point; bnt wto iMiBf ntf- 
fered to be baift at a j^ace further up the riirer, and abuttvd up^ 
land the fee of whifth Was bought by James Dwris, thM» ooDtimetat, 
for that purpose, after the right of flowage upen the satne land had 
been bought and filed With the co»missioaers» by proprieloYs dain- 
ing rights below. 

Touohing this point, yonr eennnktee would remark that it wsas the 
duty of the eommissioaers to construct the dam without reference lo 
Hie right of flowage. And provisioa was uade by law for those cbria- 
ing damage for flowage by the erection of said dam. (See act No. 
216 of 1849.) 

The committee are of opinion that the change in the leisatbn of the 
canal has not been detriitiental to the public interests or «a infringe- 
ment of the rights of riparian proprietors, althongh perhaps the right 
of way might have been procured on the west side. But on the 
contrary, the change in the location of the dam, is thought to be de- 
trimental to the puttie interests and an infringemeot of the rights ^f 
such proprietors. The embankment c^nneoting the guard gate with 
the da;m, and the dam itself, are more eaposed and liable to be car- 
ried away in high water than the dam would be at the lower loca- 
tion. The dam is also too high, and should, if allowed to remain 
where it now is, be cut down, or the embankment of the eanal rais^ 
to insure the city from damage by floods. The navigatioii of the 
river would probably be benefitted sotne by a lower location, and the 
rights of individuals better secured. 

5th. And more particularly whether the balance of the ^pvcf)ria- 
iion will suflSice for the completion of said canal. 

Upon this subject we have an estimate of the Ei^neer, Mr. Oof- 

finberry, made in the spring of 1850, lor the completion el the wbc4e 

work, leaving the dam in its present location. To wUch be now 

udds the cost of removing and re-bttUding the dam at Ae guaid gate 

atid the ccAisequent deepening of the -channel from the liead of the 

rapids to the entrance to the canal. The estimate is as £»i]ow^: 

Estimate made last spring, - $?,5bd 00 

llemoval of diam, 650 00 

Excavation of channel, 300 00 

s 

-. ■ rf ■-! - I, 1 

f 8,450 00 
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The a&BCWHitof Iftad yet dndraWn from the land offio^, as sboiKii 
by <iie report of the OonimissiiRmr of tiie laati Offiee/ii BJIQ6tO% 
acres. 

CalHiig it worUi <1 2/^ per aisre, $8,499 85 

^Estimate to complete the work, 8,450 00 

£xee8is over estimate, t4S W 

The committee are led to believe that the land yet ttndtwim miy 
be sufficient to complete the work; but should this sessieu of the Le* 
gislalure pass without providing for an extension of the tune, by « 
law embodying such reasonable provisions as will ensure Us eomplv- 
tion, It is beliered the amount now paid out will b6 lost to the Stf<l«; 
whereas, If a proper law is now adopted, the whole will be savod. 
TFherefbre. your committee, in view of the great importance of (he 
work, weald reoommend that the job be let to a respbnsible persoa* 
ivho will give good se(mrity for the completion of the work aceonUiig 
to law, and that the State shall in no case be liable lor a grest^ 
lUuouni than the ^,000 acres of land impropriated for that purpose. 

6th. Whether any excests of payments have been drawn by Jamea 
Davis; from the State land office. Upon this point your committee 
propose to state the facts as they exist. An act passed Feb. 20, 
1847, gave the work in charge to the board of supervisors of Kent 
county, and provided that upon completion of the work, certificates 
should be issued for land, to the amount of the cost of the work, not 
exceeding the appropriation. 

An act, passed January 29, 1848, provided that whenever the su- 
pervisors should certify that one-half of the work was done, the com- 
missioner of the land office should pay over to the contractor, an 
amount not exceeding one-fourth of the whole of said appropriation. 

An act, passed March 28, 1848, devolved all the duties of the su- 
pervisors upon three special oommiasioaers. 

In pursuance of the preceding acts tlie commissioners did oil -the 
SOthdiayof Oc^ber, 18118, ''eertify thi^Mr. JameaJDavsSreOtttiaict- 
or on said banal, has completed oae-half of tbe work aoeordkiglo 
pmtiiKions of the aforesaid acta." 

An w^, passedJanuary 2a, 1849« vnth^&mei d)ooo«»Aisaio»era to 
teake estimates of the work as iiprogressed jrom Ume ioim$. Au- 
thorized the commissioner of the land office^ on the filing of such es* 
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tittiAtts with him, to pay over to the aaid contractor in wiurnii&ii, spe* 
eie or certiJScates of tii]e» the amount oi the estttnates of the work 
filed, leas Jifteen per cent. 

An act, passed March 31, 1849, repealed the first section of the 
last act, which authorized the commissioners to make estimates as the 
work progressed from time to time, and authorized the appointment 
of an engineer by the supervisors of Ionia county, whose duty it 
ahould be to determine from time to time as the work progressed^ 
whet proportion of said contract had been done and perfonned, 
whether one-hall^ three-fourths, more or less; and also to estimate 
«Bd determine from time to time as aforesaid, the number of acres of 
land of the 25,000 acres, that will be sufficient to pay pre rata, the 
contract for the proportion of said contract done and perf<»ined at 
the time of the estimate and determination. Said estimates to be 
cigned by the engineer, and countersigned by the chairman of the 
board of aurpervisors of Ionia county. 

Under the provisions of this last act; A. V. Berry, engineer, made 
the following estimate, duly countersigned by A. F. Bell, chairman 
of supervisors of Ionia county: 

1849, May 31 — For the amount of labor performed on said canal, 

in proportion to the total amount for the comple- 
tion of the work under said contract, 7673 acres. 
'« June 13, 2729 •• 

" Oct 6, 6359 ** 

Also an estimate made January 2S, 1850, signed by the 
engineer, but not countersigned by the chairman of 
the board of supervisors, and not recognized by the 
Commissioner of the Land Office, for 1456 acres. 



Total amount of estimates made by engineer, duly 
countersigned, 167^1 acres. 

Vndtar the foregoing proviidons, the coinmittee are of opinion that 
<be oontraotor was entitled to d»w in warranty specie or ceztifieaiee 
of sale, land estimated at one dollar and twenty'five cents per aoie, 
«me-half of the amount of tte estimate of work laadeby the special 
commissioners, (acres) 6250.00 
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The amoitnt of cottniersigned estimates mtydt by the 

engineer, (acres) 16761.00 

Less 15 per cent, 2514.15 



Leaviog, 

Less oae-balf of the amount of 
the commissioners* estimate, 



14246.85 



6250.00 



7996 86 



14246.85 



10753.15 



67W.07 
8968.07 



Amount to which the contractor was entitled by the 

estimates, 
Amount of appropriation, (acres) 25000.00 

Less legal estimates, as above* 14246.85 

Balance with which the canal fund ought to be 

credited, 
The amount drawn by Davis, contractor, as per 
report from the Commissioner of the Land Of- 
fice, made to the House of Representatives, Feb. 
11th, 1851, (acres) 18204.92 

Leaving unexpended of the 25000.00 

Overdrawn, 

Besides the bond executed by the commissioners for $10,000, the 
contractor, James Davis, executed a bond in accordance with act 
Ko. 36 of 1850, in the penal sum of 120,000, signed by Amos Rath- 
bone, John M. Fox, John Ball, S. 0. Kingsbury, A. Roberts, Z. G. 
Winsor, N. W. Foster and Wm. Haldane, residents of Kent eoun« 
ty, and, as the committee believe, perfectly responsible for the pay- 
ment of their bond. 

The committee have found it necessary to call witnesses firom a dis- 
tance. Daniel Ball, W. L. Coffinberry and Dr. Penny, from Orand 
Rapids, have visited the capitol for this purpose, and your committee 
unanimously recommend that they be Allowed at ihe rate of |3 a day 
eaeh for ten days; and that Frederick Hall, a resident of Ionia vil- 
lage, be allowed at the same rate per day for eight days. 

And in conclusion, the committee would unanimously recommend 
the passage of a law embodying the following provisions, to wit: 

Providing for an extension of the time to complete the work untU 
January 1, 1353. 
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Providing that the dam be removed to the location fint ecmtconpla- 
ted by tlie commissioners; abuttii^ oa the west side of the river op- 
posite the guard gate at right angles to the river. 

Providing that all the unexpended lands of the 29,000 acre appro- 
priation be withheld and remain in the land office until the whole 
work be completed to the satisfaction of the board of super- 
visors of Kent countj-, and until all the necessary releases of 
rights of way, fiowage and maintenance of the dam» are executed to 
the satisfaction of the Attorney General. 

Providing for the appointment of a Commissioner by the Govern- 
or, to take charge of the work till its completi<m*^aiithorisiDg tsath 
commissioner to appint a competent en^neer to act under him. 

Providing for letting the job by contract lo a responsible person, 
who shall give sufficient sureties for the completion of the work. 
And providing further, that the work shall be coinpleted without aig^ 
other or further expense to the state».than the amount of t}ie original 
appropriation. 

Providing for an appraisment of the damages which may result 
to the propi^ietors of lands bordering on the river above the dam, an4 
m assessment of the same to those benefitted by the erection of tba 
dam. 

Providing that the compensation of the coinmissioner and engi- 
neer be paid by the counties of Kent and Ionia, in equal propoiitions, 
at the rate of not exceeding five dollars per day for each, for actual 
services. 

Providing that if the contract is not let within three months from 
the passage of this act, for the completion of the work, the dam shall 
be removed under the direction of the commissioner, and the ex;peB8o 
of renQiOving of said dam shall be examined andaudited by the Board 
of State Auditors, and be paid on their warranty out of the unexpen-- 
ded balance of land heretofore appropriated. 

And providing further, that upon the completion and accept^Q^ 
oi the work, all powers of the commissioner cease, and be vested ijx- 
the board of supervisors of Kent county, who shall have the super- 
vision of the work, and regulate the tolls, under restriijtions of law. 

All of which is respectfully suboiitted^ 

H.M.MOORE, 

Chairman Select CommUtee. 
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BEPORT of the Minority of the Committee on Banks and Incor- 
porations. 

The undersigned, a minority of the committee on Banks and In- 
corporations, to whom was referred, among other hills, the hill to 
aiaend an act entitled an act to authorize the sale of the Michigan 
Southern Railroad and to incorporate the Michigan Southern Rail. 
road Company, approved May 9, 1846, begs leave to submit the fol- 
lowing as a minority report: 

The committee have had the said bill under consideration for some 
time. It was discussed by the members of the committee from time 
to time, with a great degree of interest; and finally the undersigned 
proposed a very important amendment to the bill, which was as fol- 
lows, to stand as section two of said bill: 

'* That the time for completing the Tecumseh branch of said Mich- 
igan Southern Railroad, from the village of Tecumseh by way of 
Clinton, in the coutity of Lenawee, and Manchester, in the county of 
Washtenaw, to the village of Jackson, in the county of Jackson, be 
and the same is hereby extended six years from the time the same is 
to be completed in the original act incorporating said company; 
and said Southern Railroad Company shall, within one year after the 
passage of this act, extend, construct, and complete said branch road 
to the village of Clinton; and within two years from the passage of 
this act, extend, construct and complete said branch road to the vil- 
lage of Manchester; and within three years after the passage of this 
act, extend,' construct and complete said branch road to within ten 
miles of the village of Jackson; and within four years after the pas- 
sage of this act, extend, construct and comple said road to the village 
q{ Jackson, or as near thereto as may be, and not conflict with the 
rigbts of the Michigan Central Railroad Company, under their char- 

1 
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ter, at tke time when the said Michigan Southern Railroad Company 
are required to build, extend, construct and complete the said last 
part of said road; and the said branch road shall be built on the 
best and most feasible route from Manchester to Uie village of Jack- 
son, and the whole track of said branch road shall be laid with a 
heavy iron rail, weighing not less than fifty -six pounds to the yard." 

The above was submitted to all of the members of the committee^ 
and by them assented to; and it was agreed by all of the committee 
that this amendment should constitute a part of the report of the com- 
mittee on that lubject. The committee were unanimous that the pro- 
posed amendment should and ought to be adopted, as a part of said 
bill — that the interests of the State required it, and no injustice would 
be done to the Southern Railroad Company, as in substance, it cn^y 
bound the company to perform what it had, through its agents and 
friends, so often promised to do. Consequently, the committee unan- 
imously instructed their chairman to report as above. The opinions 
of the committee were divulged, and when ascertained, did not meet 
with the approval of the friends of that compapy. The committee 
had another meeting, and the matter was again discussed; and not- 
withstanding: some members of the committee did at that time avow 
sc|n3 change in their views on the subjtrc^, from influences unknown 
to the undersigned, still the chairman was again instructed to report 
the bill with the proposed amendment as before. The undersigned, 
thejefore, concluded the character of the report was substantially fix- 
ed, and that the action of the committee was fully and fipally settled; 
but not so the facts; as on Saturday last the undersigned was surpri- 
sed to see the chairman of said ccmmittee arise in his place and sub- 
mit to the House a report in \^hich ii\8s entirely emitted the above 
amendment. 

Now the question, when and where had the committee decided on 
aucb a report? When and where hsd its members held another con* 
saltation on the subject? If held, it was held without the knowledge 
of the undersigned. From whom did such an influence emanate, 
aad what were the influences which induced the majority of the com- 
mittee, or its chairman, to make a report so contrary and so opposite 
to the one which was adopted by the committee in the presence and 
with the assent of the undersigned? Or did the majority of the 
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committee consider tbe opimon of the undersigned as of no conse- 
quence in the matter, and privately hold a conclave in the dark, and 
instruct the chairman thus to report? Or did the chairman take the 
responsibility and report M^ithout consent of the committee? These 
questions are left to be answered as best they may, by those engaged 
in the plot. The manner, the reasons why such a report was made, 
are unknown to the undersigned, although the conclusion is inevita* 
ble. Influences have been brought to bear which have produced 
this result, for men do not exhibit such palpable changes in their opin- 
ions simply from self-motives, in the absence of outside influences. 

That those influences have been used, and are continually being 
felt in our Legislatures, no one can doubt. The sessions are annu- 
ally attended by the representatives of at least the two most impor- 
tant railroad companies in this State, for the purpose of procuring 
the passage of laws for the benefit of those companies, and wholly 
for the advancement of their interests, without conceding anything 
to the people of this State for privileges they ask, however important. 
Yes, those soulless corporations ask, but will not give. It is time for 
the people of this State to stop and consider the object of these re- 
peated solicitations from those corporations, and to inquire why the 
Legislature should at every session b& called upon not only to grant 
favors to the growing monopolies, but to act as umpires in deciding 
and settling their conflicting interest; and if thus early they can ex- 
ert such an influence, what may we expect from them in the future. 
' The amendment to the Southern railroad bill was approved of by 
the committee when all together; and the subsequent action, if any, 
was without the knowledge or assent of the undersigned. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. B. EATON. 
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MEMOXIIAL of theCommittee of Directors of tbe Erie and Kala- 

mazoo Railroad Company. 

To the SenuUe and Bouse of Mepreseniatives of the State of MiMgcai: 
Respectfully represent^ the Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad Compa- 
ny; that the road is laid with a flat bar mil, which from long use is 
much worn and requires to be re-laid with a heavy iron rail. That 
for the purpose of providing and laying down such rail, and provid* 
iug suitable depot accommodations for the public, they pray that they 
may be authorized to issue their corporate bonds, bearing interest 
not exceeding eight per cent, payable within or without the State of 
Michigan, at such time as they may ?ee fit; and to sell the same at 
such rates as they may judge best; and to mortgage their road and 
franchises as collateral security therefor; and that they may be au- 
thorised to alter the location of said road in places where they think 
the same may be improved thereby. 

And they further pray that provision may be made that the tax 
annually laid upon their capital stock may not include any part of 
said capital or of loans made for constructing the road, which have 
been or which shall be expended without the Sta^e; that the annual 
meeting of stockholders may be holden hereafter on the Tuesday af* 
ter the second Monday in June, the next meeting for such election 
to be in June, A. D. 1852; and that the return to be annually made 
to the Governor may be as of the condition and business of the road 
on the 30th day of November in each year. 

GEO. BLISS, 
CHARLES BUTLER, 
HUGH WHITE, ^ 

Committee of JHredon^ 
February, 1861. 
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tlEPORT of Committee on Public Lands, relative to Swamp and 
Overflowed Lands granted to this @tate by the United States. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred that por- 
tion of the Govemer's Message, which relates to the swamp and 
overflowed lands granted to the State by an act of Congress, have 
had the same under consideration, and respectfully report, that from 
information supposed to be reliable, the State contains about four 
millions of acres of these lands. No information is had as to the 
particular location of these lands, other than that they are scattered 
over the whole of the State. The privilege has been extended to the 
State to make a survey of these lands, under the authority of the ' 
State, and report the same to the Surveyor General, the object of 
which would be to ascertain if there be any land coming within the 
construction of the act and not included in the returns of the Secre* 
tary of the Interior. The act requires the Secretary of the Interi- 
or to make a list of ''all legal sub-divisions, the greater part of which 
is wet and unfit for cultivation, shall be included in said list and 
plats; but when the greater part of a subdivision is not of that charac- 
ter, the whole of it shall be excluded therefrom.'* 

A re-survey would require the smallest legal subdivision to be 
made, which would require an amount of labor that must be evident 
io all cannot be undertaken; and from the liberality which it is sup- 
posed that lands have been returned as swamp lands, there would 
probably be no increase of acres, over the returns of the Secretary 
of the Interior; a re-survey is therefore not advisable. The commit- 
tee are advised that many of these lands returned as swamp lands, 
have become so by the formation of beaver dams. These dams in 
some portions of the covintry have caused the overflow of large 
<juanti(ics of land which, when opened, have subsequently become 
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dry and fit for cultivation. AH the hnd of this character it is sop* 
pobed can be drained ani made proJuciivi-, at a comparatively ^mall 
expense. Experience has taught us that lands upon luir, level 
grounds, and large s wails, and small sluggish streams, that liavc 
been supposed by some to be ^rorthless, have in some cases required 
nothinjr more than the removal of fallen limber from the natural out- 
lets, to render them sufficiently dry for cultivation. It is the opin« 
ion that many lands of this description are returned as swamp lands. 
Among the lands returned, are some that are supposed to be but a 
covering of soil over some small lake. This description cannot be 
made productive, and to attempt their drainage would be entirely 
useless. The condition upon which these lands are granted, is that 
of reclaiming them, as far as may be practicable. The first object to 
be attained is that of carrying out in good faith the trust imposed, in 
the most judicious manner. To attempt any system of drainage by 
the State at this time, of these lands, in the absence of ony correct 
information as to the pr«^able expense, other than that the purchas- 
er might be willing to do at a stipulated price, is deemed inadvisa- 
ble. 

Your committee are of the opinion that the practicability of re- 
claiming those lands that are rcclaimablc, and the amonnt re quired 
lor reclaiming, could in a measure be obtained, by bringing these 
lands into market at a certain minimum price, an allcwnnce of part 
of the minimum price to the purchaser, or an oppropiiation of a part 
of the land, is believed, would be the surest way of reclaiming 
these land^. The employment of an additional cleik in the land of- 
fice for a part of the year, is supposed to be all the extra expense 
required in that oflBce, provided these lands are placed under the con- 
trol of the commissioner. If the^e lands are placed in that office, 
the committee suggest the propriety of authorizing the ccmmission- 
cr to employ such aid, from time to time, as may be necessary. Jt is 
rssumcd that these lands are granted to the State not so much on ac- 
count of increasing the treasury, as the benefit that may arise iv the 
people of the State from reclaiming. If, then, there thall arise a 
considerable fund from the sale of these lands, over the amount re- 
quired for reclaiming, how shall it be disposed of to benefit the great- 
cat number or do the most good? Tcur committee respectfully re- 
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coiDinend that it be placed to (he credit of the primaiy school fund, 
believing that more benefit would arise from such (i disposition, than 
any otlwr. The bf^neficial effects will be felt in all grades of societj 
by adding this to the primary school fund. 

D. SHOOK, 

C/.airmen. 
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COMMUNICATION from the ACtor^y (hmrA Ml&div^ fft tfei 
ocMMtitiitionalUT of a ** bill establrshiiig poUcv regulations for the 
pceserration of property on the lines of rail roads, and for o&er 

Office of the AfTORNsr General, 
Lansing, March 26, l&5t. 

To tie Am* the Souae of Representatives: 

1 have the hoaor to acknowledge the receipt of the fottowing reapr 
Ifitiei^: 

**JRp$olmd, IHiat the Attomey Geaeial be xequeated to ^oMmiMUi 
9ate toihia Hooae his ojunion, whether any of the jmoTttioaa of tka 
Itt eetaUiahing poliee xegnlaliens for the pree^m^n of joopeiix 
91^ the Imea of rail roads^ oad for other pivpoaes, eonflict with the 
eharfeered zighta and privileges of the Central, So«tbem or other 
nul roads of the State, and if so, to point oat to the House wherein.'' 

T&e first four sections of the bill relate, generally, to matters wluchi 
«re not embraced in any of the charters of the rafl road oompanlee 
reipirred to in the resolntiQm The first section requires each rail road 
ebmpan^, within six men£hs, to erect and maintain on the sides of 
thei^ road, a lawful and s^CScient fences with openings or gates, and 
tnffioientlEurm crossings for the use of proprietors of adjoining luidn 
jft dso reqmrea each company to consiructand muntain cattle goarde 
ft allfQad ereesingii^ nuitabk an4 eu^idemt to prptect eaUle or o<jher 
animals firom getting upon the railroad; and until such oatUo^eri^ 
mw- constructed, the company is made liable for all danii^e dcM te 
fM^1e» horses or other anima}s ^reon> by the i(0ents or eagofn^ of 
t|ie company. The second section requires eaeh company to oaiMe 
boirdfl^widi an apprcpnateinseriptionpainted thereon, to be pkoe4 
or supported by posts, and constantly maintained across each public 
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Mid inteneeted by the rail road, and in such manaer as to be teas 
by travelers. The third section requires each engine to be fiimnhed 
with a bell of at least thirty pounds weight, or a whistle that can be 
beard at least one hundred rods, to be rung or sounded at a distance 
of at least eighty rods from the place where any rail road crosses any 
road or street. The provisions contained in this and the preceding sec- 
tion, are enforced under a penalty of at leastfifty dollars for every ne* 
gleet or non-compliance. The fourth section makes the intoxication 
ef every person, while in charge of a locomotive engine running up* 
ca any rail rdad, a misdemeanor. ' 

The clause in the first section requiring the companies to erect and 
iaaintain sufficient fsrm crossings for the use of proprietors of ad- 
joining lands, is made the subject of a special provision in their char- 
ters. The Legislature cannot, therefore, add to the obligations which 
it imposes, or vary in any respect the rights which it secures to the 
eompanies. With this exception, I am not able to discover, after a 
careful examination, any provision in the acts incorporating these 
companies, with which these regulations may be said to conflioti 
They do not change or impair the corporate rights of the compa^ 
nies, nor are they inconsistent with their full enjoyment. Certain 
acta are. required, it is true^ but the performance of them is sought 
to be enforced, not for the purpose of affecting any chartered rights 
or privileges^ but to ensure protection and safety to the lives and pro* 
pertj of citizens. These requirements, however, can only be justi^ 
fied and sustained on the ground of public policy and necessity. The 
Legislature would have no right to impose a burden upon any <^ 
these companies, not required of them by their charters, upon B^y 
other grounds The necessity of these regulations and their adkpta*' 
tion to the end designed to be secured, are matters which addxess 
themselves exclusively to the judgment and discretion of the Legts* 
lature. -* 

The provisions contamed in the two last sections of the bill, <ire 
of a different character. They direct the manner in which the bu* 
riness of the roads is to be transacted, which is a tight reserved to 
tite'conspanies. By the twelfd^ section of the ac^ incorporatbg the 
Michigan Central Rail Road Company, it is provided that the compa- 
ny shall have power to regulate the time and manner in which goodW 
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wmA pMmcog&n than be (nasported, taken a»i e«frie4 oa tie roadr 
at well as the manner of colleetiBg all tolb and duM. By die tven- 
ty-firat aeolian the company is required to kefp the read open for 
public oae, for the tranaportation of perM»a and property, wider sncb 
by-laws as aaid company may lawfnlly make. Similar proTuiena 
are embodied in the act incorporating th^ Michigan Sonibem Bail 
Bond Company. The regnlations proposed to be ectablished by the 
ifili sBd sbth aections of the bill, are clearly in conflict witli thece 
eliartered i%hts. 

WILLIAM HAUS, 
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[No. 16.] 

eOllMUNtCATION from the Secretary of State^ giymg the nuni- 

ber of the colored population in the State. 

OrFICE OF THK SkcBETART OF StATK, 

Lansings March 29, 1851. 
Hoo* JsFfK&80H G. Thtbbbk, 

Speaker of the Hotue of Representatives: 
Bob — ^I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the following 
rieaolation^ adopted by the House on the 27th mat.: 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of State communicate to the House 
the number of negroes or colored persons in each county in this State 
at his earliest conyenience/' 

In answer to the same, I herewith submit a Hst of the number of 
colored persons in this State, by towns and counties, as taken from the 
United States census returns deposited m this office. 

Very respectfully yours, 

C. a TAYLOfi, 

Secretary of State, 



1 



Housx Doc. No. 15. 



COLORED. ROPULATION IN MICHIGAN. 



AUegan County, 




Chippewa County. 




Gunplain,' 


5 Total, 


16 


Bony Counh/, 




Olinion County, 




Bany, 


1 


Esflex, 


1 


Hope, 


1 

Q 


Watertown, 


1 
2 


Berrien County, 


O 


1 

jBaion Couwty, 


Total, 


215 


Carmel, 


1 






Oneida, 


% 


Branch County. 






— 


Batavia, 


1 


. 


3 


Ck>ld water, 


12 




t 


Union, 


1 


Oeneeee County. 






— 


Flint, 


U 




14 






t 




BSUedde County.^ 




Calhoun County. 




Amboj, 


% 


Albion, 


5 


HilUdale, 


s 


BatUe Creek, 


34 




-« 


Burlinffton, 
Eckford, 


3 
6 




5 


Emmet, 


58 


Houghton County, 





Fredonia, 


1 






Lee, 


16 


Huron County. 





Maishall, 


69 






Marengo, 


1 


Inghoan County. 




Pennfield, 


1 


T^g^THt^m^ 


5 


Sheridan, 


I 


Lansing, 


18 


Tekonsha, 


1 




18 




196 






1 




lonHa County, 





Case County. 








Calrin, 


158 


Jackexm County. 




Howard, 


72 


Jackson, 


«S 


Jefferson, 


5 


Panna, 


1 


LaGrange, 


15 




— 


Penn, 


29 




64 


Porter, 


105 






Silyer Cmk, 


3 


Kakmazoo County, 


« 






brady. 


IS 


t 


d8» 




34 



Hqusp i)oQ. Kq. lir 



Kalamazoo town. 


6 




* 


Oshtemo, 


25 


ifiuon Cbim^. 





Pavillion, 


3 




/ 


Schoolcraft^ 


10 


JKAmuI CbiMtf. 







97 


MmOcalm CmnHt. 


9 


ITeni County. 




^r 




Cannon, 


1 


Monroif Counfff. 




Gaines, 


11 


Ash, 


4 


Grand Rapids City, 


18 


Dundee, 


; 


Plaipfield, 


4 


Lasalle, 


T 

1 


Walker, 


1 


Monroe, town, 


8 




,— 


•' yillaffe. 


39 


, 


80 


Whiteford, 


1 


Lapeer County. 






54 


Iiapeer, 


6 


OtdUofid fhunty. 




Zenawee C&untyr 




Bloomfield, 


8 


Adrian, 


18 


Farminffton, 
Oakland, 


1 


Blissfield, 


? 




Madison, 


15 


Pontiac, 


19 


Macon, 


8 


Royal Oak, 


26 


Baisin, . ' 


8 


Troy, 


3 \ 


KoUin, 


? 


Waterford, 


} 


Borne, 


8 




\^ 




1 




^ 


Vecomseh, 


1 




VVf 


Woodstock, 


20 


Oeeana Cauniy, 






— 


Total, 


1« 




91 


Ontone^on County, 




IMngston Counfy. 




T^tal, 


9 


Conway, 
Areen Oak, 


1 






i 


Ottawa County. 




• 


..^ 


Holland, 


I 




2 


Ottawa, 


t 






Spring' Lake, 


3*i 


JMacomh Counfy, 




• ^^ 


«•_« 


Smce, 


1 




3S 


Chestei^eld, 


7 






Clinton, ' 


6 


Saginaw Cou$Uy. 


t 


SMcomb, 


IS 


m^ Sr 




" 


w^^M* 


Samlac County. 


t> 


' 


27 






Jdacfsmac County,. 
Total, 


81. 


Sckociertrfl Cougfity, 


<l 


Mv^qum^eMMy. 


Shiawasiee County. 
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St. Clair CowUy, 




PitUfield. 


6 


Columbus, 


1 


Scio, 


1 


Port Huron village. 


15 


^aron, 


1 


St Clair, 


7 


SvfUiwt, 


6 


• 


_ 


Yotk. 


94 


• 


«3 


Tpsiliuiti, 


76 


St. Joteph Coimtf. 






«9J 


Oolen, 


I 


• 




Constantine, 


9 


Wayne CtmOy. 




Fawn River, 


6 


Detroit city, 


«7S 


Lockport, 


5 


Dearborn, 


19 


Notiawa, 


S 


Ecorse, 


31 


Sbermao, 


2 Greenfield, 


\i 


White Pigeon, 


I 


Orosse Pomt, 


n 




— 


Hamtramck, 


u 




25 


Mouguagon, 


1 


( 




Nankin, 


1 


Tuncdla CcuiUy. 





Plymouth, 


3 






Bedford, 


3 


Van Buren County, 




Springwells, 


\t 


Almena, 


2 


Sampteri 


t 


• 




Taylor, 


4 


Washiefiaw CouTity. 




Romulus, 


3 


^nn Arbor, 


19 


Van Buren, 


i 


Axigusta, 


«4 






lioai^ 


8 




«w 


Ifanehester, 


f- 
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Bany, 

Berrien, 

Branch, 

Calhoun, 

Cass, 

Chippewap 

Clinton, 

Eaton, 

Genesee, 

HillBdale, 

Houghton. 

Huron, 

Ingham, 

Ionia, 

Jackson, 

Kalamazoo, 

Kent, 

Lapeer, 

Lenawee, 

Livingston, 

Mackinac, 



RECAPITULATION. 

5jMacdmb, 
8 Monroe, 
215 Midland, 

14 Montcalm, 
196 Mason, 
387 Marquette, 
6 Oakland, 
4 2 Ontonagon, 
3 Oceana, 
14 Ottawa, 
6 Saginaw, 
Shiawassee, 
Schoolcraft, 
18 St. Clair, 
St. Joseph, 
64 Sanilac, 
97 Tuscola, 

30 Van Buren, 
6 Washtenaw, 

91 Wayne, 
2 

31 Total, 



27 
54 
1 



60 
6 
10 
85 



28 
23 


2 
231 
697 

2,372 
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{No. 16.] 

BePORT of the Committee on Federal Relationsr, relative to the 
Fugitive Blave Law and Slavery in the Territories. 

The committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred sun- 
dry petitions in reference to the law known as the fugitive slave law 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report. 

That but a few nlonths^have elapsed since there existed a state of 
tbmgsinour Federal Union, before unknown in its history. Cer- 
tain measures had been pending before the Congress of the United 
Statee, among which, this fugitive slave question was one for seven 
months, and yet brought to no result The subject pending had 
paralyzed all the operations of government; displaced the regular 
peoceedings of the two Houses of Congress; and at the end of seven 
months of a session, the ordinary annual appropriation bills had not 
fae^n passed. Such an occurrence had never before existed in this 
government. 

The measures alluded to were embraced in what was denomina- 
t«i the Compromise or Omnibus bill, and particularized as follows: 
** The California qtrestionj the question of territories, the question of 
tfaa lioundary of Texas, the Slave trade in the District of Columbia 
and the Fogitive Slave bill." Thie agitation of these subjects in- 
creased from day to day, until the wisest patriots became alarmed fo 
the safety of owr beloved country. The cry of dissolution was heard"^ 
from one end of the Union to the other. The American people 
watched this agitation with a deep anxiety, and not being able to fore- 
see its consequences, finally, in an almost united voice, commanded 
their servants to compromise, that concord and harmony might again 
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bo rMtored, tnd the Union bo presorvod for all tbo Ugh and aoUo 
purposes for which our fathers formed it The oomprotnise wvf • 
nally efTected; the five wounds that had so long baffled the skiU of 
the wisest and most eminent physicians of the nation, were finally 
heo!eJ. There was a general rejoicing throughout the length and 
breadth of the land; all seemed to speak out, ''the Union is now 
safe." Ojr long cherished principle, that man is capable of aelf 
government, was re-affirmed. 

Your petitioners pray a repeal of the fugitive slave law— one of 
the compromise mf^asrres. Your committee are of opinion that 
your petitioners have honestly yielded to the gra^s misrepresents^ 
tions of this law; but upon taking "the sober second thought," will 
agree with your committee that the law is constitutional — that the 
law does not abolisi) the right of trial by jury — that it does not sus- 
pend the writ of habeus corpus — that, in short, it does not take away 
any right secured to the slave under the law of 1793; but on the 
contrary is really in his favor, inasmuch as, by the law of 1793, the 
claimant was authorized to arrest and seize his fugitive slave by force 
and without process, while the law of 1850, authorizes legal proceed* 
ings in thofir:»t in^stance — that the law of 1850 only gives the own- 
er of the fugitive slave an appointed and peaceable remedy. 

Your committee cannot be induced to believe but that your peti- 
tioners estimate the Uaion of the States of inestimable value to the 
people of America, and to the' cause of liberty throughout the world. 
That upon a little reflection they will say with your committee, that 
the advice of the immortal Waf^hington in his farewell addresa to 
the people of the United States, to avoid sectional divisions and ani« 
mosities, and to frown indignantly upon every attempt to alienate 
one section of the country from another, is deserving of profeund 
respect and veneration from all patriotic citizens, and that po exis- 
ting circumstances will warrant our disregard of that advice. 

Entertaining these views, your committee have Instructed me to 
report adverse to the prayer of your petitioners, and that any legisla 
tion on the subject is unnecessary and inexpedient. 

NOAH H. HART, Ch'a. 
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Lansing, March 17, 1861. 
Rev. Mn Bakbr: 

DsAB Sir — By unanimous vote of the House of BepreseniatiTes 
of Michigan, passed yesterday, we had the honor (o be appointed a 
committee to respectfully ask of you a copy of your able Lecture on 
education, deliyered in the Eepresentatires' Hall on Sabbath erening 
last, for the purpose of publication. By granting the iaror you will 
Ttry much favor the cause of education. 

With due consideration, we remain, &c^ 

J. SHEARER, Ckmrman. 



JUmsittffy March 17, 1861. 
DsAB Bot^^Tour £EiTor to^iay is hereby acknowledged; and be as* 
aured, sir, it is with diffidence I accede to your request It is only 
A sincere desire to serre (he cause of education that prompts me with 
any degree of cheerfulness to suffer my imperfect production to come 
before the public. Hoping it may contribute something toward 
sound advances in literature and morality, I remain, dear sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

SEYM0T7R A. BAKER. 
Hon. h SmuRBR. 



LECTURE. 



The (Itstiagiiisfaed Tillotson once eloquently remarked, '*it requires 
great wisdom and industry to advance a considerable estate; mueh 
art and contrivance and pams to raise a great and regular building; 
but the greatest and noblest work in tbe world, and an effect of the 
greatest prudence and caret is to rear and build up a man, and to 
form and fashion him to piety, and justice, and temperance, and all 
kinds of honest and worthy actions." 

Respected auditors, in asking your patient attention this evening 
to that great and profound subject, education^ I offer no claims to ^ 
wonderful discoveries or profound sagacity; but if I may practically 
''stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance," I will be con- 
tent. 

In discoursing upon my chosen theme — in presenting the advan- 
tages and claims of education, I shall not restrict the term to that 
limited, technical meaning given to the word in common parlance, 
but shall give it a more extended application, and if possible givi a 
more conect idea of education proper, as requisite to the growth, de- 
vel6pement, and maturity of the physical, social, intSellectual and 
moral powers, as requisite to the full attainment of the great and no- 
ble end of man's being. 

As Cicero once remarked of the' various departments of literaCiIre 
and science, I would say of the relations of truth and knowl6%e,^of 
piety 'and education — ''Habbeni quaddam commune viecultsm/' 
etc.,* In this common bond of relationship? — or from the mulaal 
influence and combined power of religion and knowledge akm^ we 
are to lool^for permanence and prosperity to our civil, political, and 

' religious institutions. . » . . ,» 

' Especially ma popular government Hke' ours, where' everf^ mem 
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has the rank of piince, and ererj citiaen that of nobleman; each 
should combine in himself the witdom and jneij^ which constitute the 
elements of the dignified statesman, the true philosopher, and the 
real christian; for in proportion as pietj and knowledge are suitably 
blended as the active elements of personal character and public 
worth, of individual Enterprise andpubliil devotion; shall we be 
warranted to make our estimate of our social, political, and religious 
prosperity — permanence and success to whatever is lovely and of 
good report in the different departments of life. 

In dwelling upon this topic it will be needful to present the nature 
and tHie end of education, in order to show more clearly its inseper- 
able connection witji the strength and stability of our loved and 
cherished institutions, A man may read and study much, see and 
hear much, visit and travel much, and yet not be a %me man. He 
may journey far, visit things famed as wonderful and curious, and 
ac(]^uire extensive observation of the world; he may accumulate 
facts in abundance, greatly diversified in character, and thus become 
even a knowing man, and still remain an uneducated man. 

By education we are to understand something more than merely col- 
lecting facts and lumbering up the mind with them. It is rather that 
growth and maturity of mind itself, l>y which these facts are investiga- 
ted ip all their relations, and understood in all their varied bearings. 

To edi^cate is \o develop and enlarge the mind, to liberalize in 
. thoughts, feelbgs, and purposes. Its influence upon the mind in de- 
veloping it/3 otherwise latent energies and in imparting efficiency and 
^ree to the mii|d» may fitly be compared to the influence of the 
^^if^gaet in }mx^^^ into free and active sta^^ the ni^steripus princi- 
ple which before lay dormant in the steel. A^d as with the D9^gnf^t, 
^ Tiftoe 9f edi^ci^ii^ cpnfists not ii^ cteqfin^ ox mpqriir^^ ^^t rath* 
eir i« ^i#K ^ ^d ffmi P<>^l^ ^^ 4htiQtioi^ (9 ^ n^^v^ qu(|lity 

mft is ^ im^^xg^ » eiPk Mw4h^ # the pwfeptiopf ^ which ^ 

gratificatioa on^y in the objects of sense; but ed^y^^pn, iJl^ijiQipfypl^M^i). 
a^ttlar iatttenoe and biAs» to die true grpuiids of rraii^^^-te^^alpate 



H6u8s iJoS. rio. 17. 5 

upon the properties and fnhctioiw ot thought, volition, fltod feeling— 
the nature and developments of mind — the expansive exhibitions 6f 
spirit — ^the permanent and philosophical principles of life and action. 
Dr. Howe, in a lecture before the American Institute of Instruction 
says: ''education should have for its aim the development and gp^eat- 
est possible perfection of the whole nature oi man: his moral, intel- 
lectual and physical nature." And Dr. Dick, of Scotland, says: 'the 
education of human beings, considered in its popular sense, compre- 
hends every thing which is requisite to the cultivation and improve- 
ment of the faculties bestowed upon them by their Creatoi. It 
ought to embrace every thing that has a tendency to stiengthen and 
invigorate the physical system; to enlighten and expand the under- 
standing, and, in general, to direct the moral powers in such a man- 
ner as to render those who are the snbjects of instruetion, happy in 
themselves, useAil members of society, and qualified for entering 
upon the scenes and employments of a future and move glorious ex- 
istence." 

The feverish effervescence and restiessness of Mind so generally 
prevalent — ^a hasting to be rich — a rush for pleaswreable amuse- 
ments and ephemeral honors — ^is but the practical resm|t and bearing 
of an education outward in its tendency, and which at best, is mere- 
ly a collection of facts and observations of sensual Mi, the ultima- 
turn of which is materialism. Hence as this kind of education ia 
ffiww commonf no wonder so many mistake the true 4nd of life, and 
consider temporal earthly possessions the summum bamnn of all their 
aspirations and efforts-^the inglorious end of being. Especially aa 
the spirit of the age teaches both by precept and example that most 
heterodox of all err(Mrs, that man, created originally lord of the crea- 
tion, is only to obtain, by hardest lalbor^ to an equality with the 
brutes, — ^that what God has provided lor the inferior animals, with- 
out care, toil or labor of their own, man is to secure as the ultimatum 
of all his aspirations and efforts ! ! That^ in denial of the word of 
God, man u to live by bread done !! That he whom God made up- 
right must live debased and be content with mere sensualties, and 
die overwhelmed by impenetrable darkness and cruel dispair. Henee 
the fikther says, *'maney is the principal thmg — in this do I trust 1 
Therefore get money!" And he faithfully instructs his worthy prog-* 
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€A7 the preeepte and derotioa of his God. They are early taught 
the catechism and prayer book of this inherited faith, the sum o^ 
which is, ''seek more, hold &8t all you hare, get all you can— ^be 
sure and get." Thus the spirit of the age, like the sirens of the 
poets, entices away, by its delusire songs, our lovely youth from 
those dignified pursuits which develop the rich mines of wealth with- 
in, by promising unreal good; by inducing them to regard material 
things, which at best are but relatively valuable, as of greatest moment; 
and to waste all their energies in their accumulation — and thus we 
pay as our annual tribute the hope of our country to this God Mo- 
loch. Thus this influence, like the mountain avalanche, spreads de- 
vastation and ruin in its course. But where are we to look for deliv- 
erance? To whom to look for rescue? Who the Hercules of our 
redemption from this degrading annual tai; except in that education 
which recognizes the true principles of humanity — what constitutes 
true intellectual and moral excellence and greatness — ^which elevates 
man himself to an end, instead of degrading him to a means; that 
seeks the maturity of mind and purity of heart not because of their 
sensual relations, but on account of the incxhaustable mines of en. 
during wealth within. Until there is a recognition of the true prin- 
ciples of mind and the glorious designs of an all-wise Creator as ex- 
hibited in the higher principles of man's inner life; and education 
have strict reference to the exalted destiny of the soul as an heir of 
glorious immortality; man will continue to be of "the earth, earthy/' 
living to no worthy end like the fool; and dying *'withent hope" like ' 
the brute; living, sweating and toiling barely for a subsistence; and 
scarcely differing in kind, or but a step removed in the end and ob- 
ject of life, irom the beasts that perish; he will toil on without lasting 
profit and die without enduring hope. 

Education, then, if this view be correct, instead of bemg a system 
for the collocation of facts and gathering from without whatever fur- 
niture can be available to the subordinate^ ends of life, is, what its 
etymology signifies, *'educb,'* to draw out, the educing or calling 
forth the principles oi the mind and dispositions of the soul, the de- 
v^ping, disciplining, and maturing the physical, intellectual and 
Moral powers to their utmost capacity. 

What immense treasurers and Unl are annually expended for ed> 



ticatbiu ifhile tte mpdt sMfest to sMsit loo jgnflj. Hij BinpWi. 
'*rm qvax^Bupk mh$?'* Alas! 1m>w a^nek ^mdfnt^ ^ S^M ae(^ioi»' 

of <Hur OQQAtrj an l^n of yoiuig mm^ aadmaideiuitQO^ vjKm wbom, 

• • • 

much toil and m^ms haTe been expendt^; or to. UM ikt^ kpfiiafe of 
enotbery **w|iQbaye been ibe most aniioiuly aad: njinmipely be-, 
acboolmaatered, be-lectured^ be-tutored and be-any-tbng tat edncm-, 
ted; who have received arms and.aiQmii]iition« without sfraigtb^^dll 
<ir couEi^; varmsfaed rather than pelidied — ^friTilooslj OT^r.^viliz*. 
^ and and moat pitiably ttn^idtiyated." And all this too. from, a 
disregard to the tme ends of education, as well as sheer inatten^on, 
to the method tauj^t bj nature, that "as the forms in all oqjamaed^ 
existences, so must all true and living knowledj^e proceed, from with- 
in." A man may be improved pbysicaUy, intellectual and oven 
morally, and rendered more skill£al in the arts and sciencef; he, niay^ 
be externally varnished and internally lumbered up,: by outward ap* 
pliances popularly called education; but it is impoi^sible for )]jm«th^ 
to become an educated man. With equal propriety we imiy. talk t of, 
educating our horse or dog. Education cannot be w/iiied or4i^^nt9i' 
^d; but in truth, philosophically* education has to do with the more, 
dignified principles of humanity; that which distinguishes lifati as, 
man — the humane, the mof'al, the immortal. By a developing pro-, 
cess, it draws out, strengthens, disciplines, and ad(»ms the whole, 
man. The outward forms and facilities of knowledge are but aof^i* 
dental conditions to this growth; lik^ as the products of the soQ. a^ 
greatly improved and enriched by the dresfsing and culture of th^ 
husbandman. Appropriate culture tends to the development of all 
the varied powers of n^fu symmetrically, and contributes vastly to the 
strength, beauty aud Ifappiness of mind. The maturity, hefWb, 
beauty, and stren|^ of .the; physical system depends not more upon. 
t^^quoaUiii^ of food taken into the stomach than the quality — somO; 
kinds being necessary to nourish the blood, others to nourish other 
parts, — some to stimulate, and others to quiet; — so proper and health- 
ful food for the soul, will come tribute alike to the development and 
maturity of the physical, intellectual, and moral powers duly, so that 
they will exert a reciprocal* healthful influence each upon the other. 
While intellectual culture greatly stimulates the mind to ikntk, iiwe9f 
tigate and reaam^ moral truth is indispensable to direct theee ^os». 
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#fifkifr tttf ItdlMl <Mm it«d A(ltH» itjMM whfelt it can BEMf tei^ VMl 
eqtni prtfptie/tf w«- tntjr tidi of ixttjumg tie course of t&e taHghty Kr- 
ajpuni^ 6)! lilM'p6irei' 6t fte ivffi, m td' talk of iMni truth a&d equUj/) 
ImAg tottUted Hf mere intellectiwks dtdticible' from nutuml sci- 

CHUV* 

Ifebf : iillMte' i9t^ unooiTttpCed fottntahi of moral tru^ from which to 
draiir otir eAioatkmal instrticltoB? Is it mere habit? A self imposed 
hiff Of a Ibglslafive enactment? Or indeed a logical deduction 
dra-mr from grtien preit&es? Who will assert it? THkj; trite moral- 
ity has a* more* enditring base. It is as immutable as trath^ as 
chatxgeTess and imperishable as the eternal throne of €kid. An wa- 
stacBIb and baiseless morality indeed, is that which does not proceed 
flour the Ittw of laws, written not merely upon parchment, or engra- 
Teas tqpen stone;' bnt inscribed upon imperishable tablets, known and 
reaid of all mcfn; which famishes the fundamental principles of all 
(MXti, cirif or nsfigious adjudication; the only true test of i^fht^ 
anif unerring base of pure morality— the Divine law. This Bivtn& 
digest is the 6nly polar-star in the^ moial horison; die only safe ofa^ 
cle to be consulted in referefice to; truth and duty. And the enlight- 
enment hence frmiished is the on!y infallible directory; this is the na? 
tive element of the soal; congenial to its healthy, vigorous growth. 
And it is diis derelopemtnt and maturity of the true man, in the im-^ 
1^ mi Iflteness of his* Creator^ which we are bound to regard bs the 
tfgfaest and p^j^jpfX)p9r end of education. 

That system of education that is ditested of moral trulii, is bttt 
partial; sadly defective, and commonly a proKflc source of eveiy 
evil ihMdctot to this life. In aB the processes of unfolding and dis- 
cipUiiing ihe yktmi powem of. the 80ttl,.theiii seem^ to be a remark^ 
^ecforsespoftd^ce of the agentcies employed and the abiSties dis^ 
yeSbp^d; fer the natural light is not more perfectly adapted ioi the ' 
power of T&ion and essentia] to its exercise, oar indispensable to* 
healthy vegetation, than moral light and truth t« the healthjr dbvel- 
opmient of the latelketuti and moral powers. The mmd; fike the*' 
tiny p4ant, can attain its perfection of comliness, beatify^, strength and 
nhttttrity on^jr in i&relemenitB*c;oitgemal toitiB nature. likd^emer^ 
biAmushrdongfrowtH'Of Replant, it mayindfeedf £^ a' -seasoil -be« 



b«ld, YfgbfbaH A&f concepdt^; hi cfeeSi of mlefl[ei&, itni daring out- 
rage — ^as Ivttflf developed ifi the life of a Kapoleoii^, a' Gataline, a' 
Hume, a l^ei^, a Tom Patne» a George the 3d, an Arnold, or in mod- 
em titkeSf a Br. Webster of Boston, and others I might name — h^ 
sach exhibitions of mind are on/y the unnatoral effort — ^the tnorbid< 
action — ^die paroxism of the soal — intellectual atd iftoral dfi»tov- 
tion — axid in A majority of cases, the great maladj of man;— Che 
universal plague that admits of rio elixer tot that compounded of the-' 
cardinal virtues--of no I'emedy'but l!he non^ renovation of the heart.. 
This peculiar adaptiveness and' dapacitj of the soul to comprehend' 
and embrace moral truths constitutes in a peculiar sense our human- 
ity. ''Conceive our minds divested of the ideas of God, of ete^itj,. 
of absolute truth, of real freedom, of moral right;" and we have the 
animal merely; but the man has vanished. We have in capacity^ 
only what is possessed by animals in common, but the humane, th^ 
moral, the immortal has vanished. Other truths have not the power 
of moral; for no other truths bear so intimate a relation to the: 
mind. These take a stronger hold, and n6t only actuate and unfold 
the intellectual and moral powers, but enlarge and extend their quick*, 
ening energies, imparting healthful vigor, sound, efficient aetion, and 
enduring life. Merely human euUivation ean never of itself impart 
the true Promethean fire, by which the soul is enligktened and 
quickened into life; it is the light of this higher education, which 
discovers to us our moral destitution, and duties; and gives us. 
to feel sensibly the need of Divine enlightenment and reneWaU 
fchort of whieh nothing can folly qualify m$n for the duties he owes 
to himselli, to friends, to his leU«w-citiiens>to the world and to God; 
which aioae is competent to suhdiM the passions, regulate th« tem^^ 
pen ehasten the taste, purify the soil, digilify aad adorn the aan. 

That man must he a noviee mdeed who does not consciously know ' 
that he possesses » towering capaeky widiSn which ^wia no possible' 
Gorrespoadence with thto things of sense; and feel Ida thssl' without 
the regeneration of the heart and due development of the morals he 
ts^ SAdly defieiifnt and moittiiy im^eifeset. The student may hAVe, by 
diKg^t rescaneh^ es^llored mitare and her laws, and soaied' where'' 
geuittsdwieliB^ nkd Ymd wtiera^ pbilosopliy luxuritttos,'' aaid th6i^ 
Mintrm nnqr Uiw WBUbwdl'upoik hiin her tOhoicest trbKsur^fil, aisAi 

2 
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i|u>iigii die Mttftes may hav^ been hb eoi4pfuiioo% and Siges hta 

couocellprs; can he even then say, '*It is ^pagh ! — ^I am content !'' . 
With all his varied scientifio and intellectual attainments which dis- 

» . • • 

tinguish him from his fellows and introduces to higher and holiei* . 

plea&ttivr^ than any of which the mere earth wonn can boast; yet ^ 

does he not, I ask, with all these, consciously know there is within 

him vast susceptabilities and powers that still remain undeveloped 

and unsatisfied — that find nothing in all this world of sense, or the 

corresponding world of thought, well adapted or fully competent to 

satisfy? Nay the demand of which, these intellectual attainments 

only make the more visible and imperative. The moral msn still 

piningly seeks for appropriate food, the life of the spirit — the Divine 

renewal; — full restoration to the likeness of God, without which our 

organic life is but a kind of somnambulism. 

Animate or inanimate in nature, nothing remains stationary, but 

all grades find their highest good in improvement — in that which is 

higher and better. "All things," says Colridge, "strive to ascend 

and ascend in their strivings. And shall man alone stoop? Shall 

his pursuits and desires, the reflections of his inward life, be like 

the reflected image of a tree in the edge of a pool, that grows down 

and seeks a mock heaven in the unstable elements beneath? How 

unworthy? How ignoble ? Ah ! nothing short of a higher good 

can make man happy. While he labors for that which is merely 

sensual, he seeks happiness in the vale of death. How true the con- 

plet,. 

^'Unless above himaelf, he can 

Erect himself, how mean a things is man?*' 
Education, then, defined to be the cultivation and maturity of all 
the powera of man to their utmost capacity— 4he unfading alid per- 
fecting of the whole man, should be sought as an end, and not bare- 
ly as a means; chosen rather on account of its intrinsic excellence 
and worth, and not merely as the instrument to something else. 
Such an end is tiMe^ dign^kd, and^rt^^ great; beciBkuse the intellect- 
ual and moral powers to be educated are uncircumscribed in their 
sttflibe{^U]ides, and illimitable in their durability; great, because tJie 
reseurees of knowledge are inexhaustable; great, because it elevates 
man to a lofty eminence, introduces him to hl»Uer pleasuresi imresit 
him widi noyal eqmpagetand fitehim fo.gknicnia being*: Andia. 
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there any subject so profound, so exalted, so oTerwhelmfaig as Uie 

perfectability of man? Other subjects may be deserving, for wbich 
men strive and toil; but their acquisition is uncertain, their possess- 
9ion precarious, and their promised good seldom realized. But eve- 
ry* effort man makes toward sound education, will be a progressive 
step, every acquisition an abiding treasure; every intellectual or 
moral triumph a monumental victory; every principle mastered will 
yield an interminable revenue of unfading glory. 

** There is a cause of every one the pride. 

Beloved of Heaven o'er all on earth beside; 

There is a cause of all supremely blest, 

A dearer, sweeter cause than all the rest 

O ! thou shalt find, where'er ihy mind shall roam. 

That canse trae learning^-that learning thy own." 

Indeed, education is defective, and the true end of man's being 
thwarted, unless our.edueational processes and systems are madesub- 
s^vieat to the perfectability of man. And it seems to me certain, 
even with this desideratum, with all we may here gab, that we shall 
have acquired but the rudiments of knowledge — will have taken on** 
ly the intuitive step to that which is to succeed in another and- better 
mode of being, where we cm take lessons of the gr^at Teacher who 
teaches as man never taught, and where the Divine Architect^ will 
unfold to the mind his knii»wledgei power and holiness-ra knowl-; 
edge of his works and laws — the inexhaustible treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge, during i^n interminable existence. 

The powers of mind and soul exist at first mdy potentially; like 
the plant in the germ, though the living germ is in the seed, the plant 
in embryo, still the earth, the rain, and the solar heat, fsicilitate its 
outward manifestation, as the plant or tree; in like manner there are 
means specifically adapted in their nature to the maturity of the whole . 
man. *' He that giveth rain from Heaven, and fruitful seasons, has 
also provided for the due developement of the intellectual and moral 
powers of man." The same bountiful hand " that satisfieth the 
longing soul with food/' filleth the hungry soul also with gladness; 
80 that the mind as w^U as body» is provided with food convenient, 
and suitable to its wants. And as the soul is more noble ia its na- . 
ture,more dignified ia its ends, and more exalted in its characteris- 
tics than the body, so it ia .furnished with a purer and more enduripg- 
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allmenti adapted to its wants and congenial to its maturity. Sur- 
rounded by a world of mind, it feeds on thought, drinks at the pure 
fountain of intellectual and moral principles, breathes the atmosphere 
of spirits, luxuriates on AngePs food, amid the commingling inflaen- 
ees of holiness and love, while smiles and tears, joys and sorrows, 
and all ^e vast world of eye, and ear, and voice, contribute to its 
maturity and become powerful auxiliaries; yea, the native elements 
in which it flourishes and ripens to its native perfection. Thus, heart 
acts upon heart, mind upon mind, and soul upon soul; and all the re- 
lations of life, the ties of personal friendship, the endearments of kind- 
red and home, are made to serve the great end of personal improve- 
menti in developing the kindher sympathies and purer affections of 
the hearty and thus subserve the gveat end of human existence — to* 
beautify, purify, mature and perfect the bumtn soul. 

Domestic enjoyment and social bappness, no less than civil prosperi- 
ty and political strength aind stability, depend upon a sound eduoattoa. 
Those strong cords of amity and love thai bind man to his Mlow 
to bis duty, and to God, owe their healthy, vigorous action to this 
cOB^mon source. In like mamievv the sterner virtues are called forth 
and stiengthened, which harmonise ihe varied and conflictiiig inter- 
eets of life and illumme the pathway of the sojourner to the elysiaa 
abodes of Uie enraptured host who constitute the heavenly society. 

I speiik this evenings not of scholastic education on/y, but of that 
continual growth and maturity of mind, ilrhich is to cotiunenee ' 
here in this life, and continue so long as thought or ii&mortality en- 
dliresi Hence, I do not deem it my province on this occasion to dis- 
cuss this or that particular theory ; for I confer the great feuk of alt 
present, systems of education^ to be a vague and erroneous nodon of 
the glorious purposes of ihstructioa. In the complex mechanism of the ' 
mind, drm, inflexible, sterling moiral ptineiplu are the main spring of 
right action; the only safe directory to scientific principles-and prac- 
tice; the inexhaustible source of enduring wealth, without which, 
buman intellections, purposes and practice^ are likely to be aserrat-^ 
ie as the uncurbed eommet^ and as fearfuHy ominous as the earths 
qlnike's tbighty tread. A I'esolute and inquiring mind, aroused to' 
th^ liiagiiitude and hnport)Elnce of tUsr stibje6t— a correct eda'cKtion^- 
kHII scfttt'the d^i^Dtt pMa and systente of instmdttoli, itcd i^ecT' 



vlif ^ver i»«ir[»ikM^ mi »BI!pwprint^ Iffr will IOT!«#g.tHMl^o(^ 
j^^efe^t the chemhe^ ol^ect ^i^<^will f;o onwurd ia.spit^ pf 9II a4* 
yerae influenQes, aind ypji eveQmak^foimidabld obatal^les step^iB|[* 
iitan/e$» bf which tp asciefid. And i^ thi?^ iad«ed» lies th^ .8#pret pf 
some nejii'9 success* T^lf^e th^m awnj, and Saipt^oQ is shorp of his 
strength. A worthy end, an approving conscience, and enerffj and 
^ application will guarantee success. Unconquerable necessity, un- 
loirely and uncompromisinig as she may seem, may often s^rve the 
bi^t purposes, and give brilliancy to piety/ wings to genius, vigor to 
, tbe 3leepiDg energies of thousands, aiKl add strength and manly for* 
^itvde to the timid. Our pilgrim father^ furnish a brilliant iilustra- 
ticMi of this priociple. Stern necessity was their schopl-master; ami 
under snch ti]i.torage were developed vigorous minds, noble energi^* 
and lofty virtues. Bom in an inhospitable wilderness^ cradled in the 
storm, literdUy nourished, lijse the heroes of olden Umes, on the mar- 
row of bears and milk of wolves, the hoarse notes of Boreas their lul- 
laby; the grim howl of ^ild beasts, and the mor^e portentioua yell of 
. savages, their nightly songs; the rearing cataract and pealinjg thuQ- 
. der their instruments of music; beset and thronged with perila^ wit^i 
spirits /re^ as air, like Sampson, they went forth in superhumail might, 
from conquering unto conquer, and before their undaunted spirit ^11 
, enemies were as the uncircumcised Philistines before the Je^s. 

And it appears to Vfit, that if we prove ourselves worthy such pa- 

reutage, we must change our systems of educatioa We.mu^M^f 

.broad the foundation, and begin in the nursery to build thereon. 

And to execute this n^ork efficiently we must educate with greatest 

.«arQ the prospective, mothers of our country; for no one wjlj deny 

^hat mothers are the fir^tteachera. They import the fir^ lefson^, 

make th^ Jirsjt impreaaioQa, giye 4he mind \U first dire<;tiQn9» T^cgr 

. ac«g^pli$h mor^ in detenninipg jtJ^e habits^ principles, and pnrsuiis 

f f th^ irhole subsequent cf^reer of (beir 90ns and daughti^jov^ th^n all 

^tber influence^ combined, For^ thpi^gh th^y dp not i&ftciipt ii^ i)^ 

^^ |<}ienc|9s i^n^ l^r^uiie, f^ dictc^ti^ Ae pursuits ap4 ^oayployipifiptB 

^ Ufey they do what is fHisfly w/orp; they Miipress th^ir own ^ympfi* 

i^^^ ]^}il4ic^s m4 vi^ir^^^^ir «<^n8 of th^ occupfttjuDiifi ly^d du- 

liffl f»| l^e, wHk ^ strepgt)^ apd pa|ipciai|i»Dce irhich all aubs^^^oj^t^* 

W^^ ^4 f^periems p«p tcwrpely nontrpl. The ftdsge |« no more 
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trite than true, ** m ihe twig is bent &e treelii inelmed/' This eailj 
direction is giren hj motliert. Their lessons are like the silent dews 
of HeaTen, setdiog down upon the javeule mind, sflendy and sweet- 
ly, and unite themselves to its very bring and nature, so interwoven 
as to exeH generally a predominating influence over ihe whole subse- 
quent life. 

Mrs. Lydia Jane Pierson, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, addressed 
a letter in June last, to a convention of ladies held in Salem, Ohio, 
to deliberate on the rights of woman, containing some very perlanent 
remarks upon this point which I will here quote. She says, "in my 
view, knowledge is power. Education of itself will make us free; 
is:norance is not fit to be trusted with freedom. * * * 
Woman's intellectual progress has been opposed by man, and as a 
consequence the whole race of man is inferior; as woman was in- 
competent to form the young mind by making indelible impressions 
upon the intellect and heart, of those great principles which form the 
base of all excellence. When we consider the miserable tinsel that 
is palmed off as education for Misses — a little etiqutte, the hyper- 
critical conventionalities of fashion, a little music, a few French phra- 
ses— all by rote — they are turned out to use their accomplishments 
for the purpose for which they have been taught to value them, viz: 
to win a husband and secure a settlement. They are married at 17> 
soim become mothers, and are consigned to oblivion, or kept alive 
by around of vanity and dissipation." This picture, however humil- 
iating, is a true representation. The evils are justly attributable 
to false systems of education. Boys are miserably neglected in do- 
mestic and girls in scholastic training, and all, all, in moral disci- 
pline. Hence, Mrs. P. says, **if boys received the same lessons of 
gentleness, submission, self-denial, endurance, truth and purity, 
which are deemed indispensable to girls; and girls were permitted to 
attend schools and colleges as boys do, until they are twenty-four or 
five' years of age, we should need no conventions for revolution and 
reform; and I very much fear that until education shall have dene 
her woii[, no reformatory efforts will greatly benefit society." 

The importance' and advantages of correct' systems of education 
efficiently enforced, caiinbt be too highly appreciated, or too ardei^tjy 
cherished. Such knowledge must ever be regarded a^ the only sail 
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bulwark of oar repttblicaa lttllMii»s, iaitt^]t^Iific soumof 1iap« 
piness to the people. This lltadiftteslftlii ikpAi die midiught dark* 
BOSS of the mind, and disenibmBB % Bfite Ib^ ta^ aad fearfitl illv: 
sioQs of a bordered and corrupt inrngfinaliM. 

It is this which famishes the key to sU that is truly raluable bk 

life. By its aid we are enabled to comprehend in a measure the 

otherwise mysterious ends of Creatioa — to understand things in their 

true relations— and to trace in the infinite modifiations of creation 

around U9t the goodness and benevolence of our Creator in handO- 

Biously ad(q>ting all existence to subserve the temporal and eternal 

interests of man. In its light, virhie springs celestial in the human 

mind; and hope brightens the dark and cheerless pathway of life* 

It discovers the sacredness of aocial, political and mor(d obligations; 

ibe reciprocal duties that spring from their varied relations, and in* 

vigorate human efforts to diffuse the conservative principles oi wis^ 

dom and piety among all classes. 

Yes, it is this kind of education that lights up the pathway to de* 
sirable distinction, or glorious renown"— and by its compass and chart 
our course across the ocean of time must be guided; or we.y like oth- 
ers, shall founder our bark upon the rocks of error, and be tossed 
and engulphed by the tempestuous waves of ignoraoce and vice, and 
be consigned to the restless surges of irrevocable despair. 

As there is no human influence so potent as a sound christian ed- 
ucatiouy to dissipate the errors and correct the vices of society and 
promote the emancipation and happiness of our race, it becomes us 
as philanthropists* statesmen or christians to give eiur attention with 
great care and interest to this enterpfise, and give it our dordial and 
untiring support 

And it appears to me that, with a view to the perpetuity of all that 
is valuable and good among us, it is our imperative duty to ourselves 
and posterity to take hold of this enterprise — BphUagopMcaleducaiUm — 
and with an energy that knows no resistance and a zeal that knowa 
no abatement, to push forward this mighty car — ^to seise the blaidag 
torch, lighted with Promethean fire, and disseminate its lun^neua 
rays in every direction, until purity, hcqipineBt and contentment fill oar 
hearts and homes — civil and religious lUmty shower their life giving 
and God'like principles on all the sons of Adatai-rrAod tmim asA 



If 



l^VflB Dopr Kp. 17^ 



hilitjr jbe epgr^Yei^ oa all -a«r institutioiui. U appears to me th»t thk^ 
js tbe ^untain hetMl wherp jjl our effpfts at j>«b}ic ii^prpy€Qi«9t aii4 
refoim most begin, or all other efforts will be conparativelj .oieleas— * 
that weinostlaj the foundation here, dissipate the pbtljstiespf a bad 
education and sow n^ore sedulously the seeds of truth and knowledge 
in the jiursuiy, bj the fire side, in our schools, common and select, 
academies and colleges, from the pulpit and the press, bj. essay and 
by song, by daylight and by candlelight^ until its life inYigpratin|r 
power shall complete the work of human redemption. The fields 
are white unto this harvest. The work of an age seem crowded up- 
on this generation. Nioe-t^snths of parents ^re bleepipg over this 
profound subject — oar legislative halls are far too silent upon this vast 
enterprise — notes of alarm from the pulpit and press too seldom 
heard — while troops of young men gain the majority of their educa* 
don at grogeries or other places of dissipation, and these graduate for 
our county houses, jails or penitentiaries; and swarms of young ladies 
spend their time as uselessly, or to no better purpose. 

And, my dear hearers, may it be your and my ambition to con- 
tribute all the influence we can, to usher in the dawn of that efiul* 
gent mom when the vast multitudes shall attune their hearts and 
voices in melodious songs of triumph, and ten thousand limes ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands shall join in the chorus of the 
Poet, and sing 

**, Rejoice, for earth has resumed her splendor. 
The flowers of Eden are blooming anew; 
Th^ t^rmnt tguermnet his throne has surrendered, 
Ani pl^ty and p»»c9 aim i|»ir vmt» itmtm* 
Awake then from sorrow— arise from despair. 
The night hat been 2o«f, ba^ ^e moijiing w/«ir." 



